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Airport security officers never know what
to make of Richard Moyer’s black bag,

When he travels, the Unlversity of Michl-
gan-Dearborn faculty member carrles empty
soup cans, balloons, string, bottles, paper,
rubber bands, paper clips and corn starch.

And he usually throws In his force fluxer,
which tooks a llttle like a lethal weapon,

"I almost got arrested in O'Hare Airport,”
recalled Moyer, who told suspicious offlcers
that he uses “junk stuif” to show teachers how
10 make science more [nteresting.

“Somchaw they believed me."

INSTEAD OF glass beakers and Bunsen
burners. the Plymouth resident does science
experiments with household jtems such as pop
bottles.

When science is

ent at Metro Detroit Science Teachers Associ-

atlon’s Nav. 12 meeting in Lakeview High
School, St. Clair Shores.

A co-author of seven sclence books, he's
now putting one together on his favorite topic,

“I' just put some sciency things together.,"
explained Moyer, whose force fluxer, is a
cardboard tube with a thread spool and a
magnet attached to It.

“There's nothing forboding about any of it,
No tubes.” .

RECYCLING HOUSEHOLD junk for use in
the classroom is something Moycr started
when he was teaching middte school science
10 years ago, Once a week, he would come up
with an experiment deslgned to get students
thinking.

One favorite — which he still uses — Is a
red plastic bowl from a magic set. He empties
iw;\u.-r from the bow! into a soup can, and then

t

An p of he tra-
vels around the country with his talk, “Scl-
ence Dazzlers with Junk,” which he will pres-

fously rofills ltself,
It's a magie trick, but It's based on a sclen.
tific princlple,” explained Moyer, who uses

Richard Moyer, a U-M-Dearborn professor, uses lilustrative

teach
niques: (from loft) Moyer uses a

siratos a force fiuxer.

fo
has authored sections of an “Accent on Sclence" toxtbook, a
page of which Is shown at left. Among his magical tech-

ties and then watchos as it refills itself; his daughter Emily, 4,
walches one of his 25 drinking birds perform; and he deman-

how to'teach. Moyer

“magic cup’ which he emp-

Staff photos by Jim Jagdfeld

the gimmick to talk about ajr pressure,

Usually, though, Moyer stays away from
magic and relics on items that can be found at
home. The Idea s to provid® teachers with
inexpensive equipment and also to make sei-
ence real to kids.

“IT GETS them talking about real life
things,” said Moyer, whose junk gets him into
topics like why treés are round and why eities
salt streets in the winter.

-In his ninth year on the Dearborn campus,
he teaches methods of teaching science 10 ele-
mentary and secondary teachers and eaviron-
mental education.

One of his maln goals is to get teachers —
who, he says, usually lack sclence back-
grounds ~ excited about the subject, And to
pass that enthuslasm on to youngsters,

“There's a crisis going on in selence educa.
on," sald Moyer, a member of the state Su-
perintendent’s Study Committee for Mathe-
maties and Science. The committee is making
recommendations for improving sclence edy-
cation in Michigan. N

"You g0 into a first grade room and do sci-
ence — the kids love it. But by junior high,
they're turned off. They don't sce it as rele-
vant, and they see it as hard. But it doesn't
bavetobe.” .

MOYER SAID that In US. high schools,
only half the students take chemistry and only
9 pereent physics.

He thinks one problem is the stercotype
people have of scientists as Caucasian males
who wear lab coats and use glassware, “And
they're evil looking. You wouldn‘t want your
daughter to brlng one home after church,”
sald the professor with a smile.

The science serles he co-authored for
Charles Merrill Publishing Co, attempts to do
away with some of those stereotypes. "Accent
on Science” deals with real life situations
which young readers could run into. And it
shows kids actually dolng the experiments,

Tn his college classes, Moyer works at help-
ing teachers handle sclence with ease. I iy
.lgigel”umm nol 10 be afrald w try these
things.

magic, it’s no bore

Some of the experiments are classics which
he has reworked to be more interesting to stu-
dents. He has added his “Star Wars™like
force fluxer to the traditional Carteslan diver
experiment 10 give it a lttle more punch. (1
used to have onc with a hight buib on the end
— it was sexier™ he said.)

Most of the experiments are “marvelous
diserepant™ experiments which fool kids be-
cause they don't do what they're expected to

A favorite experiment consists simply of
W0 soup cans — one black and one silver —
which keep water hot for different lengths of
ume.

“We need to apply teaching to real hife stulf
and not Just deal with the cliche.™

He believes youths need some science edu-
cation to eventually vate on issues like nucle-
ar waste and energy — which are all related
ta physics. And they're not getting 1hat back-
ground. .

"I you're a ramantic like me and believe in
democracy, that's terrible.”

Know someone doing aorﬁeming notadle? Let
us know, Write: Inside Angles, Farmington Ob.
server, 23352 Farmington Read, Farmington
48024.

THE NORTH FARMINGTON High School
Booster Club Day held Nov. 2 and sponsored by
Great Scott Supermarket on Orchard Lake Road,
helped raise §4,170 for the school's athletic, aca-
demlc, theatrical and music programs. The pro-

represented a percentage of the store's Nov.
2 sales, The Booster Club, comprised of parests of
North Farmlington students, have allocated $1,000
for schoal landscaplng. As customers left the stove,
a free grocery item was placed In with their pur-
chases as a way of saying “Thank you for support.
ing Great Scott's Booster Day from North Farm-
Ington High School.”

COULD YOU HELP someone if ke or ahe
were having a heart attack? Come to the mended
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presented a plaque along with a $75 Savings Bond
to Gordon. Also on hand to offer congratulntions
was Clayton Graham, principal of North Farming.
ton High School

HOME ECONOMISTS talk turkey from now
through Dece. 24 even on Thaunksglving Day and
Christmas Eve. For any question at all concerning
turkey, from how much to pure] to a last-min-
ute in-the-oven crisls, the professionals on the
Butterball Turkey Talk-Line will give the answer
by calling toll free, 800-323-4848. They will even
offer stufflng rectpes, or recipes for side dishes.

TOMORROW NIGHT West Bloomficld
Lanes will be filled with residents who Hve in Roll-
ing Oaks Subdlvision who are Invited as guests of
the manager. The invitation comes with the hope
that Interest will be sparked to get a bowling
league started, The residents who want to sec the
bowllny alley filled think it will be a good way to

heart meeting Nov. 29 at 7:30 p.m. In the N
Heart Assoclation Bulldlng, lower level, 16310 Weat
12 Mlle Road, Southfield. A class will be given on
C.P.R. All are welcome, For more information, call
$57-9500,

THE FARMINGTON AREA JAYCEES
have Entertalnment Passbooks ‘84 for sale during
the Christmas shopping scason. Priced at $19.95,
they make excellent Christmas glfts. If you would
like to order one call, 477-JCCS.

FARMINGTON GOODFELLOWS need
your help. Wlth more families and senior cltizens to
serve and the natural altrition of the Goodfellow
ranks, more volunteers are nceded In every phase
of the program. Call 474-3440 and say: “I want to
help the Goodfellows keep thelr promise: No Child
or Senlor Cltlzen Without a Christmas.”

EDWIN PICKENS, a student at Farmington

High School, has been awarded a first-place prize
by Lawrence Institute of Technology for his out-
atanding score on the Junior Engineering Techalcal
Soclety's (JETS) Natlonal En, 8 Aplitude
Search Test. David Hubbs, p:;lme]»t of mecganl:;:
engincering at LIT presented & plaque and a
Sngings Bgnd to Edwin. Jerry Allison, assistant
principal at Farmingten High was also on hand to
offer congratulations,

GORDON SHARPE, a student at North
Farmingion High School, was also awarded a first-
place prize by Lawrence Institute of Technology
for his outstanding score on the Juntor Engineering
Techaical Soclety's {JETS} Natlonal Englneering
Aptitude Search Test. Richard Maslowsk], chatr-
man of LIT's clectrical engineering department,

meet their

DARCIE GOULETTE, daughter of Dennls
and Nancy Goulette of Farmington Hills, and a
1983 graduate of Harrison High Schoo!, audltioned
and was accepled in the Central Michigan Universi.
ty marching band. Darcle has completed ber flrst
season as a “Marching Chip.”

WANT TO HELP a child at the Children's
Hospltal adopt a cuddly, stuffed teddy bear for the
bolldays? You can by entering onc of your teddy
beara in “The Most Loved Teddy 'Round Town™
contest belng held at Loretta Lorjon Childrens Ap-
. parel, Beginning Monday, Nov. 28, bears will be
accepted at the store located in the Bloomfleld Pla-

sale 595

and save

an 1BV Personal Typewiter -

za, Telegraph at Maple Road. Judging by local ce-
lebritles for the oldest, largest, smallest, raggediest
#nd best-dressed teddy will be Dec. 8 from 4-8 pm.
For every bear entered in the contest, a brand new
bear will be glven to & child at the Children’s Hospi-
tal of Michigan. Help a child adopt a bear, enter
your teddy bear in “The Most Loved Teddy "Round
Town" contest. .

FARMINGTON HIGH TRACK CLUB Is
sponsoring a one mile fun run and a five mile road
race on Saturday, Dec. 3, at 10 5.m. Both races will
start and finish at Farmington High, Ribbons will
be awarded to all one mile finishers, and trophles
and medals will be awarded to the top flnishers in
cach category In the five mile race, T-shirts wiil be
given to all. Advance registration Is $6 until Nov,
21 and Includes  special T-shirt. Refresimenta will
be provided to all participants. Procceds will go to
the Alpine Fiying Eagles Ski Team ~ a Farming-
ton Schools helping the hand
through sports.
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