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'P‘roduCing own album h

By James Windal
speclal writer

HE CLOSEST THING to Nir-
vana, i you're a muslcian, is
your own album. Right?

And §f you've got that well-
produced album, you're on YOur way to
a best-selling record. Right ngatn?

It aln't necessarly so. Local musi.
clans who have produced thelr own a)-
bums have found the way to fame and
riches in the musle industry Is ot ex-
actly paved with vinyi.

Shella Landls ean attest to thls.

A singer and songwriter with out-
standing talent, Sheila Landis has just
produced and released her fourth al-
bum (*Singer/Songwriter”) on her own
Shelan label. But she's not making a lot
of money from the sale of her albums
and neither are they bringing her and

s !

her band the kind of steady work she
enjoys. Al .

“I'think as I keep making albums
they become less Important to me,”
R.Ild Landis, a Rochester resident.

AFTER GIVING her irst album the
greatest push because she was rlding
on great hope and enthusiasm at the
time, she now adopts a different atti-
tude toward the making of records,

“In the beglnning I had all my hopes
50 high and essentlally nothlng hap-
pened,” she sald. *So now I just do them
as sort of a hobbby.” A hobby, she add-
cd, that costs her about the price of a
car cach year, .

That translates into about $3,000
cach year she records an atbum. Qther
muslctans may spend up to $30,000 to
record an album, »

*I'm very reallstic because I'don’t
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expecet anything to happen with my al-
bums,” Farmington Hills reeds player
Larry Nozero conceded.

A musician with a large Detroit-arca

g and pp
. at last summer’s Montreux-Detroit In-

ternational Jazz Festlval, Nozero sald
he doesn’t record hls own albums for
profit. -

*You always want lo recoup your
costs,” sald Nozero, who recently re-
feased “Up to Your Neck™ on hls own
Larcon label. *But you have to be real-
Istlc about what your patentlal is.*

NOZERO 1S well aware of what his
potentlal is. Alter appering as a alde-
man and studio musician on hit singles
and albums for other people while
bullding a followlng wlith his own jazz
group, Nozero can reasonably expect to
sell several thousand atbums locally. |

JIt's gettlng the album in record
itores outslde Detroit that presents the
greatest problem after an album Is fln-
ished, however,

“Finding distribution for a small la-
bel ts very, very difflcult,” Nozero sald,
“Often I's not worth it for blg record
distributors to deal with a small inde-
pendent label and deal 1,1 terms of 500
records.”

1 distribution of an album is a major
problem after a record is finished, the
economics of producing an album from
the start tends to be prolubitively ex-
pensive for most musicians and ban-
dleaders. .

“1 just save the money throtgh the
working gigs,” said Landls, “and when
1"ve got wad of four or five thousand
saved, then I hire musiclans, rehearse
and go Into the studlo.”

With the experience of four albums
behind her, Landls reports the largest
amount of moncy goes to the musiclans
she hires to play on the album. Musi-

- clans who work In a studio must be

pald union scale during a sesston.

TREN, THE COST of 2 sound studlo

can range from $50 to $175 an hour,
‘That cost could soar into the thousands
of dollars with actual recording time,
overdubbing, mixing and assembling

the final tape.

The next chunk of money goes to the
pressing plant where the master tape is
converted Into a vinyl disc. On top of
these costs are expenses related to pro-
motian and distrlbution.

Detrofter Wendell Harrison, a top-
noteh reed player who has fronted a
sueeessful Jazz group for years, has put
out aix of his own albums. His last
record, released In 1982, was *Organic
Dreams” on his own Wenha Records la-
bel

“You've got to scll albums If you're
going to stay allve,” said Harrison, who
years ago formed Reblrth, inc., a non-
proflt organizatlon to deal with his re-
cordings and promotlon.

“To get any kind of club or concert
work, you got to have an album out
there — whether It's selling or not,” he
sakd, .

Harrison presses as many albums as
he can afford — which may be as fow
as one, up to 2,000, “We then try to
keep them In print as Jong as the people
want them,” he sald. When the demand
is depleted, he records a new album,

ALTHOUGH HE, like many local
muslclans, has a new record project in
mind most of the time, recording plans
often get shoved aside when the de-
mands of reality Intrude. *Records
spend money,” he qulpped, “while con.
ceris and lours pay the bills.”

John Katalenie, a pianist who live
outside of Redford In northwest De-
troit, recently recorded and refeased
his Katalenlc-Kwek Band on hls own
Great Dane Records label.

‘This was a morc expensive recording
project than most because he and saxo-
phonist Gary Kwek front a blg band.
Katalenle hopes the record {(“Morning
Sun") serves some purposes.

“The beacflts of an album are that it
gll"cs you more exposure and a chance
1 ‘scl In the real game,” Katalenic
‘ The real game, as-deflned by ‘Ka-
talenic, is national distribution of an al-
bum and being able to book tours cut-
slde your hometown.

But musicians who record on their
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Reeds playor Larcy Noxoro relaxes In the studio of his home in
Farmington Hills. Nozero's newest album is “Up to Your Neck.”
Recaords by the local artists named in the story are avallable at
Harmony House Recorda & Tapes, as well as some other record

outlets.

own label, and thercfore qualify as
small independent record ‘companles,
are not equipped Lo distribute natlonal-
ly. .

POPULAR FLUTIST Alexander

Zonjic recorded “Elegant Evenlng® on
his own Danzon Record label. The

Windsor musician, who plays frequent.
ly in the Detroit arca, has learned some
of the problems of trying to distribute a

tocal proddct across the country, Even

though the album may be played regu-

larly on radio stations in other mujor

citles, getting the album 10 customers
a hazaed, .

'W‘hcn'you start sending albums out
of the state,” Zonjic said, “you're send.
ing money out of state,”
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Buffet

such as Veal Fricassee,
Mousaka, or Lasagna to
name a few, as well as our
own Key Lime Ple, Cheese
Blintzes and freshly baked
Danishes and Pastries.

Adults $7.35

Served 100.m. - 2 pm.

Also._Sunday Bavarian Night
Farally style [ried Qicken_scditonal
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‘Sunday Brunch

ar Comparable Prices

Enjoy over 40 select items,

Children under 5 $4.95
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Southfield will cclel

Carlos Murphy is back in town to open his
second restaurant in Warren,
Chimichangas. Monster Cookics, Shamrock
Salads. Hickory Ribs & Chicken, Quiches.
Crepes. And much more. Over 100 food items I
under $7.99 cach and 21 flavors of Margaritas
plus all your other favorite drinks.
Both Carlos Murphy's in Warten and
Emtc Warren's opening with
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CALL THEATRE FOR SCREEN TIMEB.

a huge po filled with pesos. When you draw a
coin, you'll win big discounts on your favoritc
food and drink, EVERYBODY WINS!

Great food. Great drinks. And a greac fun
time. Al happening at Carlos Murphy's 2nd
Grand Opening. Come on—Celebrate with us!
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