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There were snacks avallable, but no
one munched.

"How can you cat after that?” asked
Tracey Jones, a Farmington High
School senlor who had just flnlshed
watching "The Day After,” a made-for-
TV movie showing the hideous after-
math of a nuclear war,

Jones and two classmates, Kris Rog-
ers and Liz Berger, watched the contro-
verslal movle last Sunday at the Bots.
ford Inn In Farmington Hills and then
talked about it afterward.

The mushroom clovd shawed up bril-
liant plnk on milllons of television
sereens — including the one (n Room
41 of the Botsford Inn — at 9:11 pm.
last Sunday as ABC-TV made thermo-
nuclear apocalypse a video event
agross the nation.

“The Day After,” which attempts to
deal with the effeet of nuclear war on
ordinary cltizens, will bc known for
years to come as the television pro-
gram which became a news event,

ABC spent a bundle to hype It, anti-
nuclear advocates applauded it, promi-
nent psychiatrists urged that young
children not wateh it, and the President
of the United States was sald to have
used his influence to try to have It de-
layed or altered.,.

And ap estimated 75 milllon viewers
gathered In homes and churches to
wateh It

Called the ultlmate disaster movic

by one crltic, the emotionally charged

film shows graphic Images of death by

Ir
nuclear attack on Kansas City.

Kris Rogers

SURVIVORS -~ Including central
character Jason Robards, who plays
the chled physiclan at a unlversity hos-
pital In Lawrence — wander about
dazed and horribly burned, left to cope
with a world ruled by guos and fear.

The themes of despalr and hopeless.
ness run throughout the $7-million, 2%
hovr movle.

“We have to do everything we can tc
protect ourselves from the fallout,”
Robards tells a pregnant woman in the
chaos of the post-blast hospltal,

“What for?" answers the woman and
walks away.

In another sccne, a farmer says to
his wifc, “We're lucky to be alive.” An-

that is.”

Even the doctor, who has deterjorat.
ed notleably, gives up after o few days
of struggiing with the endless line of
casualties and goes home fo die.

After the film ended, Berger sald,
“T've read about nuclear war, but nothe
Ing could prepare me for what I saw,

“What bothered me,” she added,
“was that there was only one church
scene, and in that one the pastor was
preaching, I thought there would be
more people praying."

Sald Jones, "Maybe they thought
there was nothing left to pray for.”

ALL THREE students agreed that no
one survived the celluloid nuclear war
— cven though that wasn't definitely
stated in the seript.

"They were crying at the end,” Rog-
ers said, “There was just nothing left.”

In one scene, A survivor tunes a radlo
10 recelve an address by the president,
who tells what's left of the populatlon
that there's a cease-flre — but no sur-
render — in the war with the Soviet
Unlon.

“What's the ratlonale for saving the
president?” Jones wanted to know aft-
erward. “I mean, if there's nothing left
for him to rule over. . .

Asked If she'd want to survive a nu-
clear attack like the one depicted in
“The Day After,” Rogers sald, “I'd
rather go with the first exploslon.”

What can be done to avald such a nu-
clear dlsaster?

“Demonstrations aren’t going to do
much good,” guessed Jones.
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swers the woman, “We'll see how lucky
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Tracey Jones talks about her reaction to “The Day Alter,” a movie
that suggested what the world would be like alter a nuclear war.
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Terry Prisk talks about his group, which has come under scrutiny

at North Farminglon High School
Christian proselytizing.

where it has been criticized for

Life chief defends group

We were invited

By Tom Baor
statt writer

1t's called Campus Life, but t's not
on campus — not the campus of North
Farmington High School, anyway.

That’s what Terry Prisk, who calls
himself the “staff coordinator™ for
Campus Life actlvitles at North, has to
say about the controversial soclal and
retlglous group,

“Somethlng needs to be made clear
— we are not on campus,” sald Prisk, a
29-year-otd ordained minister, when
asked about the lssuc of rellgious
groups operating around publle
schools.

At a recent school board meeting,
several parents complained about
Campus Life’s actlvities around North
Farmington and the support they feel

the group gets from certaln teachers
and administrators.

But Prisk, who said he Is the Direc-
tor of Ministrles for the Youth for
Christ program which sponsors Cam-
pus LIfe, sald his group stays off school
property during school hours.

“1 do not want to be on campua dur-
ing lunch.” said Prisk. “That docs not
mean that I or my staff will not be at
football games, or basketball games, or
musicals or dramatlc presentations.
We will be at those functions.”

Asked what Campus Life ls trying to
accomplish at North, Prisk sald,
“We're trying to develop a balanced

philosophy of Jife — mental, social,
physical and spiritual.”

“In the soclety we llve in today,
there obvlously I8 a seeplng away . . .
a breaking away . . . of morals and
values, Campus Life attempts to put n
very strong positive values and morals.

“Campus Life provides certain alter-
natives to a lot of the trash that goeson
in our soclety today. Kids are golng out
and getting bombed out of thelr minds
and high."”

A RELIGIOUS message comes with
the “creative alternatives” and moral
values, “Campus Life will speak about
a redatlonshlp with God," Prisk said.

“We 11

By Joonno Mallazewski
staff writer

As Farmington Hills offlcials eased
their opposition this week, Botsford
General Hospital moved a step closer
toward beginning construction on a
tong-planned $11 mlllion expansion

project.

Following a public hearlng Monday,
the City Council voted 3-2 Monday to
Introduce an amendment to the zoning
ordinance, allowlng Botsford to extend
its south tower to a maximum 85 feet
high — more than 20 feet taller than
current zoning atlows, Mayor Fred

Hughes and Councitman Donn Woli op-

otsford leaps zoning hurdie

ing the responsibility to the planning

posed the
Jan Dolan, a Botsford Hospltal board
member, abstalned from discussing
and vollng on the issue, Councll mem-
bers are expecied to adopt the amend-
ment Monday.

In overturning the planning commils-
sion's earller recommended denlal of

oral quarrel

Tell where

This week marks the 20th aoniversay
of President John F. Kennedy's death
when he was gunned down in Dallas,
Texas. For many, the numerous televl-
sion programs commemorating the
tragle event bring back memories of
what we were dolng when we heard
about the shooting.

Today's Oral Quarrel question Is:

you were

the day Kennedy died

WHAT WERE YOU DOING WHEN
JOHN F. KENNEDY WAS SHOT?

You have until 1 p.m. on Friday to
cal) 477-5498 and give us your answer.
You will have 30 seconds to answer the
questtons, Te see what other persons
remember about that day, look in Mon-
day's Farmington Observer.

the coun-
ell's vote, in part, reflected concern
about creating a precedent (n what has
been consldered a "low proflle commu-
nlty,”

“I guess I find that I lock at the situ-
atlon and the existing structure has
been In existence for some 20 years,”
Hughes said. “T hesltate to pass an ordl-
nance that provides an open statement
of 85 feet helght.”

[ do feel reluctant to publicly estab-
lish a helght limit (beyond what is now
allowed),” he added.

HOSPITAL OFFICIALS requested
the zoning ordinance amendment after
the city's zoning board of appeals earll-
er this year denied a variance that
would have allowed the south tower to
match the helght of the existing north
tower and extend beyond the city’s
helght limit.

Councllman Charles Willlams sald he
would have preferred the ZBA to glve
Botsford a variance rather than pass-

and City Councll.

“The thing that we have here is that
they already have that height (on the
north tower),” Willlams said, adding
there s no need to sec the council’s ac-
tlon as precedent setting.

Responding to some concern that

N \

the
for the hospital’s benctit would open
the door for more high-rise bulldings,
Councitman Jack Burwell said that
while ofilcials can *“get phllosophlcal”
about the cily's low-profile policy,
there Is no heed tobe “psychotic” about

It

“We are dolng something speclal,”
sald Councilwoman Jodi Soronen, who
made the motlon to Introduce the ordi-
nance amendment. “That is what we
are doing. The hospltal does not, T don't
belleve, bave the option of pleking up
and moving out.” Other busincsses, she
said, do have that optlon after a disa-
greement with city officials or policy.

“These arc not big butter and egg
men coming In from the East to do
son‘lclhlng to our communlty,” Seranen
sald. -

Russ Tuttle, Botsford community re-
latlons dirccior, satd hospital officlals
are undecided whether construction
would begln this season.
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people
clally, physically and spiritually,” he
added. “We provide soclal esperiences
that are second (o none."

But somc, parenis have complained
that such actvitles, when carried out or
promoted in the public schools, violate
the U.S. Constitution, which provides
for the separatlon of church and state.
Prisk disagrees.

] think that the issue of scparation
of church and state Is so fuzzy across
the communlty that everyone is deal-
ing with the way they feel they need to
deal with it.

“And 1 would say that If any school

district were to tell students that they
couldn't speak of groups like Campus
Lite, wear badges, T shirts, then the
students’ rights are belng vialated.”

Campus Life Is actlve “In tons of
schools™ in the Detrojt area, according
to Prisk. He would not name any others
besldes North, however.

“I'm not golng to mentlon those
names tn fear of bringing up Issues llke
this in those schools,” he sald,

CAMPUS LIFE was started at North
four years ago because “parents and
students asked for it according 1o
Prisk.

"They were Interesied In the positive
effect It has on the community and the
school district,” he sald.

Prisk, who graduated from Willlam
Tyndale College back when it was
known as Detroit Blble College, sald he
has gotten positive response from
teachers and students about his activl-
ties at North.

“1 wilt not glve the name of the
teacher,” he sald, “but a teacher took
me aslde and said that there bas never
been an organizatlon in the school with
a more pasitlve influence.”

At the board meeting, parent com-
plalncd that Campus Life has a malllng
{list with the name of every North
Farmiagton ninth grader on it.
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