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Subdivision spirit

By Mary Lou Callaway
cpocial writer .

v ON'T MENTION low-income,
fedorally funded housing in Wast
Bloomfield In 1983,

But back In 1938, ono of the

hip's lovilest subdivial was bullt
for 150 famlies In a $26-$30 a month In-
coma brackot -

Wostacres subgivision housos, off Com-
morco Road between Hiloe and Union

Lake roads, woro bullt of comont block’

without basomonts on one acre of land,
oach pelling for $4,489. ,. -

Today, thoga 1,275-2quare-160t homes,
renovatod and oxpandod, sell for about
$80,000averaga.- -

Oakland Housling Inc., foundex by Michi-
gan’s late U8, Sen. James Couzons, fund-
ad the ity with a Federal E:

‘cy Rellof  Adminlstralion gran! for
$350,000 and Couzens''-donallon of
$650,000, - ) -

Qualified buyers wero givon 30-ysar land
gontracts at oaly 3-porcent Intorest.

Nothing was glvon away, It was not a
reliaf program.

BECAUSE OF the instabiity of factory
woged In the sarly days, tho homaowne
tarmed thelr acro lots and sold produce at
a roadsldo markot where the Wostacre
-branch Nbrary Is expanding today. .

J h dur-

s

i| continues to grow

valis. A eredit unlon ¢stablished n 1836, a
rarlty-among subdisions, atil functiona,
The subdrdeions e -

wookly), rummage  gales and neighbor-
AL e 9 ane. nei

aw nolg )
The annual Westacres Artlata Matket falr

_attracts residonts from toveral other com-

munlilea. ' : B :

" The old library branch once was upstalss
In tha frema clubhouse, now roplaced by a
now clubhoute on the Middie Stralts Lake
beach. There also ls a Westacres Women's
Cub. .

An carly fororunnor to car pooling, still

" operating, Is the “Chryslor” bus, of courseo,
but Chryslor workers stiif can get to their
Jobs by Ibha Iransporiation system thoy

Corglnated. . o

- NOW AN AFFLUENT .area, Wostacros
yards aro so beautlfully tandscaped (hay fit
compatibly with the nower homes bullt
since the earty housing axperimont began,
Look-allke houses oviginally, thay now
cannot be diztinguished from each other.
Many have 30id for moro than $100,000.
At last count, there wore about 17 of the
* original ownera . stlll onjoying Westacres,
sald Dolema Stock, who, with her hus-
band, Henry, maved Into thoir throe-bed-
foom, one-car garage home 47 yoars 2go.
“Wo love tho community. Now thoeco are
third gonoration famllles here, the grand-
chlidron of the orginal ownem,” sald
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