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Haig criticizes pohcy ‘confusion in Middle East

By Shiriee Rose ldun
slalf writes *

Informa-

uon ulunm and ou:cr flelda,

A man of many Utics who prefers to
be called “General” Iald out what he
considers our natlon's Mldeast optlons
last Thursday. before a large Southfleld
audlence,

Alexander M. Halg Jr: sald the Unit-
ed States can “cut and run, can muddle
through as we are dolng tonlght,” or we
can put more leverage on Syria.

Halg = the former supreme zllled
commander In Europe, once Presldent
Reagan’s secretary of state, the chief
of staff in.the Nixon White House, a
senlor military advisor ta Henry Kiss-
inger, who has served six presidents —
Indicated he would place his bet on
pressuring the Syrians.

Halg was the keynote spcaker for the
35th annual dinner of the Detrelt Chap-
ter of the American Technion Soclety.
The event, which supports lsrael’s In-
stitute for Technology in Halfa, drew
about 535 people to Congregation

Shaarey Zedek.
Technlon Is a major source of engl-
neering and forIs-

and alfable, Halg spoke

to weryono who walked over to greet .

him duoring a soclal bour. Then, in the
midst of a crowded banquet floar with
S0-plus tables, he dined at table 35,

climbing the dais for his talk nllnr-_

ward.

THE MAN who eyed a run for the
presidency 1n 1979, but demurred to al-
fillate first with Unllcd ‘Technologles
and presently with the Hudson Instl-
tuts, a think tank, was introduced as
“one of the first In ‘Washingten to call
Iarael a ‘strategic asset,’ an admlrer of
Menachem Begin, and a supporter of
Pcace for Galllee {the Israeli Incursion
Into Lebanon In June 1882} and a man
who belleves the Samarin and Judea Is-
sucs ghould be solved Ioc-ll)’ rather
than dictated by the US.

Technion's 20,000 grnduau:. Halg
responded, wiil continue to define the
capabllitles of Israel, *Technology s an
investment for the future, for Israel
and for all other western countries.”

g his lsm of U.S. for-

rael's growth and a center of opplied
research carrylng out projects in Indus-

eign pollcy, Halg assured his audience
that as a Republican he supports the
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but added *I've had pro-
found difflculty with our foreign policy
fd the past and I do now.

“In the Middle East, there's a sense
of ‘confuslon over U.S. policy. Some-
times, crisis management s misiaken
for policy/Real pollcy means relating
events to the long picture.”

HAIG SAID the killlng of U.S, Ma-
rines in Lebanon on a recent Sunday is
not really something new but the con-
tinuation of an attitude about Ameri-
can obfectlves,

“We have a'combat unit In a combat
area without a combat misslon and
that forebodes more tragedy,” he sald,
adding that the overall security of the
Persian gulf and the middle east are in

Jeopardy.

“Our whole palicy slnce 1973 has
been toward those who favor peaceful
Tchanges and a relationshlp with the
West. Todany, it’s changlng to those who
don't want peace and [n favor of the
USSR.”

The former secretary of state sald
the Unlted Statss last year fumbled an
oppertunlty to widen the peace process
when the Soviet and PLO hllum were
cvident and the Syrlans were reeling In

defeat.

“But U.S. policy managed to snatch
defeat from the Jaws of reallty,” he
charged, “We constrained the Israell
operation by stopplog them from ad-
vnncl.ng into West Belrut.”

Afflrming that he has often been
accused of glving Tscael the green light
1o go into Lebanon, Halg sald “nothing
could be further from the truth.

“BUT ONCE that happened, It was in
our Interest to see that It succeeded.”

Taking alm at the Reagan peace

plan, Halg contended that. because it
Ilnled Middle East peace to Lebanon
and made “onc process hostage to the
other” a year and more has passed and
the stalemate contlnues.

the laraell

from the Syrlun in the bellef Syrin
would leave, even putting Marines
there without an agrecment of a Syrlan
wlthdrawal, were serious ‘ervors, he
said.

Halg sald Americans keep “looking
for Henry Kissingers® or other genluscs
who will suddenly appear and solve the
riddle and dixsolve the prohlems when
our goals must be “serving our best
purposes and preserving the peace,”

Bhnumawluyy

arthritis was

lnu

Camp David to Halg was a n:ﬂect!an
of reallty, with two statesmen, -Sadat
and Begin, slttlng down and working
out sclutlons far below their own ex-
pectations for the good of Lhe reglon.

“Tkere’s an old Beduoln saylng,” he
recalled. *'Never zet asldo the c!wdy
‘water until the clear water is in hand.™

The autonomy procees is still the
best, Halg belleves.

©On a alngle note of optimism, bo sald:
“Tonlght the PLO belongs to Syria and
this may offer bope, I belicve the lead-
ers of the West Bank and Gazn may
learn, too, dealing for dutonomy.”

HAIG CAUTIONED that the US.
government must learn when it disa-
grees with a democracy such as Isracl,
It must do so quietly, around a tnhle,
talklng as friends. *When we criticlze
publlcty, we take away the platform of
the democrntic opposition who can't
slde with a forelgn government.” -

Progress |n the middle east has only

been- made when the US. proceded

* with Israel, Haig sald, adding that Jsra.
<l is a strategic asset whose {deals are
Ameriean 1deals.

“When we are u'un to lsrael, we are
true to ourselvi

Answering que:tlons from the audi-
ence, Halg said barring the press from

@ Grenadan invaslon was a mistake
u!nce “a frea press is the best pollce-
man itsell.”

He shrugged off European demon-
atrations &, t Cruise and Pershing
11 misslles saying: “The fuss doesn’t
represent lhe majority opinlon. The
Europeans wlll stand fast behind the
mlssiles and thelr dep!oymcnt will help
cool the arms race.”

And Saudl Arabla, though heavy
flnanciers of the PLO and Syria, are
not the most influentlal culprits in the
area, ke sald, since the Sovicts would
have sent their arms and advisers
whether the Saudls were active or not.
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