“MICHIGAN'S LARGEST VIDEO
DISCOUNT STORE”,

4 DAY SELECTAVISION SALE!

‘

- REMOTE CONTROL VCR - )

RCA 250
VHS RECORDER

1984 FRONT LOAD

RCA vits00 8 HR VCR

ONAY

NEW FO

o HRESAR
r 5a VIDEORACKAGE

30125 JOKN R.
[ BLEREL TS .
MADISON HEIGHTS
585.8885
oMwz.e

MON & THU

So000s0000 XY

Pholo courtosy WEST BLOOMFIELD HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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The signing of Kesgo Harbor's first city chartor took placo on Fab. 22,
1838, in the librery of the old Keego tchool building. Otﬂclgl- at this ovent
included: Chariea Leaf (lo?t and standing), Estes Orbond, Jack Loveland,
Ed Corey snd Flre Chlef Bon Mosoa. Front row Included: Liia Ross (loft),

Ralph Ope! and Wilmer Nebb.

historic highilghts

Tho follawing historic highlights wero
compilod by Lillian Sus Warnar of the
Greater West Bloomfiold Historical Soci-
oly, serving the township and the tri-cities
of Orchard Lake, Keego Harbor and Syl
van Lake.

® Township of West Bloomtiold was
crealed by act of feglslative council on
April 22, 1833, four years before Michigan

- was admitted to the Union.

® First school already was In existence
In 1833 and was a log cabln betwoaen Pina
Lake and Walnut Lake, The second school
wasg erecled in the Scotch sottlement be- -
tween Orchord Lake and Green Lake.®
Present Scotch Elementary Schaol, buill in
1926, is noar the original site. Tho thirg
school to serve the community was near
Walnut Lake and was succeeded by a
frama structure, built around 1885, and is
used as a business loday. *

® Straits Lake post office oponed In
16836,

® Orchard Lake post office opened In

2,

® Gon. Joseph Copeland bullt “his cgs-

* lle” on the sast shorg of Orehard Lake In

1872. It was later enlargod to bocomo the
Orehard Loke Hotel, a venture which falled
five years later. In 1877, the bullding reo-"
paned as the Orchard Lake Miltary Acad-
emy, kaown as the “West Paint of tho
Wes1” and closad in 1809 becausa of fi-
nanclal difficultics. At that time, it became
tha residence of the rector whon the S.S,
Cyril and Mothodius Seminary moved from
Detrait 1o #t3 new location on the shores of
Orschard Lake. It Is now known as the Or-
chard Lake Schools, S.S. Cyril and Metho-
dius Soeminary, and St. Mary's College and -
Preparatory School,

® The comersione jor the Orchard .
Lake Community Church was laid in 1871
and the building was complatoed in 1874, )t
Is now known as tho Orchard Lake Com-

'. munity Church, Presbytorian,

® The first peach orcharda In the town-
ship were planted in tho 1890s, but many
were wiped out by blight shorily attor tho
turn of the century, ,

® The 1usm of 1he cantury also brought
tha motor.car and the Dolrolt United Rall-
way, an eleciric stroet car service, that.had
a'profound effoct on rural West Bloomfield
opening the area 10 en Increasing numbaer
of waeckendors from Detreit and Pontlac.
The trolloy also was used by Pontiac mor-
chants, who commuted each day on the
car known as tha “businessmen’s spoclal”
and noted for its speed. .

® Our Lady of Refuge Parish founded In
909, . o
® Poine Lake Country Club “for men'
was Jormed In 1911 with most members
being auto executives.

® Popular Strong's Pavilion was built

* 00 tha shares of Dollar Loke in Keego Har-

bor in 1911 and was first used as a dance
hall and boat livory and later gs a rollor tink
{now a boat storage) . .

- ® On Juna 24, 1908, West Bloomfield
voted to becomo a franchised territory
sorved by Detroit Edison Co. The franchise
specifled that “sald current shall not be
used In such manner as to causs wanton

. waste of light.

-~

& Countryslde lmptomm'nl Associa-
tlon of Orchard Lake and-Pine Laka, now

‘of West Bloomfield Township, was formed

[n 1911 *to protect the environmant from
the dangers of the automoblie.” The or-

‘ganization stiitls active in 1983 as a phitan-
thropic group, .

® In: September 1919, Orchard Lako
Road was paved from Pontiac all the way
to the cly of Orchard Lake, past the old
toligate site (Orchard Lake Road and Pon-
tiac Trall)' and for some gistance down the
foad toward Farmington.

© First woran elected to public office
in West Bloomiiold was Lausa Harger in
1919, Sha was electad clork by male vot-
ars because women did not got the right to
voto uniil 1920. :

® in 1915, tho Covert Read Act, a tax
to maintain roads, was passed and was
unpopular with the West Bloomfiold farm-
ara who felt that it would benefit Detroit
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