By Joanne Mallszowski
slaft writer

CAT scanner is sitting on a Detrolt
loading dock waiting for dellvery to
Farmington Hiils,

But the remodeled facitity that was
10 house the new scanner remalns only
‘an archltect’s drawing as the hospital’s
:$11-milllon expansion plans again hit a
<lty zoning snag.

The construction that was expected
1o start tast month has littte chance of
beginning before next spring, said Ger-
son Cooper, hospital adminlstrator.

Two weeks ago, city planning com.
missloners recommended In a 5-3 vote
to deny an amendment to the zoning
ordinance that would allow Botsford to
add two patient floors to the south tow-
¢, making it at least 80 feet tall — 20
fect taller than zoning ordinances al-
Tow.

Plannlng commlssioners Ben Marks,
Joseph Hovanesian, John Trafelet,
Robert Anzlovar and Robert Pratt op-
posed the zoning amendment. Albert
Hull abstalned, claiming Botsford is
one of the largest customers of Mlcht-
gan Natlonal Bank, where Huff works,

“THEY (PLANNING commisslon-
ers) feit it would be a precedent {n a
way to establish 80-feet high (struc-
tures) In our communlity,” said Hal
Rowe, Farmington Hills zoning depart-
ment dlrector.

Hospital officlals requested the zon-
ing ordinance change after the city's
zoning board of appeals denied a varl-
ance that would have allowed the tow-
]cr to extend beyond the clty's helght
imid. .

Although both the ZBA and planning
commission have frowned on Bots.
ford’s expansion plans, the final decl-
sion on the hospltal's planned tower

Botsford General Hospital's new -

rests with the Farmington Hitls City
Counell. The zoning ordlnance amend-
ment, developed by the planning com-
misslon, will be discussed during a pub-
e hearing at-7:30 p-m. Monday, Nov,

" 21, Councl] members will make their

final decislon a week later at 7:30 pm.
Nov. 28.

“The ‘councll has [n the past gone
agalnst the planning commisslon’s rec-
ommendatlons,” Rowe, sald. “But It ls
strictly up to the councll.”

Twlce before councll members have
gone agalnst planaing commission rece
o helght » -

for-the MetroVision cable tower an

Alexander Hamilton Insurance Co. cu-
pola, hoth higher than 0 feet.

- Cooper, however, said hospital offic
clals have mot been “putiing all our
cggs In one baskct” by assuming city
officlals would glve them the green
light. '

Instend, he sald, architects have
drawn up “some 14 different scenar-
ios” of the proposed expansion project.
But, Cooper quickly adds, none of the
new plans are as “good, operationally,
archltecturally or from the stand polnt
of cost-effectiveness, as the originil
plans.”

BOTSFORD'S ORIGINAL plans call
for bullding new fourth and flfth floors
on the south tower. That additlon would
provide the hospitat with approximate-
ly 30 pereent more room than the origi-
nal north tower.

Although some beds In the north tow-
cr would be ctosed, the additlonal
floors would offer about 36 new beds,
Cooper said.

The profect also calls for moving the
lobby south of the existing entrance
and adding three elevators, nurses
locker rooms, expanded surgical and
cafeterla arcas. New visliors arcas, pa-

Hospital appoints
education chief

Council will decide
hospital expansion

tient solariums and examining rooms
would bo added, he aaid. . N
““This is 20 the patlents can get out of
the canvironment “of the hospltal
room,"Cooper added.’ - :
Although the ZBA granted the hospi-
tal o varlance for the north tower's
equipment penthouse when it was built
in 1965, Rowe explolned that board

.members  were following  the- ordl-
" nance’s

requlrements of a maximum
number of floors in a bullding without
realizing that the .dlstance between
floor and ceiling is different in a hospl-
tal than in other structures.

Since that time, the hospltal has been
put in a special purpose {SP) zone
which restricts bullding height to 60
feet. The only way the hospital can fol-
low through with its current plans is
for city officlals to change the ordl-
nance.

Whlle the height of the proposed
south tower Is drawing the most con-
troversy, hospltal offictals also have
plans for a smaller project — expand-
ing the medleal office building to three
floors from the present 30,000 square
fect to 42,000 square feet, Cooper sald.

Although construction on the medl-
cal offlce building was to begln thls
fall, Cooper sald the hospltal recelved
much higher than expecled construc.
tlon bids, -

“The blds make it unrealistic as It is
currently deslgned,” Cooper added.

Hosplta) offlcials have been working
on expansion plans slnce April 1982,
the hospital administrator said.
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:gently appolated director of the cduca-
tional resources department at St. Jo-
+seph Merey Hoapital in Pontiac.

L% Prior to joining St. Joseph Mercy,
Ishe was a senlor producer of medical

prog) at
of Michlgan Hospitals.
Lake has a master’s degree in radio/
TV/fim acd a bachelor's degree in
Journalism, both carned-at the Univer-
sty of Michigan,

How candidates won

Contlnued trom Page t

1,700 and Hughes 1,673. Fifth place
sTerry Sever took 1,670, followed by
ssixth place Jack Burwetl with 1,198,
"Seventh place Mellssa Levine captured
1823 absentee votes.
¢ Although fulfilling his campalgn
:strategy of capturing a good porilon of
‘the senicr citizen (absentec) vote, Sever
‘nonetheless could not have outstripped
sHughes, who was just ahead of him
'with 52 percent of the ahsentee vote.
‘Sever would have had to domlnate
'some of the eity's precincts to over-
‘come Hughes' total 398 vote lead.

But as the votes stacked up, Hughes

managed to place sccond in nine of the
city's preclnets, enough votes to hold on
to fourth place. Sever placed second
only In Precinct 6 and third in Pre-
cincts 18 and 22.

Hughes was further cemented into
fourth place when Alkatecb tied with
Wolf for 52 of 78 total votes cast in
Precinct 9, Alkateeb also led in Precint
18 garnering 91 of a total 132 votes
cast,

I Burwell and N
Levine posed little threat to any of the
four victors or Sever. Oaly in Precinct
2 and 5 did Burwell make it to third
place. At both Hughes and Sever's ex-
pense, Burwell tock 50 of the 93 votes
cast in Precinct 2,
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Sauna
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