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Panel deflates JFK ‘myth’
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“That’s why we need to put him En perspective.”

DURING ONE of three discusslons marklog the
20th anniversary of Kennedy's death, the OU panel
tried to do Just that,

About 20 students and faculty heard two histori-
ans and a campus minlster debunk the Kennedy

* “myth" And for some —~ too young ta remember
the Kenned y era — it was a sobering cxperlence.
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. DURING Tlll:: noontime discussion, the pancl-
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“When Kennedy ran agaiest Nixen {ln 1960}, he
Was very popular because he represented some-
thing tangible; he represented a vigorous, forceful
man with Intentions,” satd history Professor Pa.
trick Stravss, adding that as a U.S; senator, Kenne-
dy tnitiated liberal Jegislation bat usually voted as
@ moderate. i

“Kennedy was a myth, He was not tiberal or pro-
gressive, but in many ways a conservatlve.”
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DYKES CREDITS Kennedy with being a “good
cnough president to put on the right Image.” And
for surrounding himself with the "right people.”

“He had the quality of scelng the best public rela-
Livns gesture and course of actlon: in choosing the
image he chose the one that played the best,” he
said.

Dykes, whe teaches black history, betleves Ken.

! nedy made some strides on behalf of mlnoritles
i through executlve orders and proposed legislation,
f But he doubts Kennedy could have persuaded Con-
! £¥ess to pass as strong a law as the 1964 Cjvil
Hights Act.
i And Struass agreed, “Kennedy's relatlons with
: members of Congress he served with Just weren't
’ that good,” said the historian, who belleves Presl-
‘ dent Lyndon Johnson got the legislatlon through be-
cause he had been a Senate teader., “Kennedy was a
] follower.”
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ALL THREE speakers sce the Cuban Missile Cri-
B sis as Kennedy's higgest mistake — one that could
. have had disastrous results,

In 1962, Kennedy hnposed a blockade on Cuba to
keep the Soviet Union from hringing in more mis-
siles. The crisls was resolved when the Soviets dis.
banded the bases,

“The Cuban Missile Crisls was the ulilmate test
of brinksmanship, and I think It could have been
handled differently,” said Strauss, who believes the
episorde could have resulted in nuclear war,

I just don't think It was the best thing for us.”

Dykes credited Kennedy with not “invading Cuba ) ey . ] o -

and getting us tnto a shoating match, But obviously & -

the Bay of Pigs was a big mistake.” 4 # A n n O u n ( :l n g RR
CAMPUS MINISTER Eric Kolbell, who is In- 3 ey . . :
volved in peace work, said, "Twenty-one years Jat- LR .
er_people still read the Cuban Missile Caisis as o I l I’ ' 'e e po S l t C' :O u n t S

unj 1!1‘5.11 act of Soviet aggression, And of course, it .

“‘ilﬁ"ll\lclvcducnwrs are uncertain what history would : " ) . . . .

say about Kennedy if he had served a second term, 4 flii: - Dur‘ tlme de Oslt accounts uar‘antee hl h
T think prob.zblyh(ur the next 20 %;c;?rs. pseplc N N R .

vill talk abi s and realitie: - H

o g st ok : | Interest with a minimum deposit of $1,000.

Paul Fi in. OU's coordinator of camp: e - . . .

s O oo samus o They're available in 32 day to six year matur-

“But we probably never will know the realitics,” .. . N

. *

BUT TO KOLBELL, it's no sur;;rlsc that JFK is 'tIES- And yOUP tota' depOSltS ar‘e lnSUf‘Ed
e ¢ of a hero 20 fler his death.
"o culure need e satd o campus for up to $100,000. Stop by or call your
chaplain, who thinks Kennedy's charismatic per- .
st artyos cambine wllh Ameri's branch manager for details,

The myth is not a Hle, but it is'not (o be seen as s

storical fact. 1 tai ds 1 lety. If
o o 2 B, o Wi et B i That's my bank.

Knlbell.

‘3‘\\'01' all need a vision of Camelat. We need that to . e - S
aspire to.” - :

UF Torch Drive
nears 45%mark

United Foundatlon Torch Drive volunteers an-
nounced today that $20.2 million, or 44.9 pereent of
this year’s §45 million goal, has been ralsed to date.
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The announcement was made at the second re.
port meeting at the Book Cadillac Hotel by Torch
Drive general chalrman Thomas F. Russell, ehalr-
of the board and chlef executive officer of

‘vderal-Mogul Corp.

Representing  the  metropolitan  Detrolt-area
banks and financlal Instltutions, Michlgan Natlonal
Hank of Detroit president Andrew Brodhun report-
cd contributions of nearly $2.4 millon, or 100.1 per-
cenl of quata,
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ADDRESSING more than 350 voluntcers, Bro-
dhun said, “In these difficult times, the banking and
{inancial Institutions have once again demonstrated
their concern for the residents of the metropolitan
Detroit area and are reporting signlficant Increases
from their 1982 glfis. Their outsianding support of
the 1983 Torch Drive will help meet the [ncreased
nceds of our community,”

Reports from four campaign unlts showed:

® Industrial Unit — $2.7 million, 53.9 percent of

1ota.
k o Commerclal Unlt — $3. 5 milllon, 51 pereent.

® Service Unlt — ncarly $3 million, 5.1 per-
cent.

© Schools, Government and Professions Unlt —

$2.2 milllon, 49.2 percent.




