Bailbon adventure has bi

By Doup Funke
otaff writor

A Troy lawyer who last week took
part in a cross-country helium baltoon
race experienced even more than he
thought possible.

-And Walter Nocske only “flew” from
Las Vegns to southcastern Arlzona.

But during a perlod of 38 hours,
Nocske and hia balloonlng partner,
Gordon Boring of Plymouth:

® Battled unusual atmospheric/
wind condltions.

@ Lost radle contact with  thelr
ground tracking teas

Je Jclumned must of their food and

high as 13,000 fect.

The duo, fearful of drifting into Mex-
ico or worse, the Gulf of Callfornla, de-
cided to abandon the race and & poten-
tinl prize of $100,000 for a sale landling.

‘The fact that they had lost communl-
catlon with their ground tracking crew,
which included Paul Abbe, a Troy resl-
dent, and Judy Berke from Bloomfleld
Hills, also influenced their declsion.

‘The palr lirst touched down withln a
couple hundred yards of what they
thought was the Mexican border.

They threw out thelr drag line,
plcked up a north/northwest wind and
traveled 10-16 mlles per hour about
three feet off the ground for 2% houra.

spectacular part of the flight,” Noeske
sald. “We turned our 300,000
candlepower lght on and It up the
cactus. We would fly over them 25-30
feet over the ground, then back down.

“There was a half moon out,” he con-
tinucd. 'lt was totally silent, If some-
body had scen us, we probably looked
llke a UFO.*

Noeske and Bortng grounded the bal-
loon for good when they scemed head-
Ing for a large, stcep mountain. They
released the hellum and settled into the
cramped gondola for a ilitle sleep.

“We knew we were In a restricted
area, but it was elther that or Mexlco,”

Abbo and Berke, meanwhlle, became
rnorc and more concerned as time weat

"We were looklng in the sky for their
strobe Hght,” Abbo sald. “In a small
town {Dateland, Ariz) 1 called the
Phoenix Alrport, the Tucson Alrport
and the Albuquerque Airport to sce i€
they got them on radar or had made
contact.”

Abbo zald he also contacted Luke Alr
Foree Baose, which had shut down its
tower operations earller in the evening,
and the sherlff's department of
countles.

Tucson reported of an earller con-
tact, he sald.
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“1 was on the phone untl) 3:30 am. [
assumed they were down,” he sald.

BACK AT THE balloon, Boring and
Noeske declded to scarch out help at
sun up rather than wait for assistance
to come to them.

They first walked about slx miles
west where they thought they had seen

lights. When they reached a ridge and
saw nothing but more sagebrush, they
went back tu the gondola and took a
nap,

Shortly after noon, they set out

agaoln, this time heading due north.
'nzr:y reached the mlll after trudging

gger surprise than expected

Whlle walking, the pair saw planes In
the distance dropplng bomba and mak-

ove

ing practlce runs, but they were never -

spoticd, Noeske sald,

When the military helped them re-

claim thelr balloon after they rcached
safety, a dud missile was sticking out
of the ground less than 200 yards away,
he added. &

Scveral military alreraft aided in the |

search for the palr, However, military

mancuvers continued In the arca be-
cause four dlfferent ranges and several -

different bases were Involved, Noeske :
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desert heat to safety.

“It was enjoyable,” Nocske sald mat-
ter-of-factly. "It certalnly was not my
cxpectatlon of a challenge, and I guess
the only regret Ihave is It was a south.
orn headlng.”

Noeske's and Boring's adventure be-
gan 7:30 a.m. Nov. 14 when they left
the twinkling lights of Las Vegas en
route to what they hoped would be New
Jers:

l'l‘ ENDED at 7 p.m. the next day
when the palr — sweaty, disheveled,
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“We were hoping for an casterly
beading,” Noeske safd. Winds, though,
Alr

pushed them south, then west,

Sal. 8-5 Opon Every Evening
- n ?

pockets also forced their balloon [nto a
bobbing movement, They climbed as
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