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E Whistle blows 1 last time ‘

By Kathy Perrish Rebert Templin allowed the service (o end Tues- who also occaslonally drove pamsengers back to
atatf writer day. * traln stops mlzsed while slzeping, .
g .So Monday, Cuneaz collected cash fores o tha - “Of, the people: You just can't beat the people on
1 H ONDUCTOR Elden {Lloyd) Cuneaz plugged southboura 994 and northbound 995 for the last the trains.”
away for 17 years before landlng a job on time, It was a “real blue day” for the conductor, .
o) the commuter train, whose transition from the fast-moving alsles of a A ROYAL OAK native, Cuneax was hired 37 §
' . passenger car to the caboose of a freight train' ‘years ago by Grand Trunk and Western Raitroad In 4
Assigned to freight, ho would work the commuter *, won't be easy, U Cenneclicut where he was In submarine school, 3
for a whils after scinsens retired, Then a conductor When work got slack, he was lald off there a
[3 with more senlority would grab the preferred slot  THE HARDEST part was saying goodbye — not  hired here by the company. B
and bump him back to boxes. once, but twico — o all the passengera he chatted  After threo years as a brakeman - a ti{le his son
[ “T was on and off maybe 100 times,” recalled with whils strolling down the aisle, Lawrence now holds — he became a freight con- |
Cuncaz, 62, who expected to hold the poaition until Not to mentlon thoso be beld Lrains for, woke up  ductor in 1950,
[—] [7 be retired from Grand Trunk Weatern Railroad Just belore their stops, and trusted for fares — In the mld-1960s, Cuneaz forsook boxears for a
next year. "But there were just 50 mauy jobs onthe  which always wero repald, . permanent jolt on the passenger traln He worked
[1 commuter and you bad to wait your tusn.” “He held the train while I scrambled up a snow (w9 th d-a-half-hour shifta daily, 4
back,” testlfied rider Jamie Stuart of Troy, who <cash fares and tickets and making sure the vehlcles
[1_NOW AFTER 20 yeara punching tickets and dreads he thought of “scrambling around for a bus, Were oo schedule.
waking up commuters, the West Bloomflcld resl-  pulycon bus desvers walt il you get there and then _ Occasionally, be had to talk with & “tipsy” rider
[7 dent 1a -wt‘:::lutgr ‘{:lt?i: ngnh;.a ic!:t u:l: time, there's ’ p 1y ore e who partied too much on the way home, or loter-
Do commuter tra um onto. -
0 " Faciog o $16-million deflelt, the Southeasters _ Ouncax’s lakeslde bome became a regular lost sor® beteveea a brakeman and sn fmpalita ustom
Michigan Transportation Autbority (SEMTA) elimi. 40d found for ltems left behind by commutern. Um- Sl o0 always & few folks who get up on the
1 nated the Pontizc to Detrolt commuter rall Oct. 17. brellas, coats, b""’“;&"" purses and even oBe onouide of the bed explained Cuncay, who
A last-minute lawsult by the Michigan Assoclp. an's falsc teeth turned up there. Aleves when deallng with people “yon've got to take
1 ton of Raflroad Passengers delayed the actlon for  “He came right that night because he couldn't eat g Httle guff. i
= one day, but Oakland County Clreust Court Judge without them, So he ate with us,” recalled Cuneax,  "But some brakemen want Lo sass them back. So [
. I'd get in the middle of that."

IN NEARLY four decades with Grand Trunk, Cu-
neaz has scen the commuter rail change, When he
flrst worked It, there were 3,000 dally riders, two
conductors and 14 cara on each of the three trains. [

Last weck four cars carrled passengers oo each
traln, And SEMTA put ridership at only 450 daily.

“After I-75 apened, It just tapered off,"” explained
Cuncaz, who lost many friends beeause of the de- B
cline in ridership, He cven Introduced couples who
married and tnvited him to thelr weddings,

“1 got to know them all. It was like one blg faml- M
ly. But they're all gone now.” .

‘While he'd hoped to hold his fob until he retires
next March, Cuneazr wasn't surprised to sce the
commuter rall close down.

When SEMTA tock over the train from Grand
Trunk, It mnde what be saw as positive changes:
fewer delaym, better working condltions and relo- [
stated special runs like Lrips downtown to the July
4 lireworks,
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BUT HE ALSO believes the transportation au-
thority erred (o bullding a *luxury” malntesance
facllity in Pontiae, buylng mare coaches than need-
ed and landscap!ng train lots.

“But It was just a losing proposition; It was losing
money years before SEMTA took it aver,” sald Cu-
neaz. “There just was no more fundlng.”

Still, walking the alsles of the coaches decorated
with crepe paper by unhappy passengers, the.con-

,doctor couldn't help but hope for a reprieve from

O T

= the stata Legislature. Only ) tue can au- § i
M -'Jui\‘_‘uinmlﬁm‘::w evoteona taxto. ! Kont of W hgoges in samo
L[] “There's still a chance,” sald Cuneaz, adjusting horseplay with Cuncaz, whose conductor's hat was
E' o hls navy blazer and hat. “They may keep us out of *‘stolen™ only to be roturned at a farewell party held
[t the snow bank anyway." N Saturday.
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Conductor Etden “Lloyd" Cuneaz of !helr siops and evon introduced seme ' o -
2] fjWest B f reads the y of  to thelr future spouses. The crepe pa- -

the train he's scrved for 20 yoars. Offi-  per was hung by unhappy commuters
{cially, he punched tickets and collect- to mark tho ond of the line for the
ed fares. Unotticially, he held the traln  train.

for tardy passengers, woke them for
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Dress It Up
with @andiamo

.39

Our new dressier styles are designed
with today's on the go woman in
mind. Styled to beautifully accent
the latest suits and dresses —so
you'll be looking good at the
office, or out for the evening.
Dress up your wardrobe with
our fashions today.
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¥ KITTY WAGNERS A TOUCH OF EUROPE RIGHT HEREAY"
ver  We have gone (“distancesid brinig thongay
¥ Hungarian Sp&l t to your doorutep. As the exc! o

of the spas rgyed-about ml.nn%;menu, we o
available nowht¥e.else in the United States. Of ke y
sfill travel to EufoPe to bask in'these ynagnBicent mineral i&:
- batlis, or you can visit out SHla aHTgeT B tonch of Europe withou
edving the city.

SBirmingham Designer SShoes

163 N. Woodward  Across from Crowleys
Birmingham « 642-3255
Open Thurs. & Fri. til 9:00 p.m.
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