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= Alkatech, an electrical engineer who
Jowns his own consulting firm, sald the
Jcouncil's action on several recent h—
nm 1s clearly "an example of pool
“government” and "llnkoﬂvnziyhl.”

huq plans for a proposed 40,000

By Josnne Maliszowekl
ataff writar

4  Former anlnxlonﬂlﬂzcﬂyw
cil member and charter

«she calle the current conocil's lack of
leadership.
o | dont think they lead,” Dudley
*'uld, a3 her major reason for seeking
s-electlon to clty councll.
. “I don't led they are following the
.mumo(mcc!m'w There should bo &
2 Emd of change and that h not happen-
.- In her critlcism of the ‘carvent City
sCouncll, Dudley, 40, the city's Ilrst
“~woman mayor In 1977, lsted several
issues which sho feels charzcterizes

nru«n,
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:Melissa Levine

—By Joann- Maliszewskl
. a1t wrilor

Mellssa Levins has few criticlams
¥ about the current Farmington nnh
b City Councll, So Levine's declsion
.,,.Lhnw her bat Inlo the city’s polltlul
,,,rhu wax gradual simply because, abe
s~ zaid, “There was no ope big thing that
“ réatly aggravates me.”

« But the alx-year clty residest sald
4 that during the councll meetings she
= bas attended t scemed tbat counch!

s members “bad their minds made up be-

Joan Dudley

commissioner
Joan Dudley is dinppnlnled In what,

budget (extl cost of the
police building). mttwhylbcyneed-
od & tax Increase. So-they got every-

Awfeﬂmllcly $160,000 a!xudy has
been speat on renovating the existing
foﬂea station, Alkateeh pald, Instead of

tions,
toeb suggested moving some ol the po-
' Please turn 1o Page 8

poor government and leadership. Sbe
served on the city’s flrst council from

1978-77.
Councl! members scldom debato fs-
sues {n pubﬂc and conveno for regular
meetings to make thelr votes :ﬁldﬂl

“And T don't llkn the money they
spend for retreats (In Ann Arbor). [
don't like thelr attitude that they are
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tssues), 8o It (her candidacy) Is Just &
matter of wantlng to get involved.”

Although Levine admits her
rience In munieipal polities, she points
to severa) areas of concern.

Admitting Increased taxes a3 pro-
posed In June would have been difficult
to bear for some Farmington Hills tax-
payers, Levine says alternatives are
needed to prevent Lhe city from stag-
nating.

“WE NEED to afford to pay for the
things to keep our city growing,” she
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f ack Burwell

lllﬂ vnllor

forehand.
SLhave to hear that other side {of

Donn Wolf

_ By Joanne Maliszswski
staft yrlter

~ A vocxl opponent of a proposed 16-percent local
tax hike in June, Farmington Hills fncumbent can-
dldate Doon Wolf sald he wants a “controtied clty
budget.”
“I really think there Is a temptation to over-
I spend, n temptation to overtas,” sald Wolf, who
. was flrst elected to the City Councll in 1980, He
served as mayor [n 1961,
{‘ ‘Woll said he waa disturbed when city administra-
i, tors "lwnd a surplas” and “balked” whea a tax

“Too mlu:b surplos 1s bad,” Wolf said. “I'm oot
¢ sure we need all that money In the bank.”

Wolf s a supporter of Richard Headlee's Voters
Cholce proposed amendment which would limit tax
N lncrenulnlhmnppmedbypnbucme.

“WE HAVE goiten into e bablt of cpmdlnﬂ,"
sald Wolf a community and governmental
| + representative for Detroit Edison. T think we wlll
find out that If we spend Jess, we can do just as
much.”
But Wolf seemingly is pot wortied about city
- coffers because, he sald, “When the economy comes
1 back, the atate equalired value will be golng up."
‘Wolf polnted to the proposed bullding of
40,000-square-foot police factlity lncluded !n lhe
six-year Capltal Improvernent Plan, which calls for
a 30 percent down payment on the estimated $3.4

ML R 2SN RIS EI T c AORy

“That is where the tax Increase came from,"
olf sald, adding that city officlals could put only
perccnt down Instead. “True, we will pay more
terest oyer the years, but our income (tax rolls)

m'
‘While calllng for cuts in the eity’s surplus, Woll
sald that projects Usted in the Capltal Improve-
ment Plap, such a3 dn!.nage, could be paid m with
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Donn Wolt

{0 purchase the Spicer property near 10 Mile and
Farmlogton roads, should the city tose ita bid for a
state grant to purchase the property,
Bnt if the cily s left withwl any other financial
optiops, the question of levying taxes for the pro-
should go before vaters. Wolf, however,
thoroughly supports using a state grant to buy the
land. Uslng about one-third of the Spicer propeny
a drainage retention area is a primary reasol

as
. Wolf favors the land’s purchase, he sald.

AS MANY other candldates have suggested, Wolf
agrees with seeking financial afd for the proposed
’s purchase from the Farmington Publie
Schools ax well aa the county,
“1 stlll feel the county can participate — flnan-
clally,” he sald. “They ahold be approached. We do
not have a major park down In thls area (of Osk-
mty) "

Housing and Urban Development (HUD) money w
finance projects, such as senlor citizen bousin

cause of the possibllity of loslng local eontm!. Be~
udu, Wolf sald, “that kind of mopey is running
“out.

~ SENIOR CITIIEN bousing instead should be ll‘
‘nanced through privale enterprise, be said. An
‘Woll claims that with dropping interest rates !hm
;kinds of housing projects are “becoming attractive
lo bullden wow.” Ho contends that communities
. ‘concentrated s0 much” on providing wubst.
“dlnd houstng that we have neglected senlor citl-
1zeqs who can afford thelr bomea and want to stay

¢ ;inthem,
IS
Lo have always forgotten those people before,”
1 ‘he sald, offering another reason for keeping taxes
low so senior citizens can afford to continue lving

*{n thier homes. -
3 - With unsubsldzing senfor eltizen housin;, Wolt
¢ 7sald, the commuaity can make sure that Farming-
i

*ton Hills residents are gives the first cholce in
housing. With HUD-subsidlzed bousing, Wolf clalms
1+ the communlty loses that control.

3+ - As with moat projects facing the city, Wolf spe-
4 'ciflcally does not support levylng additional taxes

and ved

roads both lollow one of Wolf's basie pﬁnde: "I

the resldenta don’t want it, don’t force it." Desplte

bis oppoeition to an ad valorem tax for sidewalks,

Wolf nocetheless feels they are necded in certain

:ch"f“ Ii" the clty for aafety's sake, particularly near
00 !

Calling himself the ‘people's candldate,” Wolf
says he tries to do what the people in the communi- -
ty waot. But “that Is not just to get votes or to bo
popular with the people,” he sald. If he disagrees
with the public concensus, Wolf says it iz his job to
show some leadership and convince the public of
the need fora parucnrn project.

Woll's phnowphlu of self-government, however,
also extend to making the City Council

more acces-
ible to residents,

"lhrl the foeling (when he waa first elected) that
'was on one slde and the realdents on the
o'.her " Woll said. “But we have started with a pro-
gram to break that down."

That program, Wolf sald, includes a newaletter,
yearly calendar-and when he was mayor, opening
city ball on a Saturday »o residents could stop by
and talk, Sometimes residents took advantage of
(hat and other times they didn't, he satd,

T T
" Calﬂ!ng h.lmup!.l “falrly euma'ﬂv-

ve,” four-year Farmington Hills City
Council veteran Jack nﬁ?}:u sald be
uses his leul education
to make “mature 1ndgmenu" for the
city’s foture,

Burwell, a Southfield attorney, sald
“thers ars no what I would call *
ing issucs™ In tbe clty, Bat he pointed
to the six-year cipital improvement
plan as an issue which peeds more &t-
tentlon, T

Before tackling ths plah, Burwell
sald, city officials must first determine
which projects have priority and bhow
the projects will bé flnanced.

Burwell, 53, called construction of a

new 40,000 square foot police bnndlnz
tmgﬂoﬂly.unll
st Nu.smdlheuvmtmlmmc-
tion of a fifth fire station, )
The city's masier storm’ drnlnagm
ann.hould.abauiwpprlomy.wm
having to determine soon how
Lheneedcddnmlmpmmuwulbc

flnanced. .
*"We need {0 dcquire certals proper- B

ty. We don't need it all at once. But we
need proper Jocations for water reten-
tlon,” be sald.

NEEDING A porticn of the Spicer
property near 10 Mlle and Farmington
mdshama}orm:mwhy the iand
should be purchased, be said. He pre-
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Fred Hughes

Dy Joanne Mzllarewak)
staft writer

Farmington Mayor Fred Hughes
says he tends to be a political moderate
:!nd bﬂngl objectivity to the current

ty coun .
© “I do not ke It does not

presxing
obvious solution to the Hills'
and draln problems Is adoption of the
Master Drain Plan and then determine
copstruction plans and how the im-
zats will be financed. .

solve the problems of the city, which Is
1o provide services safd Hughes, 53,
Hughes was flrst elected to the city
cousell in 1981, “We 'want leaders to
guideandlead in provl ding services.”
Hughes, a lurm:r eight-year Plan-
veteran, believes

ning

Lhmmmmn)orhanahlhhynr‘l
clty councll election. But, “There are
needs the city baa to face,” as well as

P

“WE WANT THE construction tn

minimize the negative Lmpact on the

comzmunity,” Hnshu sald. “We are

capitaliring on using natura] storms

and retention. ‘So the plan Is ag en-
t to tho city.”

City officlala are trylng to buy land

R . Ploasstum to Page 8

Terry Sever

By Joanne Maliszewskd
atatf writer

If clected to the Flrmlnmm: Hills
City Council, local buslnessman Terry
Sever Lntends “to work very bard” at
setling up citixen participation groups.
The groups would represent each of the
city's 38 sectlons.

“They would be appolnted and elect-
ed by no one and anyome interested
would be allowed to p.n-udpau." said
Sever, 33, owner of T.L. Prlntl.ng Co.“1
“would encourage everyone to meet
once a month to dlscuss (he directlon of
tho communlty."

Ing the commurity, such & the pur-
ﬁ‘d’,‘ of the Spleer pmputy ! Sever

The groups, Sever sald, could aid In
into a “repre-:
sentative government.” The city paya a
lot of money on projects that volun-
teui could work on, he said,
wonld Uke to see o more people-
orlenled government. We are not a De-
trolt. We do not have to pay for things
that could be done by clvic groups.”
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