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Special day in Ba

Day to honor the fallen
:has ceremonial tradition

! Friday, November 11, is Veteran's
- Day. It used to be called Armistice Day
! because the World War One armistice
was signed on Nov. 11, 1918, In the
: they call It R

Day. Whatever you call it, it has the
same theme: remembering those who
. have died for their country in war.

T was in the Bahamas last year whea
they held their annual

1-of-a-kind
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i
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» Day services. Other travelers will be
there this year, stopping for a poignant

" bour In the middle of & warm-weather
“vacation to honor the men and women
who went to war, This year, as we re-
member the war dead from Lebanon
and Grenada, scems an appropriate
time to share that experience.

Twas on a balcony locking down past
the white helmets and the red-and-
white striped Jackets of the Royal
Bahamanian Police Force when the
Remembrance Day ceremonles began
around the cenotaph In the Garden of
Remembrance.

Palm trees made a fringed skyline
against the buildings of downtown Nas-
sau, framing the green grass, the flow-
er gardens and the people beginning to
converge from all directions.

THE BAND was below us, brass In-
struments gleaming, playing a slow
march while the dignitaries gathered
on the lawn. The oifficials wore dark
suits and long-sleeved dresses in spite
of the hot day. From the strect, we
heard the sound of approaching drums
as the first contingent of schoolglrls
rounded the corner in darks sults and
whilae blouses. The sound of durms got
Juuder as the uniform band appeared,
the drummers’ arms rising and falling
rhythmically in the heat. -

The grass on cither side of the lawn

began to ¢lutter: boy scouls with their
ties askew, glrls in paddy green skirts
and caps, nursing students, mothers in
flawered hats, foddlers trying to stand
still In thelr stiff Sunday shocs.

A blg old man In & grey sult and a
black hat, his hair a curly white mop
over a solemn black face, appeared on
the balcony behind me. He had a lot of
memories on his face as he looked
down an the gathering group be‘low.

AS WE WATCIIED, a’ single white.
unlformed soldler stood at parade rest
at cach'of the four corners of the ceno-
taph. .

There was complete silence, even
among the children in their stiff Sun-
day shoes, as a black lmousine parked
at the end of the walk and the Governor
General arrived. Out of the sllence a
booming volee began the famillar
words: “Greater love hath no man than
this, that a man lay down hls llfe for his
{riends."

After the first hymn, and the reading
of the first lesson, the girls in the green
caps begin to collapse in untidy Jittle
heaps in front of the now-silent drums,
hugging thelr knees §n their in their ef-
forts to sit still. The small children at
the edge of the crowd began to get rest-

eSS,
By the third lesson even the woman

B

In the mauve silk dress and matching
vell had placed her hymn book on the
grass. The guard of honor stood with
bent heads at each corner of the ceno-
taph. The old man behlnd me, hol as he

was, never relaxed his stance or took .

his eyes off the wreaths being placed
around the cenotaph below, .

FINALLY the soldicr with the lcop-
ard skin-over his shoulder blew the fi-
nal trumpet, There was two minutes sj-
lence. The band played “Day is Done."
There were the last unbearable
moments of Auld Lang Syne.

I'saw a collage of faces in the Sunday
atternoun sun: the Governor General,
the dignitacies faying wreaths, the
armed services representatives with
their arms flung In salute, black faces,
white faces, old faces, children, busi-
ness sults, uniforms, all dark shapes
against a green lawn, all surrounded by

From the balcony,
the trave! writer ob-
served the white hel-
mets and the red.
and-white striped
jackets of the Royal
Bahamanlan  Police
Force as ihe band
members playod dur-
ing the Remom-
brance Day ceremo-
nies in the Garden of
Remembrance,

1
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The Garden of Remembrance in Nassau {far right) Is & gsolemn
slght as it fills with allent aoldiors, sallors, school children, gov-
ernmont workers, clvillans and all manners of Bahemlans who
gather o honor fellow countrymen kilied In contlict, The Gavernor
Goneral (above) lays a wreath at the cenotaph,
that was bullt in henor of the fallen,

Acapuico

an empty tomb

the colored Sunday clothes of the on-
lookers, .

The band rose, stlll playing music,
and the old man's'voice behind me rose
in song, seftly at first, and then louder:
“lest we forget, lest we forget, . .

After the natlonal anthem, the crowd
diminlshed, the dignitaries teft, but the
honor guard remalned, still at attention
around the fower-bedecked memorial
to the dead,

We thought it was over, but there
was one final touch. Pipers led the
crowd downhlll to St, George's wharf
where they threw memorlal flowers
into the sca, singing softly as the
wreaths 1 bouguets floated gently be-
tween the Straw Market and the cruise
ships.

If you are ever in the Bahamas in
November, Remembrance Day cere-
monles are held on the Sunday follow-
ing November 11.
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Bach Festival in Cass City

The Fifth Annval Village Bach Festival will be
held in Cass City on Tuesday, Nov. 22, and Friday,
Saturday, Sunday Nov, 25, 26, 27. An additicnal con-

cert will be held in Midland Monday, Nov, 28, This s

no run-of-the-mill village festival. It Is a top-quatlty
musical event worth every mlle of the drive from the
Betreit area.

The festival is one of the many exciting artistic

evenls that my frlend Holly Althaver has helped to
bring 1o this small city on the Michigan Thumb. Hol-
1y was a mover and shaker for the Michlgan Councit
for the Arts for many years, and has been moving
and shaking things up in Cass City for as long as she
has lived there.

The program starts at 8:15 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 22
with a Festival Recital by pianist Thomas Brown.
¥riday begins with a pre-concert lecture at 7 p.m,,
followed by a Festival Concert at 8:15 p.m.
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Saturday afternoon features a harpsichord film at
3 p.am., a pre-concert lecture at 7 p.m. and a Festlval
Concert at 8:15 p.m. A reception follows.

On Sunday Nov. 27: film, I p.m.; pre-concert lec-
ture, 7 p.m., Festival Concert 3:15 p.m.

An additional concert will be held on Monday, Nov.
28 in Midland, with a 7 p.m. pre-concert lecture, and
an 8:15 p.m, Festlval Concert,

‘The concerts cost $4 for general admisslon, $10 for
reserved seats for each day of performance. You can
also by a Sustalning Patren for $150 or a Patron for
$100, which Includes two reserved seats te cach per-
formance.

For Informatlon and reservatlons contact The Vil-
lage Bach Festlval av P.O. Box 27, Cass City, ML
48726 or telephone 517-872-2844 from 9 am. to §
p.m. or 517.872:3050 after 6 p.m.

— Iris Sanderson Jones

MASSAGES AS
FREE DANCE LESSONS + GOLF (AVAIL) ¢ TERNIS
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CALL TOLL FREE FOR A BROCHURE, *

1-800-327-7510,

7 MCHTS
Cancun . $479
Weekty Thursday, Friday and Sunday departures via United Alriines
scheduled f1lgnts for a 7 of 10 night vacation begin January 1, Prices
fange from $479 to $3129 and include your cholce of 7 hoteis.

UNITED AIALINES

CARIBBEAN
Aruba $499

Weekly Sunday departures via Amerlcan Trans Alr charter flignts
begin sanuary 15, Prices range from $499 to $349 and Inciude your
ctholce of 5 beachifsont hotels. Alr only Degins at 5349,

Casa de Campo $599

Weekly Sunciay departures via Amerlean Trans Alr charter fiights
tegin January 15 to Santo Domingo, Prices range from $599 to 5843
and Include your cholce of a one or two bedroom villa, or 3 casita,

7 NIGHTS.
ASLOW AS

7 NIGHTS,
AS1OW AS

At Gredt Prices .
MEXITO

$369
Weekly Saturday departures for seven nights via American Teans Alr

charter flights. Prices range from $369 to $989 and Inclute your
cholce of seven hotels. Alr onty begins at 5299

DOMESTIC SUN
Las vegas §279

Daily departures via United Alriines scheduled flignts for 5, 4 or 7
nignts. Prices range from $279 to 5479 ang Include your cholce of

3 NIGHTS
AS LOW AS

ten hotels. (flJ uriveo amunes
Florida s $199

Dally departures.via Northwest Orlent Alriines scheduled fiights
begln January 1. Fly 10 Tampa, Orlando, Miami, Ft. Lauderdale, w.
Paim Beach, or Ft. Mvers,

RN NORTIHWEST ORIGNT

Phoenix $269

Dally departures from Detrolt via Northwest Orlent Alriines sche-
duled fights begin December 15. Prices range from $269 to $319.

RN NORTHWEST ORIENT -

Tucson $299

Dally gepartures from Detrolt via Northwest Orlent Alrtines sche-
auled flights begin December 15. Prices range from $299 to 5349,

RN NORTHWEST ORIENT
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