BY Jeanne Whittaker
statwriter’

at will

Tommy bas already made his first ap-
in court, His family and thelr

. NARLY ON a summer morning
of 1830 Tommy Alan Smith
was dellvered into this world

redl

Iy-bioe In color. He also bad a skull
fracture and bemorrhages under one or
mate bones of his skull as well as
truises on his checks and about the

. oyes. -

«Now 3, Tommy (not his real pame) ts
severely mentally and phyaically hand-
leapped. He can only babble a few
words, s not tollet trained, and Is uno-
*ble to feed himself. When be attempta
to Walk be literaliy walks on the inside
of'his ankles, the result of the cerebral

<1t docan't take more than a few
niftiients with Tommy to recognize
that be will never be Uke most chlldren
his age. And unllke most of his peers,

altorney, Stanley Schwarts, are seeking
compenzation In excess of §28 miilion

" from the houpital, Mrs, Smith's cbste-
trician and staff who attended Tommy

and his mother at the dellvery. .

In thelr sult the Smiths contend that
Tommy was a bealthy, normal baby
until the doctor and atiending resident
applied forceps to the fetus with such
force that they cracked his sxull and

uring the last hour prior
cry,” sald Schwarts, a
Bloomilcld Hills resident whese South-
fleld firm speclalizes in birth trauma
cases,

TOMMY 13 ONE of an estimated 2.6
milion bables born in 1980. Of them,
240,000, Including Tommy, swere born
with some sort of braln damage. Tom-
my's injurles are traceable to a blrth
trs Iting dellvery,

which ones could have been born normal, healthy children.

Schwarty, wb?tuld lg}lpxw;lin technolo.

£7 !s makiog e 1o plnpolnt the

momeat when w‘}wuuﬂa take place. .
contends

‘happen to Tommy?

. &2 such as Smith ‘va. the bospltal, at-

tending physician and staff. In May
Senate Bllly#a 224 was fatroduced In

awards totallng milllons of dollars lm

not ynreasonable when the extent'of |

will need are considered.

Although Schwartx sald that no two
cases are slike, in each case the jury (s
azked to decido If the injuries to this
child resulted from negligence or mal-
practice on the of the attending
physician and/or hospltal personnel or
were they the t of some other
trauma-producing hap)

g pening  daring
, the flnal weeks or bours of the mother’s

pregnancy? .

Sald Schwartz, “We have to show not
only where tho doctor went wrong, but
climinate all the other poslblo causes.
It's not an easy task."

nily, there [s an added scnse of
urgency attached to the dlsposal of cas-

Each year, 2.6 million babies are born, Of them, 240,000 will have some form of brain damage. New technology Is helplng discover

pense of medical care, rehabilitation
services, loes of ‘ot other eco-

e, .
that what be is able to recover for his

ents be severely restricted
should the bill becoms law. .

THE BILL s pliting two of the
atate’s most powerful
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Tommy Alan Smith N ‘;;

Datcof k;:lr!!.l:.!u!y 10,1980
Present Lifo Expectancy:70 years
Worklfe Expectancy:47 years
INTANGIBLE DAMAGES

Phyglcal pain and sutfering
$500 perweok x 70yoars . . . . .
Mental angulsh
010 6 yeara x $2,500 per year . . .
5o 10 yoars x $500 per woek . , .
1010 10 yoars X $1,000 per weck .

10 to life expoctancy x 1,500 per week . . . .

Denial of social pleasures
0to 5 years x $2,500 peryear . . .

5t0 10 years x $500 porweek . . . . .

10 to 19 yoars x $1,000 per week .

18 to lite expectancy x $1,500 per woek3,999,840

groups, the la and  doctors,
agalnst one another with each side pre-
pared to ons {0 ensure an
outcome Ln thelr favor.

BUI No. 324 ia in committee, with
hearings still being scheduled, but al-
ready coalested ls Sec. 2912D, which
would imit the totel amount recover-

able by plaintl{{s for noneconomie loss-

¢4 to 0o more than $500,000.

Plozso turn to Pago &

0to 5 years x $2,500 per year , . .

510 10 yeara x $500 perweek , . . . .
101019 yosrs x $1,000 per week . . .

humillation and-mortification

. $1,820.000

v oe .. 812,500 '

. . $130,000
. . .468,000°

+ .. 23,999,840

.$12,500
. . $130,000
. . $468,000 .

.. .$12,500
. $130,000
. $468,000

18 to life expectancy x $1,500 per week . . .

Disabliity and disfigurement
010 5 years x $2,500 per year

510 10 yeara x $500 perwoek . . . . .

10to 19 years x $1,000 perwock . . . . .

19 to life expectancy x $1,500 per waek . .
t i ¢

of 9 e eun
24-hour cccupational practical nurse .

Occupational therapy

$10/hour x 5 hour/week X 70 years

Speech therapy

$10/hour x 5 hour/week x 70 yoars

Physlcal therapy

$10/hour X 5 hour/week x 70years . . . , .

Total

. $3,009,840

PN « e 0$12,500

<+ . . $196,000
$20,336,798

Holiday designs shown

‘The Unlted Methodist Women of Or-
chard United Methodlst Church, 30450
Farmington Road s spopsoring a dem-
onstration called “Holiday Deslgns In
The Warmth of Willlamsburg,” led by
Nancy Passficld at 1 pm. Tuesday,
Nov. 8, in fellowshlp ball,

Passfleld, a resident of Farmington
Hills, Is Distrlet I Director of Federat-
ed Garden Clubs of Michlgan, a flower

show judge, and member of Hlll and
Dale Garden Club, Orchard Church and
Its Altar Gulld. She has lectured and
taught throughout the state {or approx-
Imately 10 years,

Willlamsburg style apple cone forms
will be for sale plus some of the de-
signs. For tickets at $2 cach call Dorls
Hird, 851-7356, or the church offlce,
626-3620,

BACK DY
POPULAR DEMAND

SERGIO
TACCHINI

Monday-Scrurday 9.30-6 00

ennis file

S E Comer Mop'e & Lotwor

inghom, M 646.4475

PRULE S

BURBERRYS SHOW

THE COLLECTION FOR MEN AND WOMEN

See the classlc rainwear and accessorles when shown by
Ed de Costa and JIm Beardsley. Choose from our

on Friday, October 28

Jacobson's

BIRMINGHAM

own selection of currenl-season coats, rainhats, umbreltas,
wallets, handbags, scarves and mufflers, At this time, as
woll, you may order Burbarry fall/winter or new spring
coat...and any of the accessorles, from luggage to sport
gear, In the internationally famous Burberry plald.
In our Women’s Dopartmant from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
ang In our Men's Shop from 4 to 7 p.m.

Open Thursdays and Fridays untll 9:00 p.m, We will validale your parking ticket.

SWEATER

PERSONALIZED

‘:za/ FOR MIR. J

Choose from 14
great colors...
then we wil
monogram this
classic for you!

The Shetiand-look
wool-blend sweater
is full-fashioned.
has saddle-stitched
shoulders..comes
in heathered and
traditional shades.
Of a washable wool
and acrylic blend,
sizes S-M-L-XL. in

our Mr. J Shop
tor young men.
With standard
monogram, $23.

Jacobson’s

BIRMINGHAM

Open Thursdays and Fridays unlil 9:00 p.m. We will validate your parking ticket.




