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BY Penny Wright
spocial writer

Historians tel) us that durlog the relgn of
Hemny II of England, the glasa-covered
window was a statas symbol of the rich,

‘Henry I, a fashion-conselotiy king, bad
glaza panes installed throughout his many
castles including the royal privies. In Wind-
sor Castle, the mondreh went to the trouble
of installing double glazing, adding a white
wall of glass to the ontslde of an interiop set
of panes.

Vias this for added prestige? Or, was this
an early attempt to des! with a drawback
all windows shure — beat lozs,

OLE _Mondsy, October 17, 1903

NOWADAYS, desplte (he pleasures of
lurga window ”w?lf' heat leakage prob.
lated with & th

lema 3 P
film covering & hole In the wall are increas-
e Petdgen hoving and

gen, housing and energy spe-
clallat with Mickigan State University Co-
operatlve Extenslon Service, sald, “We
know that 35 percent of a home's total keat
loss goes out the windows.”

What can be done about this? Fridgen
contends that after caulking, weather strip-
ping, and adding strom windows, the logical |,
siep Ls Installing movable-type interior and
exterior insulating treatments,

Such devices provide a means of control-
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ling heat transmission while improving in.
terlor comfort levels, “Wo are seclng a con-
sensus that as Jong as you have to put some-
thing up on the window, It might as well
save some money in utllity biils.”

DURING A VISIT to the Detrolt area thls
summer, Unlversity of Michigan graduate
architect William Langdon, author of the
book “Movibla Insglation,” also noted Lhe
Inereasing Interest in energy-efficient win-
dow treatmenta. .

“The movable Insulatlon fleld Is changlng
{ast. What was once the lurf of the
rescarcher now Is an indusiry.”

Since writing hls book lhree years ago,
Langdon has seen a shakedown in the win.
dow Insulation Industry, Some products
bave failed to stand up to the wear of daily
use, cqnstant temperature swings, afd ul-
tra-violet degradatlon.

"Window insulation products baven't re-
ally been tested to any atandards,” zald
Langdon. “The beat thing a cistomer cen do
ts check Installed systems,'”

The architect predicted mare innovatlons
in window treatments, with emphasls on al-
tractlveness as well as fuel savings,

ALREADY THE cholces are mind-bog-
gling. !

Window Insulation shoppers can now
choose from a wide astortment of shades,
slats, bllnds, shutters, screens and panels.

These options come In a dlzzylng array of
fabries and materials that borraw many of
thelr energy conserving [lealures from’
space-age technology.

Compound thls with the fact that cach
product boasts a range of R-values (resist-
ance to heat transfer), and varled vapor
barrler and lght reflecting abilitles. The re-
sult can be consumer chovs,

Aware of this, the MSU Extenslon Service
offers programs to help consumers find o
window treatmemt appropriate to thelr
needs. Educational slide packets and Iafor-
mational bulletlns explore window prob-
tems, detall do-it-yourself window treat.
ment options, and list shopping tips for
commerelal products.

“WE TRY TO personallze a window
treatment plan to a famlly's needs,”, said
Extenslon expeciallst Fridgen, Often thls
will entail recommending ditferent treat.
ments for each room in the home.

For example, north and west windows ex-
posed to the brunt of harsh winds demand
high R-vatues, and under some circum-
stances, could even remain covered
throughout the winter,

Fridgen emphasized, “The whole story is
not R-value. A window shade with a high R-
value that {lts the window poorly won't stop
cold alr leaks."

She continted, “Good edge seals are im-
pertant.”

f_Movable‘ insulation helps stop window heat l-éss

DILL BRESLER/a18 Dholagrapher
that reduces heat

Penny Wright d atos tho

loss from the patio door of her Plymouth house.

Workshop focuses on
board, administration

“Board Rolts and Administrative Roles"
Is the tople of the sixth workshop of the cur-
rent Schooleraft College serles on building
beiter boards.

Presenilag the talk will be Paul Kadish,
Schooleraft College Board of Trustees, and
Allan Breakie, executive director of Garden
Clty Hospltal.,

Fee i3 §15 for the 7-10 p.m. presentation

Thursday, Nov. 3, ln Rooms B200.210 of the
Liberal Aris Bullding on campus.

The workshop will cover roles and re-
spansibllities of a board and an ‘adminlstra.
tive staff, 2s well as good board/staff reta.
tlons, .

Reglstration must be recelve one week
prior to the workshop. For more Informa.
tlon, call 5918400 ext. 409,
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When you want-uic that’s easyto listen to.
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