Tipping the balance
‘High key,’ ‘low key’ shots

Most photographs that we are accus-
tomied to seeing contain an even range
of tones from light to dark. But by
belng creative and deliberately Upplag
the balance toward elther extreme, you
can produce exclting, unusual plctures.

‘Tones that are predominately on the
light slde thronghout the entlre image
will result in what Is called a *high
key™ shot. Just the opposite, If dark
tones dominate the photograph, we
have a “low key” picture,

For an etfective high key shot, you

Music Hall goal:

¥. James McDonald, president of
General Motors Corp.,.wlll head up
Musle Hall Center's 1983-84 corpo-
rate campaign for operating fund
contributlons.

Under McDonald’s leadership, Mu-
slc Hall Center hopes to raisc
$330,000 to support the non-profit or-
ganlzation’s presentations of dance,
famlly and musicat cvents,

Muslc Hatl recently completed its
10th season of programming in the
downtown theatre,

Bullt in 1928 by Matilda Dodge Wil
son, It Is recognized as an historical
Y d-radsl

should select a subject that Is light In
color, and, i In a controlled situation,
usc a light background and arrange the
lighting so that there are very fow
shadows, Small patches of dark tones
are ncceptable, even important in that
they will keep a high key plcture from
looking washed out and pale,

Some common outdoor high key sub-
Jects are sand dunes or freshly foilen
snow. Inslde, you can be more creatlve,
Try shooting white objects such as eggs

$330,000

1y ralsed more than $100,000 for reno-
vated auditorium scats and a new
stage curtaln,

McDonald succeeds Thomas B.
Adams, chalrman of Campbell-Ewald
Co.. who chaired the 1982-83 corpo-
rate fundraising drive,

McDonald has been president and
chle! operating officer of General
Motors since February, 1981. Hls
many cultural and clvic afflllations
Include directorshlps on the boards of
the H.J, Helnz Co., the Motor Vehlcle
Manufacturers Associatlon, Econom-
ic Club of Detrolt and Up with Peaple,
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or even crumpled paper against a
white background. Portralts tnken In
(ront of a light backdrop also can be
classifled as high key,

PROPER EXPOSURE s esscntinl
lo get quality high key results, but a
iittle camera expertlse [s required, Be-
cause the majorlty of the subject area
will be light (n tonaltty and will reflect
most of the light striking it, your cam-
era’s meter wiil be “fooled”™ and you')l
get an underex shot. _Solutton:
Take the meter reading off either an 18
percent gray eard or, more castly, off
the back of your hand. This way, your
exposure will be correct and you'll ob-
taln a rlch, high key print.

Low key pletures are opposite high
key in that the dark tones dominate,
Outdoors, the dark skles often seen af-
ter a storm wlll reward you with a
strong, low key Jandscape shot. Or an
abundance of dark foliage can provide
the necessary background for that low
key Image. Dramatle Hghting com-
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bined with a dark background also witl
produce portraits with mood and Im-
pact.

AS IN HIGH key shots, exposure can
be tricky because the dark tones will
“tell” the meter {0 open up and, as a
result, you'll overexpose the film. So,
here too, use a gray card or your hand
for correct readings. In fact, in all high
key and low key shots, bracket your ex-
posures slightly to be assured of getting
an optlmum print.

With the right subject, some thought,
and a Httte creativity, high key and low
key techniques will add exclting lmag-
s to your photo portfollo.

A dramatic, low key portralt is
captured here by Monte Naglor,
who'used a single light source
and a black background. The
mode| (s Miss Michigan-USA,
Kimbarly Mexicotte of Livonia.
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Beyond the impressive
gatchouse, pictured befow, s
an enchanted setting known
only to a fortunate fow.
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