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@mé‘ms take a look at season ’s opening dramas

‘Madonna’ at Actors Alli’anceA -

\

The Michigan premicre of the Ac-
tors Alliance . Repertory Theotre
production of “Madonna of the
Powder Room” by Paula Cirmar
continues through Nov. 8'at Lydee
International, on Evergreen and. 13
Mdie roads, Southfield. For ticket in-
!ormahml coll 642-1326,

*By Cathis Broldenbach
spocial writer

A well-acied production of “Madonna
of the Powder Room" by Paula Cizmar
opens the ‘second s¢zson of the Actors
ﬂinm Thealts Company o South-

!

The prolualonnl ‘:hlmzr mm‘puny ln

thls intense ln
In "Mndonm of the Powder Room,”

six women — three mothers and thelr P!
grown daughters — gather in Bessie-

Puleskl’s kitchen for Irma Sovik's re-
tirement. party. Tbey drink a potent
peachy punch, reminlsee, giggle, bick-

er, dance and ery as they talk their way Llogel

past the reassuring woman-talk and get
.to what hurts in (helr lives —
that dled and traths that weot stale.
Shirley Benyas is superb a3 Bessle,
who wants everything clean and nice,
This irritstes her daughter, Martle,”
played by Donna Reczek swith appropri-
ate caustic fnsensitivity. Evelyn Or-
bach puts in a gutsy, fino performance
as Irma, once you get over the fact that

sho doxsn't Jook nearly old esough to
collect social securlly,

HER DAUGBTER, Violet, smokes
grass and pells sprouts in that mecca of
Instant .solutions called. Callfornis
Irene Schweyer’s Violet hangs Wut

tasted freedom

Coast loose. Sho's and
knows sha needs to connect with peo-
ple.

Connte MeNutt phyn the reJcnuy
widowed Theresa wi vilner-
ablllty, Her dluuhlcr, l.lndn, played by
Annetts DePetris,

must fight against

what's kind md expected fust to keep
her meager froedom. The real rub is
that these women know that what they
fight agalrst Iso't 2t bad, and what
uuy {ight for can't guarantee bappl-

Dnrtn.uthewarlhee}derlomeou~

sembled bombs in a factory. It was
work and coe wom:
ln, the madonna of the title, read aloud
1o keep thelr minds to the task At
Irma's retirement party, Irma, Bessio
and Theresa-reminisce about working
ther “to win the war,”
‘They remember thelr pride at earn-

dreams  ing wages and being independent. When
. the soldlers came home, Bessle and

Theresa lost their jobs and returned to
traditional female bome/family/
chureh lves. All the daughlers chose to
work.

‘The play offera ho formula for hap)ll-
ness —~ only that everyone deserves the
freedom to make her own chofces.

Evelyn Orbach is Irma Sovik {laft) and lrene Schvoyer is Vlolnl in
“Madanna of tho Powder Room.”

‘Cyrano at Meadow Brook '

The Meadow Brook Theatre production of Edmond Ros-
tand’s “Cyranoc de Bergerac” continues through Oct. 30 on the
Qakland University campus ncar Rochester, For ticket fr\{m» N
mation call the bpz office at 377-3000. . .

By Cathis Areidenbach . .
special writer * »

In *Cyrano de Bergenc, Meadow Brook director Jobn Ulmer
captures the robust, swashbuckling vitality of France in the mid-
1800s, the period Edmond Rostand chose for his famous verse play
about romantic love.

It was an era when dandies strutted In velvet and plumed fioery,
when gallant soldicrs disdained danger and gentlemen wooed la-
dies with eloquent verse. It's all on the Meadow Brook stage whers
dedguet Peter Hicks has created fine period uu

During a scene change on openlng night, the nud.lmce applanded
In appreciation of the sets, whilo stagehands worked under a dark
pmclnenmlmh.

Act I of “Cyrano” churns with activity. Dozens of players on
stage radlate vitality and high jloks of the times. Only at moments
doea tha activity Iou Its ftelligent, satlrical focus and become
mere commotion — a8 when the jesters’ antics border on frantic

sllliness or when the “starving » poets wolf eclalrs {n the bakery,

FOR ALL the puns and bombastic fiumor, sword {ights and noise
and vibratlon of cannon flre that would measure at least six on the
Richter scale, "Cyrano de Bergerac® Is a sad and tender love slory,

Eric Tavares brings intelligence and degpth to the part of Cyranu.
the dashing, big-nosed hero who's as quick with his sword as he ix
with his tongue. Kls richly resonant voice and impeccable delivery
are perfect for a hero who knows the power of word as well as be
knows lhc strength of sell-sacrificlng, romantic love.

Maureen McDevitt ns his love, Roxanne, is besutlful and plny: a
rounded character, ndt just the au:mlypcd abject of Cyrano's af-
fection. The excellent leads outshine a generally good supporting
cast in this play that begins with boisterous swagger and ends in
quict tenderness, - .

Soup, egg roll or frlad wonton, §

fried rice & toa.

Monday through Friday 4:30-7:00 p.m. All
drinks using house brands—$1.00. Enjoy our
array of delicious Hars d'ocuvees. At the pianno;
Picrre Fracalanza—4:30.7:00 p.m.

+ Gildz LeProsti~7:00 p.m. to Midnight.
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‘Same Time’ at Aven Players

The Avon Players production of “Some Timé Next Year”

' Im Bermard Slade cnmﬁnue: Fridav-Sundau and Oct. 2122 at

n ¥ Road . For ticket
(r\!crmat(on call the box of fice at 6564 130.

; By Gay Zieger

spocial writer '

“Same Time, Next Year” ls fllled with laughter and toars and
some ultimately forglvable absurditics. The Avon Players kept the

" emotional element Intact and provided us with & pleasant journcy

NOW ABDEA@IN :

back in time.

For those of us who lived through the complacent '50s, the turbu-
lent '60s and the perplexing '70s, that journey, at best, was hlari.
ous and, at worst; a heart-saddenlng reminder of war, deaths and
assassinations. Desplte a cranky sound aystem, the production
moved us with aclul recordings of the voices of those days; }hrry

, JFK, Martin Lutber King.

We also heard the musie: Francls Albert Sloatra, rock ‘' roll,
the Beatles, a hint of contemporary rock. We even heard Ernle
Harwell describing the Tigers' 1968 pennant
gamation of the sounds of our past alone would have guaranteed a
good evening.

But Sue Wu-ner and Jl.m ‘Warner mada the evening apecial, They
portrayed Doris and George, moral strangers ch by Inexpilcable
passion to an illiclt weekend 2 proi {0 meet
yearly on the annlversary of their joining. They executed thelr
roles with sensitivity, love and good bumor.

THE LINES by themselves were funny cnough, but these two,
for the most part, delivered them with just the right inflection and
timing. Indeed, a couple of folks in Lhe front row lhrentened to
geata their own Ilttle scenes, 20 consumed with laughter were

ey,

‘There will be little nrxumenl Abaul u:v: phy dragglog in xpou.
There were when thelr
lungcr‘ The ast scenes were just not as tuuny or tol uclun

tb
irst, And the one in which George had a telephone, “let It nll hang
aut," conversatlon wilh Doris’ errant husband was simply embar-
rassing, primarily because of the content, But 21l io all, thls ks an
amiable production, worthy of packed houses.
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