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‘What Pm really getting involved with is
line structure and illusion of space. . . .
The arch is simply a symbol.’

— Ray Frost Fleming

Statf photos by Mindy Saunders

Arch opens new vistas for Fleming’s work

By Corinne Abatt
staff writor

Ray Frost Fleming's conversations

nbout art are almost as strong and cap-
tlvating as hls new palntings.

He's the kind of a guy who could sell
contemporary palntings to the abori-
gines — and make them gied they blew
thelr last conch shell or blue bead. It's
always pleasant to be with an artist
who can express himself In more than
one medlum,

Fleming ts pleased wlth his new
show which opened ot Birmingham's
Robert L. Kidd Gallerics where he Is
director last Saturday, It may be new
work, but it stitl has the famillar Ray
Fleming touch, the carefully designed
random structures, the well pianned
lines which appear so casual and the
somowhat horizontal dlvision of the
canvas.

The theme running through the
watercolors and acrylics of the new
show i3 “arches,” in varying degrees of
visibility. .

“What I'm really getting involved in

iz ine structure and illuslon of space,”
5a1d Fleming in his studlo Just before

ag openlng. “The arch ts slmply a sym-

. WITHIN the body of these large

palntings, some almost 6-by-8 feet,
many things happen. There may be
only three baslc colors showing with
several hues of each, but there actually
seems to be more — which, Indced,
there s, That's because each canvas is
underpalnted and the traces of the un-
dercolor, visible closo up, still remain
around the edges of the forma.

Flemlng repeats the same color
across the canvas abowing it each time
in a different spatial level. The blue,
tlack, mauve or red, which dominates
onc corner of the canvas on one slde
recedes into the background on the
other. The links and balances from one
part of the canvas to another are al-
ways there, sometimes with drawling
like lines, at others with a wide, stroke
that could be the top of an arch.

WHILE all of Fleming's recent work
kas been abstract, his use of shadow in
these new palntings tics him looscly to
the reallstz. And shading and shadow-

ing give the paintings an added dimen-
alon as docs the use of perspective In

certain areas.
Don't cxpect Fleming to become a

OU establishes Center for the Arts

<Carl F. Barnes Jr, has beea appolnt-
ed the first director of the Oakland
University Center for the Arts,

The appolotment was made by Dean
Brian P. Copenhaver, College of Arts
and Sciences,

1n his new hatf-time position, the art
history professor campus

reallst in hls next show, however, he's
Just successfully incorporating some of
the basics to lessen the flatness of his
plcture plane.

— the center isn't an academlc unit —
nor docs the relatlonshlp between the
department chairs and the dean
change.

‘The OU board of trustees created the
center In accordance with the commit-
teo on academic mission and prioritles
ANl of the former

arts actlvities and promotes the center
ftself. The center replaces the School of
Performing Arts and encompasses the
art and art history, theater and dance
and muslc departments. Student music
and theater productions are also pro-
moted by Barnes.

This new administratlve structure
provides a central agency for promot-
Ing campus arts activitles. The restruc-
turing doesn’t affect students directly

school of performing arts programs
are incorporated into the College of
Arts ad Sciknces under the Center for
the Aris tn Varner Hail

BARNES SAID that (he unlversity's
support of education in the arts hasa't
been reduced. The changes were made
alfter the unlversity took stock of its
o and resources.

“Oakland is not prepared to make

Fleming tends to gallery business
during the day and likes to pain

be disturbed.

the stalf commitment, the budget com-
mitment or the space commitment that
1s implicd by the title of a scparate ¢o-
Uity — the school of performing arts,”
he sald. *The universlty, however, is
not getting out of the arts business,
“We're recognizing our limitatlons
and being realistlc about what we can
and cannat do and recognlzing the fact
that the academlc arts programs are
different from, and have a different
purpose from, the Meadow Brook en-

terprises.

Goals for Barnes include strengthen-
Ing the relatlonship between the unl-
verslty student arts programs and the
separate professlonal productions of
the Meadow Brooks. He wlll also devel-
op an laterdisciplinary program to ac-

t late - Nov. 12. Gallery bours are 10:30 a.m. to,
Into the'nlght when be's Jeast likely to  6:30 p.m. hm&mmy. 107 Town-.
send,

‘evalart.

The exhibitlon wilt continue

quaint more non-art students with tbel
center's afferings.

Barnes' nterest In the arts atarid{
by chance while he was a Washington&
Lee University student in the 19505 A
vlsit to Europe and tours of cathedraly
sparked his interest in art and be por-
sued an education in'the fleld.

He later received his master's aol
doctortate from Columbla Unlversity
and taught at Penn State and the Uch
versity of Wisconsin-Mllwaukee.

He came to OU In 1971 aod by
taught art history, archeology and ow
a course about prints, He has servedns
assistant to the dean and written m-
merous articles and a book about med

A b o o T u}.’@ b

DRAMATICALLY DIFFERENT TUDOR

« Truly custom, 4 bodrooms, 2% baths

« Privileges on 3 subdivisien lnkes

« 3 stono firaplaces, breakfast bay

7 « Mastor sulte with fireplace, bath, cathedral ¢elling,
: walk-in closet

« Groat assumption or Land Conleac!

+ §124.000

DS

OPEN SUNDAY 2-5 P.M,
« 1381 Cadar Bend Drive, B.H.

+ 8, of Long Lake Rd., E. of Franklin

* SMASHING CONTEMPORARY

+ 4 bodrooms, 2 baths, amart docor

* $210,000

RAOCHESTER
* Lovely ranch, 2 bedrooms, 2 baths
» Full basoment, attached garage
= Contra) alr, a!l appliances to stay
» Plus Assumable Mortgage
« $85,900

R TUDOR
« "Absotutoly magniticont - must soo

* Malds quarters, 4 bedrooms, 2 fuil baths

* 2 half baths, Ioaded windows, 2 fireplacas

» Don, breakfast room, roc room, keystono door-

ways,
» $107,500

IMMACULATE TROY COLONIAL
* Four bedroom, den, 2% batha
« Famlly room with flreplace, clrcular stairs
« First floor laundry, central alr, patlo
Underground sprinkler systemn and morel
* $114,900

HUNTINGTON WOODS SMALL EBTATE
» Almost 1acre of land
* Four bodroom tudor, completaly updated
+ Hoated pool, garage, rocroallon room
+ Library, famlly room, 3'% plus % baths,
+ Roallstically Priced

ez ?
FARMINGTON HILLS COLONIAL
. * 4 bedroom with walk-In closets, 2% baths

. « Cathadral ceifinga In famlly room
e = Separato dining reom, sprinkling systam
« Hoatod pool wih Jacuzzl, auto swooper, timer
« $144,800

OPEN S8UNDAY 2-5 P.M.
» 1363 Blrd, Blrmingham
* W. of Woodward, N. of 14 Mllo Rd.
+ 3 bodroom contemporary ranch with 1% baths
+ Family room with fireplace. Full basement.
+ $67,900

540-6777

"

OPEN SBUNDAY 2-5 P.M,

SOUTHFIELD COLONIAL

12 MILE & LASHER AREA RBAD TO MOVE-IN

« Four bodroom brick/aluminum colonlat » 18856 Hilicrost, Blemingham * Mint move-In condition . I;wrbod Y
+ Soparate dining room, Intercom «» Bstweon Riversida Drivo and Fourteen Mile « Four two baths, garago . ano!un’nﬂi;rrnu':f: u':‘ag;.hn?;ﬁ:w

» 28" x 13° firoplaced family room
» 5% DOWN. Call today for dotalls

« Malntonance froo oxterior » Charming brick contor entrance coltonlal
» Family room, 3 badrooms, contral alr

* $119,000

* Prosiiglous area of Troy
» Large lot backing to woods
* $110,000

* Now o o Included
« $92,500 640-6777 857-6700




