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5-MONTH-OLD baby dled In her

mother's arms last week from

liver failurc after spending the

- last few hours of her Mfe in the
sudden glare of publicity.

That day’s story told of & Westland
" couple who chose to let their daughter

die rather than suffer through an experi-
mental liver transplant and its painful,
i doubtful aftermath,

The couple, Erik and Kelly Decker,
decided to fet nature take its course,
whatever that course may be, instead of
trying to keep thelr' daughter alive
through medical herolcs.

The Deckers gave a lot of reasons for
their decision. They dldn't want to put a
daughter they loved through a rare and
difficult operation that ‘offcred little
hope for survlval or a normal life. If the
daughter, Samanthn, dld survive, she
faced months of hospitalization, up to 50
medlcations a day to maintain the trans-
planted liver and maybe even daily ses-
sions on a kidney machine. The doctors
put the price tag for saving Samantha’s
life at $150,000 or more. The couple's In-
surance didn’t cover the operation.

THE DECKERS sald they based thelr
decislon on one word ~— love. They loved
their daughter so much they wanted to
spare her the pain and horrors of a
transplant operation that might not
work,

Just hours after the story broke,
Samantha died.

For the 5-month-old baby, the painful
ordeal was over. For her parents, the
paln of losing a daughter they loved will
go on and an. Not only are the Deckers
suffering the normal grief all parents
suffer alter losing a child, but two ques-
tions will ever haunt them:

Did we do right? DId we have the right
to take away our daughter’s one chance
for 1i{e?

ON JULY 11, after a lifetime of fight-
ing an unwinnable battle and with no
medleal miracles ever in sight, my own
18-ycar-old son dled in Children's Hos-
pltal. His body, the body of a fragile 9-
year-old, had been destroyed by the ra-
vages of heart discase. Only the parent
of such a child could understand the
words I cried to hlm as I held his lifeless
body: “I'm so happy for you, Jeff.”

At last, my son was without pain and

Tee.

ONE WORD was missing from the
story about the Deckers. That word is
courage.

Samantha's birth brought home to the
Deckers a cruel fact every would-be
parent fears — some bables get cheated
by nature. Sometimes the deformity is

Sometimes loving
means letting go

§ Marle
g. Chestney

life threatening.

It takes real courage for two parents
to accept the fact thelr child got “cheat-
ed.” But less-than-perfect bables are no
less loved, cuddled and cherished. In
fact, sometimes they are loved more be-
cause thelr future 1 so bleak, thelr nceds
50 much greater and thelr parents take
so llttle for granted.

Parents of such children desperately
want to belfeve in the miracles of medl-
cal sclence. They want to hear a doctor
say those magle words, “We can help,”

Parents who don't hear those words
feel thelr child is doubly cheated, once
by nature, then by sclence.

They are powerless to help the child
they brought to life and love. They stand
helplessly by as a bad heart or kidrey or
liver does ity deadly damage. Most of
these parents would gladly give their
own organs or thelr own lives if it would
give the child they "love 'a fighting
chance,

We revere life, applaud the fighter's
spirlt and honor heroics. Damn the tor-
pedos and full speed ahead, as the admi-
ral would say. Byt there are times when
torpedos do hit, and the ship is listing and
sinking. -

It takes courage for an admiral to ad-
mit he Is whipped.

And it takes courage for a parent to let
a small hand go.

LOVING A CHILD means wanting the
best for that child. Parents will take a
chance if the chance If offered, if the .
odds are with them, if a glimmer of hope
is seen. No parent wants to see a child
die — to be dropped from their life for-
ever — without grasping’at a chance for
life.

But for some children, there is no
fighting chance, The future holds dally
doses of death without the blessed rellef
of death, -

Well-meaning friends remind parents
of all the mlracles belng done today by
medieal science. It takes courage for
parents to face the fact that those mar-
vels were pot meant for thebr child.

Or that the price to be pald for one of
those marvels is just too great to pay.

Laving a child can also mean letting
go0. That’s the dark slde of loving, the
side that brings forth tears, angulsh,
griel.

.from our
‘readers

Runkel riles
‘areader

' Tothe editor:
Isce flaming red when I read commentary

» such as that of state School Superintendent
Phillip Runke), and of Senator Jack Faxon, as
related in the Farmington Observer on Octo-
ber 31. I don’t cotton to the kind af remarks

- like, “when you ask them to put out the
. bucks, it doesn’t happen,” as a

This may be considered a harsh indlciment
of the system, and of our society as a whole,
but it goes to the core of reluctance to vote
freely the kind of millages desired.

Donald J. Seller,
Farmington Hills

Police deserve
more respect

To the edltor:

. of we taxpayers.

Qur money s hard-carned, When we pay It

; out In taxes for schools we expect to sce it
1 used wisely and efficlently, not to be squan-
¢ dered in wasteful and slaventy operation.
+ Show us superior performance and we'll glve
1 @ superlor stipend for support. We don't pay
{ by need, we pay for quallty - for dollar-vai-
 ucreccived, B

Over the last thirty years the schiool sys-

i tems have garncred more and more of our .

paychecks, What have we received for the
milllons ‘of tax dollars? ‘Suspect tcaching;
: sloppy schoo] yards and vandalism; weapons,
. dope, crime, smoking and fighting on school
i premiscs; teachers’ strikes for jnflating pay-
y checks; carping over moncy; and generally
% Incffcctive managing of the aftalrs of ed/nu-
. tiom.
i What is needed Is discipline, discipline, dls-
i cipline — throughout the entire stratum of
; the educatlons system. A start would be to
+ have the students police their schoolyards.
1 Don't ask us to smother the problems with
i money. Money won't solve them. People
solve them, Clean up the act and we'll gladly
vote all the money that's needed. But we've
i ot to be shown real progress and sound
1 thinking — first

lam wlth the headline af “our”
paper on Oct. 17, 1883. For the third time in
less than slx montha you bave published the
word “COPS"” on the front page of the paper.
I'm just sorry I dldn’t cut out the other two
articles so that [ might refresh your memory.

To my way of thinking, “COPS” i3 low ver-
nacular for members of our local police
force; therefore, they ahould be referred toas

police olficers, “COPS" s no different than

ustng “NIGGER,” ' “WOP,” “POLACK” or
“CHINK." Publish those words and the ACLU
would be all over you, llke glue, Publish
“COPS,” then wait a month and you'll publish
1t again! How disrespectiul! .

As a mother of two elementary school chil-
dre (9 and 11), I am embarrassed when my
children rexd about the protectors of our city
called the “COPS." I have taught them to use
correct and respectiul titles for persons In-
volved in their lives, including the police,

If you, Mr. Barnaby, representing the Ob-
server, have a *political” problem with the

“ police force of Farmington/Farmington
Hills, I belleve you should put your grievance
aside in the Interest of good, objective nows

reporting. -
So much for my editorial,

IS YOUR mail runnlng like mine?
This fall I've been recelving a lot of
missives that begin like this:

“Did you ever notice how Xtra ex-
penses always seem to crop up this
time of year ... for back-to-school
items, preparations for fall and winter,
and even a little pre-season holiday
shopping like microwave ovens, or
home entertainment units such as
stereos, video games and computers?

“Now Michigan Bankard has an Xtra
credit line to help handle those Xtra
expenses today — and pay for them
without using or affecting your regular
Visa and/or Mastercard revolving
credit line. We call this Xtra credit line
‘XTRALINE’ and it's available to you
at over 2,500 merchant locations
throughout the state of Michigan

.O.r‘lhls:
“Now, because of your excellent
credit record, you are entitled to the

prestigious Citicorp Diners Club Card .

without completing the long, detailed
application usually required.

“In fact, you bave already been ap-
proved for Citicorp Diners Club mem-
bership. Just accurately complete, sign
and return the enclosed Membership
Form, and meet our minimum income
requirement, and your Card will auto-
matically be issued!”

AND ALL ALONG I thought the
United States of America had a capital
shortage.

1 was under the impression the fed-
eral government, with the masslve
debts that even Ronald Reagan is mak-

P .. Richard

ing more massive, was out there soak-
ing up all the capital.

I had the notion, from Prof. David
Brophy at the Unlversity of Michigan
Business School, that venture capital..
firms were few and far between in this
state, and that a lot of effort was need-
ed to put inventors in touch with inves-
tors. .

I had the feeling, from Jean Paluzzi
and the Natlonal Association of Women
Business Owners, that loans were tough
for female entrepreneurs to get unless
they had a husband (preferably) or a
male accountant (acceptable) along to
talk to the bank officer.

1 believed the black businessman,
testifying before the state Senate Eco-
nomic Development Committee, that
blacks had a tough time getting finan-
cial support. I thought I recollected

that ‘blacks wanted a share of Gov. .”

James J, Blanchard'’s Michigan Strate-

Credit in the wrong b]ages

FINANCIAL lﬁéﬂTU’l‘lONS are
bombarding me with junk mail to urge
me to uso-credit to buy such consumer

.. [———1téms as microwave ovens, home en-

tertailnment units, stereos, video games
and home computers or blow blg wads
dlning out, buying flight insurance and:
staying in overpriced motels at air-

ports.

-Little do they realize my 11-ycar-old
Magnavox just needs a new needle eve-’
ry 10,000 records, my banjo repairs are
cheap, and my idea of a luzurious va-
cation i3 camping in a tent in the
mountains with a poodle to share my
sleeping bag on cold nights.

But apparently there are growing
numbers’ of lnventors, potential
boutique operators and would-be bar-
becue restaurateurss who would llke
some Kkind of backing from their
friendly local financial institutions,

Not to mentlon scads of young cou-
ples who would like to buy a house and
call it home, I only the interest rates
would come down. ’

One reaches the inescapable conelu-
sfon that there is plenty of capital
floating around, but financial institu.
tions are offering it to people who don't

* needit.

gic Fund funneled to black
because it was so difffcult for them to
get loans.

I had the idea Michigan was known
as a capital short state, from one of
those innumerable studies of the econo-
my, and that NBD stood for “No Big
Deals.”

Wow, was I ever wrong,

F : Alter writing this, 1 heard
W. Michael Blumenthal, former Treas-
ury secretary and now board chairman
at Burroughs Corp,, say that the Unlted
States is “the most consumption-ori-
ented and least savings-oriented econ-
omy In the free world.” He is correct,
and I think our financial institutions
should share part of the blame.

Private schools recruiting

A BATTLE IS belng waged now in
schools throughout this area. It's not a
fght with a football archrival or for
more tax dollars. But it's a battle for
the minds and hearts of 13-year-olds.

I'm talking about the recruiting of
clghth graders by private secondary
schools, Many outstanding private
schools in the Detroit suburbs are com-
peting for those students,

To name fust a few, they are: Lady-
wood in Llvonia, Detrolt Country Day

in Beverly Hills, Roeper in Bloomfield

Hills, Detroit Cathollc Central in Red-
ford and Our Lady of Mercy in Farm-

n.

Fall is the peak season for student
recruiting. This is the time when par-
enta and children must make a decision
about the next four years,

Because there are fewer young peo-
ple of school age, the compeiition be-
comes flercer. - '

Tactles in the battle include: slick
brochures, open houses at secondary
schools, school administators' “visits™
to eighth-grade classrooms and recep-
tions for prospective students,

1t's called the free enterprise system.

AS A PARENT, I am in the midst of
the schools ,

Japet W,
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e 100] It's
not easy, since the caliber of the
schools {5 very high.

Nick
Sh_arkey

During the past few wecks, I have
been exposed to many different high
school sales techniques. They have
ranged from the hard sell — “Your
child can get an eduction cheaper at
anather school, but how can you put a
price on a iifetime investment?” to the
soft sell — “Select the school where
your child will be happiest. If he/she Is
% happy, then he/she will not suc-

I've been told to look at facilities —
“Our computer center Is fully equipped
for the high-tech future,”

T've heard boasting about curriculum
— “We require four years of sclence
and math, which will get your child into
a top college.”

I've been told about the teachers —
“Check out their credentials, and you'il
find 85 percent have master’'s degrees.”

SELECTING THE “right” school Is
no task. '

easy
open house gives insight into the

school's philosophy and the views of top

.administrators. A visit to the school

during the school day can tell how stu-
dents respond to thelr teachers, A high

school football game glves an indlca-

tion of school spirit. .
Attracting the parent and student Is-
only the beginning of the courtship. The:
better secondary schools require en- -
trance examinations. They check the:
grade school records of prospective:
students, They get recommendations:
from eighth-grade teachers. "
' The best schools turn.down many”
students who apply. But even they must;
recruit, so they get the top elghth.?
grade students, . i
Entrance examinations are usually’
taken In November. By the end of Jan-",
uary, the school lets the student know If
he/she 18 accepted. A few weeks later,,
the elghth grader must formally com-',
mit to the high school. .

AS DECISION TIME gets closer,
I've tinally made up my nilnd about the
school: But I haven't told my son be-
cause he's still debating the merits of
the (inalists. Hopefully, he will come to
the same conclusion. - - .

Who will win if we dlsgree? Don'f

*ask. I'm just glad the firat phase of ses

lecting a high school is almest over. I'll
worry about that another day.



