12—

O&E _Thursday, November 10, 1083

Variani records
Poulenc music

y Mary Jano Doerr
epoclal writor

'Ahgwlplml“ ‘Though there I3 nothing eazy in the

§ Many classical music lovers aren't familtar with
Soulenc’s plano musie. It has far oversha-
Howed by his more revered dperatic, voeal and bal-
Jet musle. Critics have always dismlissed [t as-too
Shallew for seriodS conslderation, The result is that
©only one planist has recorded any of the plano liter-

ture. .

i Planist Flavio Varanl disagrees with the critics
nd in hls first album, entitted *Poulenc Noc-.
utnes,” recently released by Orlon Master Record-

fngs of California (ORS 83458) he has recorded

Some of the works of this 20th century composer.

4 Poulenc was 2 member of the group of “Les Six,”

all compesers in Paris who rebelled against the

fexcesses of Romantics such as Wagner, the myst-
fism of Franck and the vagueness of Debussy,

1 They were named for the similer movement in

palnung. Surreallsm. Consldered against the gran-

«deur of Romantelsm and the dissonance of so

smuch of modern musle, the slmplicity-of the stylc

P, for instance, Poulene, led many people to dis-

connt the Importance of thelr work. . )

Of the six, Poulenc's music Is emerglog as having
he most endurance. Having dled as recently as
1063, he is already belng considered as one of the
amportant compasers of this century,

i THAT POULENC Is the contemorary *master of
Yhe melody® can be plainly understood when Haten- ~
§ing ¢o his piano snusics It s pleasing, always melo-
Yle, light and airy, gentle, never heavy, at times
anoody, with sudden changes of thythm and fecling,
gﬂcn 1t Is very descriptive. For structure, Poulenc
raws on & wide range of classleal forms. No
‘plece” lasts more than one to three minutes with
yeles never more than 10-15 minutes, )
For this relcase of Varani's, which was recorded
fat the RCA studios In New York City, he bas drawn
‘ selection from Poulenc’s middle period when the
fulk of his plano muste was compesed, from 1927
11943,
+ “8 Nocturnes,” from which the album [s named,
iwas a series of pleces Poulenc composed during the
Wnine years from 1929-1938, years that span the time
wof his conversion to Cathollclsm,
} The group descrlbes a variety of moods connect-
ied with anything fram balls to bells. In several
,pieces Poulenc's surreallsm in music is clearly ple-
]turcd as he alters and changes hls melodles into
\other forms, such as In the lovely G Major Noc-
sturne and the "Coda to the Cyele.”
{ Poulenc was first recognized for his ballet com-
‘positlons. He arranged the “Pastourelle” from his
sballet “L'eventail de Jeanne.” Its gentle style and
ichanging rhythms gives a two-minute hint of the
sreason for that poputarity in that [dlom,
+ The Suite Francaise comes from a chamber mu-
islc work of the composer written in 1936, It con.
isists of @ number of delightful dances In varlous .
\lempos and moods, two bransles, a pavane, and
jeven a military march. The cyle concludes with a
“carillon” number. .
« Though Poulenc’s style is not muscular, the Toc-
icala from “Trois Picces,” composed in 1928, comnes
[the closest on the album to being anything of a
)
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, In some of his phrases and ls certainly more delib-

Poulenc y for meldoy.

BETWEEN bls religious moments and his vul-

garity, we are never really sure when Poulenc is
being In his Val he Is
belng humorous about the number of compoaitions
on the letters [n Bach’s name. Varani dedicated this
number to Viadimir Horowliz who secms to be cn-
amored of such pleces,
« Varanl's interpretation of this music Is very
spontaneous and free, using tempo rubato through-
out. Comparing this record with the only other re-
cords available, the three of French planlst Gabriel
Tacchlno, Varani comes forth with 2 warmer tone
and richer elucidation of the music. -

He produces a great.many different sounds from
the plano. While the Frenchman tends to be clearer

erate in his mood, his [s a very dry approach.

Varani's use of the pedal is justlficd by Poulenc's
own insistance, especlatly In hls early ptano muste,
on “beaucoup de pedale.” The greatest dlfference
between Varanl's style and that of Tacchino's ap-
peara in the *Carillon® where Varaol's jerky and
erratle approach gives a rather good imitation of
the sound of a cartllon, more than the academic
approach.

It seems rather Jronlc that Poulenc’s music, com-
posed n rebelllon against Romantle muslic, benefits
from the Romantlc qualities Varani brings to it. It
Is a beawtlfu) record and one worth addlbg to a
record collection,

THE RECORD is facketed with a picture of
Varani In front of a Calder stabile taken at the De-
troit Institute of Arts and backed by a personal sto-
ry of Varani's contact with Poulene when Varanl
was a student in Parls,

Discount Records in Birmingham has albums (n
stock ($9.49) and other stores can order the record
In about 3 or 4 weeks. :

Varant, a Birmingham resident, Is chairman of
the piano department at Qakland University. He

China painters show

Porcalain pleces of numarous shapes, sizes and uses, all painted
by b of 8irml Chapter Porcelain Ariists,
will go on aafe 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 8aturday, Nov. 19 in First United
Methodiat Church of Farmington, 33112 Grand River, The pleces
shown above and at {oft aro the work of Doloras Petachinko, a
Far Hlils reai and china p g toacher. There is no
admission charge to the show and salc. Refreshments are compli-
mentary. -

mer he appears at the Bay View Muslc Festival and
with the International Chamber Music Festlval In
Munich, Germany. Each winter he tours South
America,

Varani won first prize at the International Cho-

has appeared frequently with the Detrolt
Orchestra at Mcadow Brook Festivat. Each sum.

pin C in Spaln. He holds a master’s de-
gree from Manhattan School of Music.
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