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ThLa I3 another in a serics of Jexsons on art
and drawing by special.  * o
cotumalst David Mess-
Ing. He hay taught for
clght years and o

Middiebeit,
Messing ecourages
questions and com-
menta from readers, B QR e
You may write bim at his store or c/o Ob-
server Newspapers, 23352 Farmington Road,
Farmington MI 48024.

By David P, Measing
spocial writor

OOPS! Is an exclamation you would never
want to hear during surgery. Although oops! Is
onc of the exclamations I often hear in my
airbrush classes, .

You may know by now that there are a roul-
titude of opportunities to goof with an alr-
brush. At the top of the long list of goofs mest
common to man (better make that persons) ls
the “‘catch your foot in hoss™ complalnt.

Thls Ls the most common reason for break-

ing an alrbrush, The six- to 10-foot hose 18 usu-
ally tooped on the floor or over your kneo and
In the throes of creative expression it Is casy
to forget about the nirbrush.
. So you move or nudge or twist or bump
bowever It bappens, it 1s always unexpected
and unwanted, but your airbrush somehow
‘gets knocked to the floor.

The first time I knocked my airbrusk to the
floor, it scemed like it fell Ln alow motlon. Be-
fore It hit the floor § thought of how could 1
afford to flx it when I spent all my money
buying it? What was [ golng to do to flnlsh my
painting? How could I tell my wife I broke my
airbrush?

Fortunately (t was OK and I dld the only
thing there is to do to make sure that It dida't
bappen again. I bought an.alrbrush hanger
which cost about 75 cents.

Actually 2 hanger is only & preventlon. I am
sure many readers have managed to nudge
thelr alrbrush right out of the hanger. I would
like to dedicate that last sentence to Heldl,
who after making payments oa her airbrush,
finally purchased her VL Paasche, walked
back to my class, hooked up her brush and
atralghtaway dropped and broke It

NEXTON the list ks the “too much palnt in

Kirk hosts brass society

noni tonl” and *Toccata®™ by Bonelll,
both antiphonal compositions. Scott
Schroeder and Robert Brockett, trum-
pets and Thomas Cook, trombone, are
some of the musiclans,

The Kirk Is at 1340 West Lone Lake,
Bloomfleld Hills,

A performance by the Detrolt Brass
Soclety will be glven at 7:30 p.m. Sun-
day at Kirk in the Hills,

The program of music for brass in-
struments and percussion is the third
concert of the 1983 serles which 1s open
to the public at no charge.

Featured will be Gabriell's “Canzona

100 little space” gyndrome or the “:;nilpeda

. dlﬁ painter. With a alngle-action airbrush, it
is

portant to stay the right distance away
{from the paper or board.
For example, If you are too close, too much
t will collect on the board and the atr will
blow llitle rivers of palnt out of the excesy,
‘This also happens If you do nut move across
the area fast enough. The result is a line with
many little rivers of paint branching out on
elther alda looking much like a centipede.
‘This ta an even greater problem with those
owning a dual-action, airbrush, For this rea-
801, L have noticed at the outset, those owning
a alngle action secm {o have an easier time
dolng the lessons then those with a dual ac-

on,

Here I3 the cure for “centipede clty.” Placo
your second digit on the button rather than
your finger tip, It takes a much greater effort
to pull your finger back, which seems to give
you more “play” with the button. The finger
Up 13 too flexible and glves you too muek pull
on demand,

1 guarantoe it will fee) awkward at first but
I also guarantee It will help, Third In the list
of goofs would have to be the “staccato scrib-
ble stroke.”

‘This misteke I often hear before I can see,
In the elasy with everyone making leng conti-
nous sprays sometlmes I wlll hear a rapid pas
“.CpSS, . PSS, . .psS, .. 1= oiten ac-
companled by a pervous scribble-patterned
stroke. Remember, depress the button and
spray In slow and controlled patterns.

Of course there are too many goafs to lst,
but some noteworthy mistakes are “chief
spray in the face,” “splatter on the pants,”
“dirty tip blues” and “clean It later complaln-
er”

I FEEL that ink is the beat medium to usa
wlth an airbrush whlle you are learnling. 1t Is
thin and gives you no trouble becoming atom-
ized. It Is rich In coverage, which s Important
30 you can sce what pattern you are spraylng.

Iok cleans caslly out of the alrbrush and
usually a quick rinse with water will do, Most
Inks are transparent, but with afrbrush, trans.
parency is of little use, Because of the nature
of the spray, even opague colors take on a
form of transparency.

Higgena recently eame out with a line of

opaque plgmented inks which ace my favorite -

for teaching. Dyes aro too expensive to learn
with, I remember gne father and son to whom
Irecommended dyes,

Artifacts

The father refurned the next dey, somewha!
heated, and sald his son emptled this bottle tn
about 20 seconds of apraying. It is, of course,
true in many areas of life, the less you know
the more you waste,

50 in the beginalng it is more sensible to
waste three ounces of ink at $1.55 than to
waste one ounce at $1.40,

A8 you Increase your abitlty it Is nlce to
turn to gouche and/or dyes, With gouche you
will encounter the “dlrty tip blues” If you fail,
mmughly clean your airbrush after every

on, g

But I am & reallstic person and I know that
i your painting turns out great, you snap it off
tho easel and go shaw your critlcs, leaving a
loaded alrbrush behind,

Likewise, U your painting goes into the clr-
cular file or in the bottom of the bird cage,
you walk away head drooped, agaln leaving a
loaded alrbrush bekind. Daya later you return
to find your color cop Is now welded into the
alrbrush, and Dick the Brulser couldn't pull
the button back,

Good thing airbrushes are hardy and with a
sufficlent cleaning can be restored 1o useful-
ness, Leara to take your afrbrush apart and
alno times out of ten you will find your awn
problems and save costly repair bills,

1 ONCE had a atudent say “1 want to learn
to alrbrush but I don't want to cut steaclls” I
told him if ke still had his receipt, he could
probably get a full refund for hls afrbrush.
;{::am. very lttle airbrushing is done free

You peed to use stencils — no matter how
fine a line you can achleve with your airbrush.
Paintings without the use of templates, sten-
cils or friskels are too soft and make you rub
your eyes In an effort to focus properly on the
art work,

The neme frisket probably has & great
meaning In some other language but to me [t
sounds like something I could have with coffee
and a little peanut butter. But frisket is a thin
masking paper for blocking out arcas frem

Things that go bump in airbrush class

over spray.
For example: let's say I anapped a pleture
of grandpa and that turned out to be the first
time he ever really had both eyes opened at
the same time. But [n the background was a
crooked lampshade, someone’s T-shirt on the
chair and the dog ran by as the shutter was

smapped.
No problem: Simply put frisket over grand-
pa, carcfully cut along his cutllne, then poel
off any excess. Now spray out the chaotle
background and airbrush in studio lighting.
Frisket comes In light welght and regular
welght, treated and untreated. Untreated re-
quires you to paint on an adhesive, while
treated already has a low adhesive on the roll.

*1 prefer the treated because It ia faster to use,

It peels off caslly and 1 am lary and den't
want to mess with adhesive, .

Thero s also 2 liquld masking fluld which ia
sold under many name brands. Maskold s
very popular and they now e A speclal
photo maskold. Both frisket and liquld frisket
work well. However, I should lke to caution
those using Lreated frisket paper. When you
first peel the frisket from it's backing It Is
important to allow 1t to lay open to the alr for
30 to 80 seconds, .

This glves the chemicals in the adhesive
time to cure, If you fall to do this, often the
adhesive will release and stick to the artwork,
and that, my friend; Is “cryln’ time.”

YOU CAN'T, of course, cut frisket on a 7-
shirt, but you can atill get clean lines. Slmply
draw the design on cak tag board and cut It
out to make a stencil. Then spray the back of
the stencil parts with spray gluo and Jet it sit
untl) the glue becomes tacky. Then place the
stencil parts on the shirt and spray, Oops! I'm
running out of room agaln so I will continue
next week with some almple lessons and tips
on alrbrushing.

*

ARTFUL HINT: For a fish scale pattern,
tape five or six pennlcs in a row on a %-by-§
card. Do this 50 one half of the coins are off
the card. Now afrbrush on illustration board
holding the card with your free haud, ‘This will
produce seml-circle patterns, Now alternate
patterns and spray directly over the colns. Re-
peat o fill required area.
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Guitar series set

The second concert of the Kithara Classlcal
Gultar Serles will be given at 8 p.m. Thursday,
Oct, 20, at Birmlogham Unitarlan Church, 851
Woodward, Bloomfield Hills.

The guitariats will be Peter Tollas amd John
Hall {rom the Unlversity of Windsor, They will
play musie by Bach, Carulll, Faure, Albeniz znd
George Gershwin.

Admlsdlon is $5 at the door.
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By softening the edge of the hi
reduce the amount of the shine.

Q: What is the secret to making things

look shiny?

A: Well, It won't be a secret if I tell but I

will give you a hint.

Kecp the darkest darks next to the light -
est lights. Things that are wet or polished-

must have clean white or light highlights.

ghlight you .

559-3344

on the Shoras of Upper Straits Lake
Affordable Luxury Nestled

Among Nalure's Elements .,
« Lokel v

Utittiles, Pavod
Centomporary Mod
Undor Consiructlon 3

.

MODEL OPEN
Saturday & Sunday
1-5 pm
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BIRMINGHAM'S WESTCHESTER VILLAGE
+ § bodrooms {2 edjolning finished roc room)
« 3 full bathg, country kitchen
« Flreplace In living room
+ BEST BUY IN AREA
¢ Land Contract Avalfablo $76,900

OPEN SUNDAY 2-5
18856 Hillcrest, Birmingham
+ Batweon Rivarside Drive and 14 Mila Rd,
+ Charming brick center entranco cofonlal
+ Updatod, Includos all kitchen sppliances
+ Super nolghborhood, 3 bedrooms, centrat alr
* $118,900

OPEN SUNDAY 2-8
4833 WENDRICK
* WALNUT LAKE PRIVILEGES
» Luxury four bedroom Cotonlal

CONTEMPORARY ELEQANCE
» Enorgy efficlont and spaclous

* 4 bodrooms, 2 fireplaces

= Gourmat kitchen with Joan-Alra

« Coramic eniry, Bloomfleld Hills Schools
* $220,000

« Contemporary decor, great room
» Gourmetl kitchen with Jenn-alre range
« $169,000

‘TROY COLONIAL
* Four plus In
+ King size bedrooms, 2% plus baths
» Family room with fireplace

« Flrst floor taundry, coatral alr
* $110,000

A Y

OPEN S8UNDAY 2-5
W. of Woodward, N. of 14 Mile
3 G p

baths

* Full tiled basement, hardwood fioors
» 2% car garage, Blrmingham Schools
« $67,800

LONG, LOW & LOVELY
« Quality home, sweeplng lawns
*» Clrcular drlve, socurlty systom
« Largo open foyer, dramatic lving room, formal din-

Ing room
« $145,700 540-8777

- EXCEPTIONAL BHRINE PARISH LOCATION
« Estats slzed woodod lot

« 4 bedrooms, famlly room, 2 firoptacos

= Original owner homa In oxcellont ¢ondltion
« Gonorous Land Contract terme.

« $89,800 547-2000

Rd.
Y. with 1%
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OPEDPI| BUNDA 14PN

« 18942 Rivorside, Birmingham . 1208 Northover, Bloomfleld Hilta

« E. off Evorgreon, 8. of Saxon * N.Long Lake, W. o Adams -+

* 13 rooms, 5 bedrooms, 3 full & 2 half baths + Four badroom, 2% bath Tri-level

« Formal living and dinlng rooms, 3 fireplaces N + Private park-liko lot, Inground froo form poot with

» $215,000 5406777 cabana
¥ » $134,600 843-2500

CUSTOM BUILT ENERGY EFFICIENT BIAMINGHAR 8CHOOLS OPEN S8UNDAY 2-5
« Four bodroom, 2% bath Ranch « Custom bullt contemporary Quad
« Quality featuras throughout
« Famity room, fireplace, !tallan tila foyor
* Superb move-in conditon ,

+ $135.000

« Baths and storago to spare

843-8500 * $126,220

i

CTROY
& Big Beaver R

1998 Souithfield Rd. -
Heal Estate Co. " 540-6777 “.

" SALE. POSITIONS "AVAIL




