Judge pens true story about a

By Kathy Parrish
staft wrlter

the paperbacks all go to VIP. |
As part of ts Family Film Scries, Evangelical

al premlere In September in tho Bob Hope Theatre
at Southern Mcthodiat Unlversity, Dallas, Texas.
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race for love

For Bill, admlttedly very low key about having a
film bosed on his life, some of the attention has

Films retold the story which slnger Pat Boone Locally, its first showing was In the First United been a bit unnerving. And he definitely has taken a But the real n !

District Court Judge Kelth J. Lecnhouts drove a called a “fantastic spiritual tonle.” Methodist Church in Royal Oak — the church in  back scat to his author-dad. ’ message liea In iho
hard bargain when a Dallas producer asked how ‘Two years In the works, the movle had its nation- which both father and son grew up, But he's glad so many people have responded ta  support givon (o
much he wanted for movle rights to hls book “A T - his success story, their son by Audroy
Father. . .ASon. . .and a Three-Mile Run." . "I don't comment toa much,” sald the shy teach- . andf Koith

“To show you what a poor negotlator I am, If 1 er, who called the experlence “rather personal and Leenhouto during
had the money I'd pay you to do it." answered aJittle bit different.” . ful batif
Leenbouts. “But it's helped a lot of people, and I'm pleased 1118 youthful battfe.

Far the judge,-who s natlonally known for his

about that.”

Volunteers in -Probatlon (VIP) program, it was °
enough just to get hls teue Hife story on film. -

“I always thought it would lend iself best to a
movle," explained Leenhouts, who really never ex-
pected anyone but his family to sce the effort.

POTTERY
From Bowis to
THE FILM'S hometown premicre brought out Wall Hangings
860 people, who snlffled thelr way through the In-
spiring story of Bill Leenhout’s struggle to achicve
in school and on the track field. N
. The movle ends with his making Michigan’s Al
State Cross Country Team.
;But the real message lles In the support given to
thelr son by Audrey and Keith Leenhouts during his
youthful battle.

Our work is entirely hand
made without molds, and still
reasonably priced from $5.00.
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Tt was tough when I was younger and they hung » Plaques  « CandyDishies « Collanders
with me,” recalled 29-year-old Bill, who now teach- » Vases « Dinnerware  » Casseroles
es sixth grade and coaches high school cross coun- * Ashtrays = CanniserSets  « Platters
try.
“They gave me praise when I needed It and the Open Nov, 22 BIRMINGHAM
opposite too.” LIVONIA 642-8685
522-5808 120 Brownel!
NOW A VISITING judge In Madlson Helghts Dis. 27481 ¥'s. *
(rict Court, Leenhouts became natlonally famous u;_kﬁgt V;»ﬂ”nk!lcf T “:;ns:‘:;g? s 3
K 13. & Fri,t49, Sun. 1-
:’g’n:;'g"""g volunteers to work with youthful of- Now Dondero's cross country coach, Bill  was an underachlever both In the claas- ues5atL 106

Loenhouts can remober the days whan he room and tho athlotic fiold,

DREXEL'S NEW TRYON MANOF
SPECIALLY PRICED IN THE
GORMANS MANNER.

Gorman's Troy presents Drexel's

- Tryon Manor collection, This brand new
group features traditional styling, pecan

solids and cherry veneer in a rich classic

cherry finish. It's an exciting collection

. Marking lts 25th year in 1984, the Royal Oak-
based program has grown le more than a half mi).
1lon volunteers worklng In 5,000 juvenile and crimi-
nal justice programs around the country.

\ But the Judge’s book deals with his relatlonshlp
wlth his eldest son, whose grade school years were
marked by Inabllity to achieve at academles or
sporis. Bill's problems were later traced mainly to
2 paralyzed eye muscle,

’ But throughout the ordeal, the Leenhouts encour-

. aged thelr son to do his best. And he plugged away,
determined to succeed at whatever he trled.

"My whole being crled out for the world to know
how much I loved BI)), how proud I was of him, how
defeat had finally changed to triumph, how love
had conquered the odds," wrole Leenhouts.

IN 1972, the Royal Oak Kimball High School stu-
dent took “All-State™ honors In the Michlgan High
Schoo) Cross Country Champlonshlp.

The Christmas aiter graduation, Leenliouts pre-
sented his 19-year-old son a 40-page manuseript de- M
scribing thelr years together. Family and frlends
urged him to submit It to Reader's Digest, which
published the story in 1974 as "Race for Love.”

“I {ind writing I3 a very good way to express that will add a touch of elegance to any .
feellngs and emoticns,” explained Leenhouts, who h ome.
also wrotc manuscripts for his two other sons. .

“It’s all my thoughts, emotlons and feelings. Poor
Bill can’t get blamed for any of it.

“I was pretty taken back with the manuscript.
That was neat — just between him and me,” said

And, to celebrate the introduction of
this latest Drexel offering, each piece is .
avallable at a very special price, The 46" !
oval dining table’ (With 2-207 drop leaves)
and four side’chairs are just $1,459. The
58" credenza is $889 and the china cabi- -
net is priced at $1,595. The Tryon Manor
bedroom set is also specially priced.

Hurry In and see this elegant new
collection soon.

"It meant more to me than the book and movle.” . -

‘THE STORY was cxpanded into a book and in
1975 published by Zondervan Publishing, which sold
100,000 coples In English and about 15,000 In Dutch,
French, Portuguese and Spanish. Royaltles from

Party benefits
St. Jude Hospital

Oakland County Young Republicans will hold a
Charity Millionaires' Party to beneflt the TLSAC-
St. Jude's Children's Hospltal. |

The event will be from B p.m. to mldnight Satur-
day In the Troy Hilton.

Dally 10-9, Sat. 9:30-5:30, Sun. 12-5°
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OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, November 13, 1-4 pm
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The Drexel Heritage Showcase
W. Big Beaver at Crooks ® Phone: 649-2070
Open Daily 10 to 6; Monday, Thursday & Friday 'til 9; Sunday Noon to 5:30.

(Localed on 7 Milo batweon Wyoming and Livernols)




