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In lhlu work by Joseph Kinnobrew, inapired by molecular struc-

group.

“stat writer

ture, the center ball i bright yollow, and all tho rest are white. The
instalintion probloms with this one might have atymled a lesser

Pmmxy‘némtns‘ ‘Len Hoflman ol

:lvehermore leunmuunthem
eul!ccllrm at Del.mll Recelving Hospl-
tal.

And 1t was o time when, though a ca-
reer art dealer, there was no fee in-
volved. Professionals are alwaya being
asked to glve thelr services Iree to
irfends and groups. For obvlous rea-
sons thoy often have to decline. But,
Hoffman feit 5o strangly about this cne
that she worked on it as a volunteer for
scven years.

Certainly, she wasn't alone. She was
a member of the Jolot Arls Commls-
slon that [neluded Richard Bilaltls, Eu-
gene Drixer, Olga Dworkin, Dr. Dewey

* Mosby, Dr. Harold Gardner, Willlam
Kessler and Irene Walt.
And these elght people, cach of

wham Hoffman sald had a special area

of expertise, managed Lo Install In the
hospltal one of the most m-uundtng
art collcetions In the country.

And they raised a half a mllilon dal-
lars to flnance it. all through private
donatlons.

IRENE WALT, who spearheaded the
project, sald, *Lee’s role was very rpe-
cial. She was our tastemaker.”

Hoffman sald, “When we saw ™
physical place, we knew you couldn’t
}ust put anybody in there.

Kcssler, the uch.[lect. had deslgned

a

with wide corridors, vuums of naty-
ral light and open, interfor courtyards.
Floors, walls, furniture and accessories
in a paleite of primary colors make

=ARH 4
cheerful mcslnu Itle .
T E‘ﬂ' broken and

:u.-rue tndlunm cast aside, setting the
stage for more of the same in relation
to the fine art.

Contemporary art la Hollmm‘l fleat
love. When'she had her gallery on
North Woodward in Blrmingham .and
now ax a dealer bullding private collec-
tions, she puts her emphasis on quality
and Innavation. ¢

Detrolt Recelving Hospital was the
ideat scitlng for this great achieve-
ment. The committee members sensed
this and, rose to the occasion ~ not, -
however, 23 & rubbes stamp groip.

‘Walt zald, “Ono of the greatest things
about this art commlssion — we met
frequently for seven years — is that
there were lots of strong words, we
neui dellroyed the pm]xt. but now
we're lll good

HOFFMAN said, as If she still didn't
believe they bad actullly completed
‘e had such problems.
When you wurk with artists and instal.
lations — that’s where Ircne was 50 in-

- credible, nothing stood in her !uy. The *

obstacles were unbeliavable, but Irene
and Qlga werc always positive and
cheerful” |

When (he arts commission was f[rst
cstobblshed, they looked to Grand Ra-
plds for insplration ~- that eity had ac
qulred some outstandisg sculptural

works by Internatlonally known artists.

Besldes Hoffman was Interested in
Joseph Kinnebrew, the Grand Rapids
sculptor who had done the famous
"Fish Ladder™ for his hometown as

‘well as other major works.

o ! ST e .
Lee Hoffman nlunda in the mldnl n! Gonrgo Sugarmnn'n brlnhily colnrad metat courtyard sculpture that In functional as wnll as fult of fun

and charm.

man standing next to her about its im-
portance and sigoiflcance. It tnmed out
to be the artist himself.

KINNEBREW dld one of the most
engngiog courtysrd sculptures at De-
trolt Recelving Hupiul. ‘

“He 13 almost Reuahsmee
man the way be conaelva his space, *

sald Hoffman.

- What pleases her particularly about
Kinnebrew’s work ia that 24 alomnlum
spherea (28 painted white, one yellow),
arranged on a grid, appeal and delight
on 50 many levels.

“ Chlldren respond to it on the leval
of a game. I.lh the

" Lodder> on s wial, sbe spoke to the -

B it
lho bwplhl lnd '.ho Unlvu'l.l
ty Health Center,
“Irenc weant to D.C., and

Hapl!.ll prnjoct “Would never mike it

without & copsultant.

But, not only did these elght people
what

Interviswed him {(Gllllam) and I
thought it was a wonderful chelee,”
sald Hoffman.
Tha lack of graffiti both p!easu nml
' amazes the art commisalon members.

“It reinforces the fact that you can

they bad been told

* was Impossible, they did it on a scale
hat ‘will be the precedent for others
throughout the world,

Statt photos by Mindy

Saunders

glve people an aesthetie
and they'lt Live up to It,” said Hoffman.,

The response of the thousands of peo-
ple who.see the works of art, patlents,
statf and visitors and the quallty of the

(hemselves has had a declded ef-
fect on Hoffman and the members of

structure.”
u!uﬂ o him talk

Saying she could
for bours, Hoffman sald of Kinnebrew, ,

“He's an engineer, he's & visionary, be's
an'enviroamentalist — what be bas al-
ways wanted to do are purely environ-
mental pleces.”
‘Two other unusual courtyard instals
lations were done by gullam King and

the arts

“ONE OF my dreams has been to do
s0me on & grandlose scale in a
public level. I feel art is very central to
civllization. It is not a peripheral thing,

1n these 03 it is more Im-

portant than ever.
“What really has survived from past
Is a and ar-

George

known artists. .

King's work, "Help," in the third
floor courtyard is two figures of one
lnehlhlck alumnlum. The taller one is

et high.

Roumu said of King, based In New
York City, "He taught at Cranbrook. He
Tocks fust like his figures, tall, lanky,
with great humility. Ha has dooe some
other wonderful blg pleces.”

The Initlal ol ons to the plece
were that it wn.l oo friviloos and that
1t was figurative. *

‘There 1s still conlravmy about Sam

Gilliam's 38-by-7-foot, mixed medla -

The multi-color,

mulli-ndlr lc'ryl]
painting by Sam Gilllams of Waghingion,
L L.

nc.. B&byﬂ feot, is in the cnrrbdnr that
connects the clinic and the hospital.
PY .

tifacts . . . This (hospltal} is such & gay,
uhuauuns place, there’s not another

lullnAmerlullkcithhlnkthh
is truly a plnacle for me. I get chills
while l'm standing here.”

She was atanding In front of a palnt-
ing by George Vihos opposite the en-
trance (o the University Health Center,
“It could not have happened without
Irene Walt, It could not have happened
without Olga Dworkin.”

Hoftman recalled she was told in

Grand Rapids by a member of the art
commlssion that this Detrolt lvd

The 14-by-17-foot
bas relief In the cen-
ter lobby is the work
ot Glen Michaels of
Troy. The design and
subtic shading of the
gray and white tiles,
combined with cast
silver, creates o 'E(!l-
ing of movement and
excitment. Below is
Willlam King's monuy-
mental alumnium
wark, “Help," com-
missloned to honor
Sen. Carl Levin, o
member of the Deé-
troit Cornmon Coun-
-¢ll 1971-78 and poid
for by ihe Friends ol
Carl Levin.




