Aust

nis awe

' By Chris McCosky
' staff writer

OR ABOUT 11 mlnutes she was
almost Inyisible. Westland

John Glenn had over shijted

its towering zone defense to

force North Farmington away from
her. Stl), she managed to pull down six
rebounds in these frustrating 11 min-

cs,

With 5:38 teft in the half, the North
girls basketball team trailed 13-6 and
was in danger of lostng control of the
game and its share of the Northwest
Suburban League title,

That's when she cxploded.

She shook free of Glenn's harassing
zone and canned a 15-footer from the
cornet. She promptly stole the ball and
outraced everybody to the hoop for the
layup. Next time down she canned an-
other jumper from the corner. Then she
forced two consecutive Glenn turn-
overs which led to North basketa.

In less than three minutes, she had
brought North back from a seven-polnt
deficit to galn a tle In last Thursday's
eruclal victory aver Glenn.

“She” is the girl they call “Awe- .
some”,

. .

AMY AUSTIN is an incredibly shy,
studious young woman away from the
field of athlctic She
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future but she won't bd

people
in sports

13 also-ran to the 17-4 NSL champlons
of a year ago, This season, the Ralders
are 14-2, have retained at least a share
of thelr, NSL tlile, and arc eyeing the
state tournament with -more fervor,
than usual. '

Ausiln a picture perfect
jump shat, evidenced in numbers by
her 50.8 percent shootlng percentage
{114-236} and her 17 polnts per game

‘. scoring average In 16 games thls sca-

son. s
SHE 15 lightning quick both with
and without the batl, evidenced by her
team-feading 57 steals and countless
forced turnovers. And, accerding to
North head coach Greg Grodzlekd, she
has a 27-Inch vertical jump which en-
ables her to average about 10 rebounds
per game.

Check out these stats: Durlng one
two-game week thls scason, Austin
scored 41 polnts, grabbed 23 rebounds
and made 13 steals. That's a carecr for
any number of other players,

“Amy Is the catalyst on our tcam,”
sald Grodzlcki. “She [nltfates things.

speaks softly, choosing her words care-
fully, blushing alinost constantly. She ls
a 1.5 student whose slghts are flrmly
sct on a carecr in medicine.

On the athletle field, be it the sofiball
diamond, the volleyball court or, most
especlally, the basketball court, Amy
Austin is, well . . . awesome. She is not
shy or introverted when a basketball is
In her hands, She is aggressive, compet
Itive, a leader.

In the three seasons she has played
varsity basketball at North Farming-
ton, the Raiders have gone from an 8-

When we need the key rebound er the
key steal, she gets it for us,

*I've not seen anybody do what Amy
docs for 32 straight minutes. There’s
not been an cplsode where she hasn't
put out for the entlre game, And its not
Just her scoring, It's her steals, her re-
bounds — how many people can take
the ball off the glass and beat every-
body down court for the layup? She
does it so often.”

Austin's position Is the whole court.
She jumps center and plays the high

and low posts on offense — that Is,
‘when she’s not bringlng the ball up the
court. On defense, she mostly plays un-
derneath to take advantage of her re-
boundlng skills, but, occasionally she
wlll be assigned to shadow the oppo-
nent’s top scorer. Grodzieki has been
singing the praises of his star for two
years now, and very few people have
llstencd.
That’s the tragedy of Amy Austln.

WITH ALL HER talent, all her
statlstics, she has been virtually over-
looked by college scouts. Post-scason
accolades have gone to players with
fess abtlity, Recognition from the state-
wlda dally newspapers has been nll.

The lack of recognltion for Austin
has puzzled and hurt Grodzlcki.

“It's really Incredible. I guess it’s our
(lack of) exposure that has hurt her. I
think we are looked on as playlng in a
weak league. The {Detrolt) News or the
{Detrolt) Free Press won't come out
unless you've got players aver §-foot.
Or, unless you've had two or three
years of belng on top,” he said.

Austin partly blames herself.

“I should have started to contact
schools earlier in the year,” she sald,

She sald the lack of recognitlon has
been in the back of her mind, but she
hadn't really glven it much thought.

*NORTH HASN'T had much of a
reputatlon,” Austin sajid. “We are Just
starting to win. The junlors and the
sophomores wlll get a lot more recog.
nitlon next year.”

Austtn, then, has paved the way for

around {o reap the benefits.

“That's about how I feel,” she safd.

Austin may yet get her due. Nerth
Farmington will be competing in the
same district tournament as defending
state champ Our Lady of Mercy,

"If we can win a couple of games in
the district and get a shot at Mercy,”
Austin sald, “there will be a lot of col-
leges there to see Mercy. I think that
we can give them a goed game. I've

-talked to & ot of people and Lhey say

Mercy's not unbeatable.”

THERE ARE ALSQ many people in
Austin’s corner. Grodzicki for one, is
sendlng out letters and making video-
tapes of Austin’s play available to col-
leges. So far, the Universlty of Detroit
and Michigan State University have
been in touch.

Greg Kolb, who heads up the Great
Lakes Scouting Serviee in Michlgan,
has ranked Austin among the top 20
blue-chlp prospects in the state. Kolb is
also scnding out notices to collcges on
-behalf of Austln. )

“Amy's potentlal In college is cnd-‘
less,” Grodzleki sald. “She could play at
any level. She Is a bonailde bluc-!
chipper and I've never sald that about}
anyone else ln my program. I just hopes
she gets a fair shot. She wants it so bad.}
and she deserves It.” H

Austln said she won't glve up If she is}
not offered o scholarship after this. sea-

son. 4

*My indlvidual goal is to get a schol-}
arship to college,” she said. “If I don'ts
get It, I'll walk on. 1l look for a school:
with X good educatlonal program in}
mediclne and a good basketbail team
I'll walk on and try to earn a scholary
ship that way.” 1

\Vhat a pleasant surprise she would
be for the college she walked on to, And
what an embarassment 1t would be 1d
all the college scouts who have overs
looked Amy Austin.

North’s Amy Austin has bean a major force In the reaurgonce of
ihe Ralders girls baskeotball program. Despite hor numerous ac-
complishments, Ausiin has been overlooked by college scouts.

Eaglet coach quits

By C.J, Rissk
stalt writer

- There are three reasons why Al Dicken decided
: to resign his posltion as Qrchard Lake St. Mary's
" fvotball coach.

One s 5-ycars-old. Another is 3.

Those are the ages of his two sons. Then there's
his wife, Lauric. '‘Not being able to spend enough
tima with (hem 15 reazon enough for Lhe S1-year-old
Dicken to glyaup lomslhlnch!hu!t{vegwmm:h

“It's Just*come to' s polnt: I my- life:
got to evaluate some things,” satd Dicken ln surren-
derlng the job he has held for six years. “St. Mary's

whera T've: '

Tim Domke ~- as well as the players made the
decislon more difficult.

“These kids are good kids," he said. ”I'm going to
miss that more than anything."

BEFOHRE COMING TO OLSM, Dicken coached
basketball for two years at West Bloomficld. He
took the OLSM positlon because “my (lrst love was
in football. I don't know where I'll ever find a place
that T'il llke the klds as much as here. I'll mlss

o .

He won't leave without fond memordes. Like the
last-minute. 15-14 victory over Ann Arbor Gabricl
Richard In the 1§81 Catholic C-D League playoffs.
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