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Botsford Inn as the mostly conservative/Republi-
can crowd sat down to a dinner of chicken Cordon
Bteu and a hardy portion of social reform,

While it was innkecper John Anhut's che! who
fixed the first course,.the second helping was pre-
pared by none other than Agnes Mansour, Michlgan
Department of Soclal Services dlrector. N

Rumor has it that a team of experts trained in the

imlich were ding by in the wings
in case any mogsbacks choked on a reclpe which
they found thoroughly distasteful. But all were re:
ported to have survived. Somehow, they always do.

And while many mumbled disapproval after-
wards, they would have been wise to listen a little
more closely and heed what the woman had ta say.

But oh how Mansour laid It on the line. No horsing
around for this lady. Up front, she lald the blame
for our present economic woes right on Prestdent
Ronald Reagan's doorstep. She threw the double
whammy by telling the mostly mlddle-class audl-
ence that properly managed soclial reform was its

My. it was quiet the other night over at the ol’

responsibillty.
Could have heard a pin drop In that room,

“Those who have more should share it with those

who don't.- We should work toward understanding
the dilemma of the.poor and revlew what we are
doing," she told the hushed crowd.

She noted that Micht suffers an ploy
ment rate — 800,000 — as blg as elther the popula-
tion of Delaware or Vermont. And she noted such
figures cause unprecedented soclal problems.

“Poverty represents a crisis of the human splrit
which is not quickly or simply reversed,” she said.
*The Reagan policy chanres have caused great de-
lays in addressing soctal problems.”

Finally, she gave the really grim prediction: “The
disparlty between the poor and the non-poor divides
and segregates our society and causes conslderable
alarm.”

Sittlng there listening to this obviously very wise
person and then turning around lo observe many in
the audience, one realizes how much that gap Is
growing everyday.

Kids are afraid to tell
when a man accosts them

A LITTLE GIRL looked up as the woman put ink
- on the child's hands, “Why do I have to do thia?"

The slightly flustered woman responded, “Be-
cause If you get lost, we will need your finger-
prints.” .

Left unsaid was that if the little glrl were ever
abducted and murdered, her fingerprints may be
the only means to identify her body.

School districts in suburban Detroit have been
fingerprinting children throughout this year. For
example, Livonla schools will take part in the
project through December.

It’s a simple procedure. Parents must sign per-
mission slips before a child s fingerprinted.

After Lhe fingerprinting Is completed, the only set
of prints is given to the parent or guardian. No cop-
ies are made for any governmental agency.

The {lngerplri‘;nlng takesa !?w minutes and is ac-

witha of i

A MISSING child is perhaps a parent’s greatest
fcar. The statistics are grim. An estimated 50,000
hildren dlsappear In the United States every year.
About 5,800 children are found murdered. Of those,
2,000 are never Identified.

“The child fingerprint identiflcstion program is
an attempt to change those statistics," said Carol
Strom, president of the Livonla Board of Fduzation.

Anyone who lived in the metropolitan Detzoit
area in 1976-77 needs no reminder of what can
happen to missing children. During a 13-month pe-
riod, four Qakland County children were abducted
and murdered.

Those murders focused national attentlon o this
area. The killer or killers were never found,

What the subsequent investigalion uncovered was
almost more disturbing than the murders, During
that time, school officials in six Oakland communi-
‘ties asked children if a man had tried to pick them
up during the prevlous year. Elementary and junior
high children reported 700 abduction attempts.

Governor’s
image hurt by
inept politics

THE AMERICAN Heritage Dictionary of the
English Language defines “politics” {noun) as “1)
‘The art or science of political gayernment; political
science.”

“Politic" (adjective) is defined as “1) artful; In-
genious; shrewd,” or *2) using, displaying or pro-
ceeding from policy; wise; prudent, judiclous,”.

With definitions such as those, you might think
that the practitioners of politics would be wise, pru-
dent, ingenious persons engaged In the artful or sci-
entific process of providing responsible govern-
ment.

Definitlons can be deceiving.

Emerging as one of the chlef political muddlers
in the state Is Gov. James Blanchard. In the space

of less than one’year, he has gone from looking tike_

.an artful politiclan and an ingenlous government
repesentative who helped bal} out Chrysler Corp, to

. a polltical bumbler more interested In petty politi-
cal matters than in serious public issues.

BLANCHARD'S POLITICAL campalgn last year '

" was a well-run, If boring, affalr captained by sea-

. soned political pros.

., As governor, he took on the state’s biggest prob-
lem, leading the drive to bring solvency Lo the gov-

--ernment by passing an income tax increase,

WIith this, he lost a great deal of popularity, but
some reasoned there would be time during the next
three years to display such leadership that the part
-of the public disiilusioned by the tax would
forget taxes remember him for his govern-
mental skill. . |

* " The problem fs that Blanchard's successes — the

Y b,m;___.{or.onn-are
tending to be ob A political :
over in hii ation and oul;eq;

- minor governmental matters,

SR VR . . | .

Nick
Sharkey

Most attcmpu{ were not reported to parents be-

. cause children feared thelr parents would restriet

their freedom.

INTEREST IN THE abduction of children was
helghtened last week by a television special
“Adam.” This show deplcted the frustrating at-
tempts by the John Walsh family to find their son,
Adam, when he was abducted and murdered in
1981,

Jerry Tobjas, the youth officer for Southfield
Township, safid he has recelved several inquiries
about. missing children slnce the showing of

_.-‘Adam.” Toblas was a_member of the Oakland

County Homicide Task Force — the official name
of the group that Investigated the four killings.
Toblas dldn't know of any abductions of children
in this area during the past year, he sald.
“it has not been a problem, lalely. But the danger

i3 always there,”

E hildl about abduction poses a di-
lemma for parents. On the one hand, they teach
children to be polite and friendly to all persons. At

the same time, parents preach, “Don't talk to

strangers.”

What's Tobias' advice?

““The goal of parents should be not to teach fear,
but to educate. Kids understand a lot more than we
give them credit for.

“Parents must keep the doors to communication
open 80 they can freely discuss this subject with
thelr children.”

\ Bob
.Y Wisler

THE RECENT coverage of Blanchard's efforts
to appoint John Hertel as head of the state Depart-
ment of Agriculture is a story that intrigues politi-
cal writers. Not because the average resident gives
a hoot about who is ag director, but because the
story has an aura of political pressures, double-
crosses and behind-the-scenes back-stabbing.

Blanchard insisted the previous director resign —
Dean Pridgeon did. Blanchard insisted that the Ag-
riculture Commission hire his polltical buddy, fel-
low Democrat John Hertel, to head the department.
The dominated i didn't,

Why go to the wall just to hurry Hertel’s depar-
ture from the Wayne County Commisslon? The gov-
ernor could install Hertel without any flak in Janu.
ary 1984, when he changes the complexion of the
Agrleulture Commission. Blanchard did nothing to
enhance his image as a political leader engaged in
the art of government. .

FOLKS BACK HOME can't help but wonder why
the governor i3 wasting 50 much of his prestige in
such a non-essential manner while u:cﬁ-. pocket-
books are belng lightened by $300 or 20 a year, the
amount an average resident is paying In state tax
increases.

Why isn't the governor more concerned with ;mch
important matters as getting control of the balloon-
ing costs of soclal services, {or example?

The kind of political Infighting that took place
over the Hertel appolntment, aleng with the wran-
gling going on in La
againat the several recall efforts in the state, leads
residents to view their elected leaders more as po-
litical operators than representatives of the people,
intent on resolving state problems, - ’

This Ik the -kind of image that enables people to
sell the idea of expensive and often unfalr recall
campaigns and clectlons,

nsing over whether to speak.

 crackerbarrel
debate «£5&

Steve :
Barnaby %+ .
And desplte the crack’ from one local who an-

nounced that businessmen would rather spend their

money on something other than the concerns ot

Mangour, these of us do exist in the business world

who do know better and realize of what the former

Merey College president speaks.

The gap is widening and not only is it inhumine
to let It do so, Lt is slmply unwise for our cconomy.

Presently, some Industrialiste ln thls country
have jolned Ronald Reagan in belleving that we can
rebuild our economy and maintain a 10 to 15 per-

O&LE " _Thursday, October 20, 1983

Business would be wise mheed social chief

cerit ﬁnomplnymcﬁ! rate, The smailer the trickle,
+« you know, the more that stays at the top, . "

., No matler how you slice a plece of baloney, it's
still baloney. It doesn't magically. transform into
steak or pork chops. And baloney is what we are
getting from conservative Washlngton today.

We have yet to.sce an economic turnaround in
this state, . -

Instead, what we are seelng is the overwhelming
growth of soclal decay which you and I and anyone
else who has a dime to rub together will have Lo pay.
for lo:lg after Ronald Reagan has ridden off Into the,

- sunset, -

Mansour graphlcally outlined the list: child and
spouse n'busc. teenage pregnancy (“‘children raising
children™), the brenking down of the famlly struc-
ture, divorce, welfare dependence and hunger.

The question the haves must ask themselves is
how long will the have nots put up with it — espe-
ciatly when they are growlng in numbers? The con-
;cq;tences could be dangerous to anybody and any

usiness.

SEMTA: ‘We can’t speﬁd money we don’t ha_vé’
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Murphy seeks handle

Children’s home a loose

B

ReA i
1y
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DAN MURPHY, the Oakland County th
for nearly 10 years, still has been unable to consoli-
date all the loose ends of county government under
his office, even if the the voters did ask for it, But
Murphy is moving deltly and subtly to bring Chil-
dren's Village under his wing. The resistance has

n great.
. Murphy wants to give ‘
Children’s Village every-
thing it is asking for in its
1984 budget — the full $6.2 &
mll{lnn. Anld h?rlsn't pro- °
posing any layoffs.

But the executive is ask-
ing that eight authorized
but unfilled positions be
dropped from the budget.
That may sound likes'a
mere technicality, but it
isn't. Her¢'s an analogy: .

You have the keys to a
car that you don't use. Yet
when you think you have a
need, the keys are there,
and all you have to do is
insert them In the ignition,

But let's say I take back .
the keys. I tell you you can have the keys If you need
them, but you must first come to me and prove your
case, then jump through the budgetary hurdles of
the County Board of Commissioners.

You are no longer quite as free to operate as you
used to be. You need to deal wth me, Now you un-
derstand how the powers that be at Children's'Vil-
lage view Murphy.

IF YOU ARE emotionally healthy, you won't
worry much about proving your need for the car
keys~ - .

But the bosses of Children's Village, at least on

aper, dre the four judges of the Probate Court. The
ynlhcr of one of the judges pioncered the Children's
Village (:rernuom It has won natlonal recognition
as a model for how county government can deal
. with the problems of up to 200 abused, neglected or
delinquent kids,

The judges are spper extremely fealous of the in-
stitution. It's so bad that they can't even discuss the
matter rationally, a conclusion I reached after re-
celving a letter from one of them when I suggested
such an Institution shouldn’t be under the jurisdic.
1lon of a court.

‘We have three branches of government — legls-
lative, judiclal and executive, rlight? The legislative
branch approves a hudget and tax rate and passes

Dan Murphy
‘County Executive

ordinances. The judicial branch hears cases arising

Tim
Richard

under the laws and ordlnances. The exécutive ad-
ministers the laws, Right? -

Not so in Oakland County, where we have the
strange phenomenon of a court adminlstering Chil
dren’s Village with ts approximately 130 current
residents and about the same number of staff.

MURPHY IS ENTIRELY correct in suggesting
that his offlce, which didn't exist when Children’s
Village was begun, should have administrative
oversight of the Institutution.

If you know Murphy, you know he's not on an ego
trip. The man's mind simply doesn’t work that way,
believe it or not, He seeks administrative accounta-
bllity and clean lines of authority.

He does not attack the administration of Chil-
dren’s Village. He does suggest there could be im-
+ provements.

The laws arpear to conflict, and so Murphy has
gone to Circuit Court In order to win a transfer of
authority and set up better lines of accountability.

It's too bad that such a reasonable propesal —
that the county run what is an
adminlstrative operation — should even be In court.
The county executive system has been tested for
nearly a decade, and there is no longer any mental-
1y healthy reason for the Probate Court to get bent
out of shape about a transfer of authority whose
time is due, !

discover Michigan
by Bill Stockwell

DID YOU KNOW that Lake Superior — the deep-
est, largest, clearest and, many belleve, the most
beautiful of all the Great Lakes — has been a
“trapped” lake? Geological shilting and uph 1

-caused by early glaciers held it back behind the-St.
Mary's River raplds at the Soo, and it has rematned
statie, cold and Isolated to this day,
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