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. Grenada: picture-perfect

My job sometimes take me to places " pomt when I was there. The US. govern-
that are In the news, leaving mo with a 1-of-a-kind ment comldered Grenada to be a
dilereras, X am & travel writsr, ot a ' < threat because of lta Ieft-wing connes-
political triter. I go to & conatry to re- 2 traveler ticos. .o :
pozt on travel possibilities, nat {0 com- V| II;-8 ‘This moath, of conrse, two now chap:
nxlnlmpolmwﬁmum ) ! tﬂlwm'%ded:wu&w o and
,, 1 am seldom In 2 place loag enoagh ones several of hiy po axsoclates weze
to Te, obser- *# contributing’ Killed and his government overthown
vations, For that resson 1 ioclada poll- A travel editor a mare radical group; this week,
tic3 In my travel stories only to the ex- , 'S, and Cacibbean forces invaded the
tent that readers noed such informs-. | and, . .
tion to make trave] decisions, only vislted briefly? While 1 was listening to all thlr on

On the other 1 usually come . “¢adlo and television a series of
away from such a trip with {mages and I KNEW tbe factual background #5d & maltitude of voices kept flashing
experiences In my tutaffectthe | whea I visifed Grenada two years ago. into my head. }
vy Thear the newn. That's thd way It ‘It was a Britlsh colony which became -
was this week when US! and Caribbeaan t in 197¢. Prime Minister . - TIE SIGAT of this 133-aquare. milo
forces invaded Grenada. And thereln Is Eric Gairy beaded the elacted hlmdd.dngmmmmyoutolthe

ment for several years, In 1970, oppost-  blue sea as we [nnded At & mountain

Would such Lmages and experiences tion leader Mx; P Alrport blg engugh for small and medI-
be tseful-to readers [n evaluating the Galry’s government in a bloodless coup . nm-sized planes, A Iurury ‘of nutmeg,
news? And bow do ¥ avold that terribla and ed eloctions. coffes frult trees tumbling down-
traveler’s temptation: assuming that I Cuban workers were helping the gow blll a3 we drove an boar over potholed
know all about a country (hat I have erument to bulld an internationa) air- roads to the town of St Georges.” -

N . ® A poor proud, town scattered

I around the edges of a buge bay, T could

easlly imagaine a th-century
salling ahip crulsing Into barbor.
What eal lnstead was & 20th centu-
Ty extlsa ship, - -

- ® A loog stip of glorlous sand
beach with low but fatrly loxarions Ht-
tle hotels tucked into (be palm A

trees,
rough winding road leading (hrough
fishing villages around the perimeter
" of the island,
+ _ That's the phyzlcal setting. Grenada
looks exactly {he way a troplcal Ialands

should look; troplcal trees spllling
dowphill down flowered hlilsides to an
cmerald sea. .
And thero were Images of the people
- of Gresada: Young tion offi-
cera being offlclous in a stmple wooden
terminal.

new 1t being bullt at the other ead
of the island; it wonld bring tourists {n
. .ta carich the 3 cans kad

{o provido tood for thelr families,

Grenada fooks like o paradise but has poor proud towns scattored
around the odges of the lsland. Many Grenadlans work long hours

the next day on a smaller plape, which
ga!nly Umliied tourists from the

. Another young man leading us po-

‘oconomy. (Amerd .
-tostay overnight in Barbados and f1g in

e .

o (1]
Grenada is a 133-gqua

b
mhd -

Uitely through an old wooden ballding Lo
* the ministry of tourlem, Sincere talk
about a struggling economy, a tlny oa-
ton of poor pecple trying to survive

- out there la the eastern Caribbean with

lots of saleblo spices but little Industry,

T couldn’t argue with thelr premise
that It was a perfect setiing for tour-
lsm: an unspolled Island with magnifl-

tourism
forthé future. -,
THE VOICES of (he middlc and up-

per 3, ly the volces of
American residents, surprised me. I as-
-sumed that thoy would be most resls-

tant to the Blshop government, since it

way left wing and bad closed down the .

newspa Therd were many volces,
but they all sald more or less the same
thing:

re mile Caribbean ‘istand ,
which looke the the way a tropicat island should
fook — troplcal treos spliting down floworoed hiil-

island caught in a strugg]

2%

palms,

“Lets give Bishop's goveroment a
chance. The so-cafled democratic gov-
emmeat of Eric Gairy, who ruled here
for years, was a farce, He was a cor-
rupt dletator. This new bunch of polltl-

ders, llke myself, can seldom
evaluate that kind of talk,

All we can do is listen. I asked guides
and frult sellers and bystanders for
thelr oplnioas. They were mixed. Soma
sald: “We like thls government,” Some
sald, “They wern going to do great
things, but they'ro terrible."

AND, THEN there was Dr. John

Waits: a Grenadlan educated at Michl-

-gan State Unlyerslty,.an island politi-

clag !ms years uoder the G:
&

Tourist Board under the Blshop re-
glme, Educated, blunt, friendly.
“Gresada I3 a 17th ceatury country

oldes to an emerald and blue sea.and sandy
beaches with small hotels tucked in among the

* wing enough. Images of the remalaing
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In a 20th century sltuation,” he said
“The US. wonld do belter to help 1}
develop cconomically than to flght uy
because Cubans are helping us to bulld
aa alrport.” . 5
*”All these [mages come back to mé
thls week as I watch (be news. Image
of billboards that read “If you know] .
teach, 1f you don't, leamn.” Of a m J
who painted plctures on hls housefron
to celebrate the Blshop governmenl
that threatened us because It was tod
left wing and threatened those who
overthrew him because it wasn't It

fewspaper, a terrible rag full of rhe
toric about ‘yankee imperialism.” .

So what Is happenilng in Grenada
pow? I don't know, P'm just a irave!
reporter with Imagea In my head Iean
tell you one thing though. In his, aylp
almost every other -polltically touchy
country I kave visited, things are ol a3
cut-and-dried as they Jook on the teles}.
slon screen. ‘ -,

In world of iravel

Handicapped are making inroads

Anyooe who drivey Is famitiar with the lnterna-
tlonal symbol of the bandicapped, a styllzed human
figure 1o 2 wheel chalr. Unless you are handicapped
yourself, you may pot realiza how welcome a sight
that aimnhwh:nyvu(mvelorhawhardhmdlcnpped
u-nvldczjl have fought to be Included In the travel
world.

Although the handleapped are stil] waiting for the
d:ywhal&ymum’mlwhwgnlgln
plave, a great deal of sttention bay been pald to the
baodicapped traveler In recent years., The law de-
mands ramps and toilet facilitles In public bulldings.
Many botels are Installing braills wheel-
chair-wide doorways on shower stalls and other ser-
vicea. :

Acussznldambeingpubmnedwmumm
koow [n advance whether travel Is accessible. 1 high-
1y recommend a bock called “Access {0 the World”
{1989) by Loulss Welsy which can be ordered from
-your bookstore or from Facts oo File, 480 Park Ave-
nua Scuth, New York, N.Y. 10018, for $14.08.

‘Thls 221-page gulde gives Information about facili-
tles avallable on alrliney and ships, in botels, on rait-

ways and buses, bat its greatest usefulness may be ln
tho muh;y reference guldes listed for the bandicapped
traveler, [ 1

' ANOTHER BOOK worth consideration is “Trave-
Labitlty: A Guide For Physically Disabled Travelers
it Ued State” Lol e, $105 trom

your bookstore or from lishing Co.
101 K Brown, Riverside, N.J. 08370. This was firit
publizhed

Soperinf
ments, US, Government Printing Oifice, Washing-
to, D'C. 30403,
‘This book gives you information about the accessi-
bility -of {acilitfes, services and Interpretive pro- *
&mhmmmdmNAHawPutsyr

BUSINESS -
8565-1075

A o
PRSI kbl

Courageous people
to work for no pay,
Frequently the hours
and conditions are
inconvenient or
difficult. Occaslonally
even dangerous,

No reward, beyond
the gratitude of the
people you help,
Apply at your local
Red Cross Chapter,

HEALTH INFORMATION of all kinds 1s a major
tople In tourist bureavs around the world,

Central Kentucky Riding for the Handicapped Inc.
has Information about a program called “Free to
Ride,” for children and adulta with a varfety of hand-

-feape. Contact them at Kentueky Horsa Park, P.O.
Box 8007, Lexington, Ky 40533,

:mcm for. the b are
a bla [n towns around the forests of Germany's
Harx mogatalns. Coatact Harzer Verkehrsverband,
Postfach 16893330 Goslar I, Federal Republic of

" Flying Wheels Travel has trips year-round for the
dlsabled, incloding a Caribbean crulse on the Queca
Ellzabeth I Nov. 11:21. Call toll-free 1-800-533-0388,

For free bealth data about shots, foods to avold
elc, call Worldwide Health Forecast toll-froe, 1-800-
268-3531.
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PER NIGHT

© luxurious guest soom

* Kids In some room FREE
. ggurmet dining ot the
* Benchmork

¢ saunas & exercise room  ® video gome room -
Reéed nuznbor of

Aolgon S

16400 J.1. Hudson Drive, Souehiield, MI 48078 » 313-559'0500
> CALLTOLL FREE 4-800-482-3440

* heated Indodr/outdoor
pool’

* live entercinment at
Dewey’s

Thie - travelor!
finds that ramps®
have been pro--
. vided aboard;
ship to allow him
to manuver. A
great deat of al-.
fention has been-
pald to the handi-..
capped traveler
" in recent years.
New laws de-’
.mands ramps’
and handicapped.
toilet facilitles..
" Meny ‘access,
guldes are avail.
able to help ira-
velers.

TRAVEL SERVICE
32011 Warren at Venoy
Westiand .
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OVER 55 YEAHS OF EXPERIENCE
. NO SERVIGE CHARGE

“PAY 7-STAY 11
DAYS R

+ AIRLINE TICKETS
+ AMYRAX TICKETS
+ CRUISES

Friendly Servicel
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