They're W

By Judith Doner Bome
stoff writor

EST BLOOMFIELD has grown
from a close-knlt community
to a sprawling subwrb In thelr

llfellme.
But two rosidents, who grew up in the

. township, wouldn't live anywhero clse,’
Masilyn Smith moved to West Bioomfield
* In 1836 — at tho age of slx. And except
for savoral yoars ol apariment-iving In
Pontlac — baolore sho and her hust
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‘est Bloomfield-bred

‘It all seems like one big town to me.
Everything is so familiar. it's my home. |
have no great desire to move anywhers

else.’

= Marilyn Smith
fongtime resident

« bought a home In Doherty Estatos off Wal-

heny
Westwood Village

nut Lake Read east of Orchard Lake Road
— sha haa lived hoto since.

Come November, West Bloomfletd High
School English teacher Shomy Fishor

. Abrams will move Into a home in tho West-

wood Villege subdivision whore sho grow
up.

SMITH, who works In the township os-
so3%0¢ 8 offico, rocalls *'It was great grow-
Ing up” In Westacres subdivision In tho
township’s northwest,

“Thare wasn't an awful lot In the town-
ship then, but we had fun growing up on
Migdie Stralts Lake.”

Moving to Doherty Eslates, one of the
few rurnkstyle subdivisions in the town-

. ship’s southoast, gave the same fosling as

Wostacres — minus the lokes, she sald.

There, eho end her husband raised tholr
children, Jim, now 23, martied and fiving In
Eonton. ang Sue, 21, oogagod and still at

ome.

“Il all soems like ono blg town 1o me,”
Smith sald. Sha retalns her Weatacres con-
nectlon, because hor parente atill livo
there. Her work ot town hall keeps her In
touch with other areas of the fownship.

“Evorything la co !nmlilnr. Wa would do
tho same thing agaln," she sald, of choos-
Ing West Bloomfield. “It’s my homa. 1 havo
no great deslro to mova anywhore else.
Maybo ) don't know any better.”

ABRAMS has fond momorios of West-
wood Village, oft Mapie botween Middio-
bett and Orchard Lake Road, and hor Wost
Bloomfleld childhood.

“In Wesatwood, It was kind of ke collogo
— evoryone running In and out of each
ather's houses ke dorm rooms," she sald,
*"Things were much loss formal.

The school {Greon Bemenmry) wns
y the focus b the
hoods woro 5o spread out,” Abeema sald

“West Bloomileld Ecoquicehteiilal’

“The communlly was vory, very closo.
Clubs and otganlzations woro strong.”
High school football games drew both
d and p sho lled from
hor e po%nt asach ok

Abrama Is happy hor daughtor, Alyssa,
8, will now oxperlence “my yoars of grow-
Ing up ln West Bloomflold which woro 5o
warm end wondetful.”

As & toacher ot tho high school sho at-
lended, she has simliar hapes for ber atu-
donts. " want them 1o feel )t Is a communt-
ty wharo pooplo cate about ono another.

“'m roal happy to be hote N
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