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Business urged to export, seek federal contracts

By Kothy Parrish
statt writor

Exccutlves of Robert Bosch Corp.
looked at 100 aftes for its new high tech
campus.

The German-based flrm sald "Yes”
to Farmington Hills because of low (n-
terest, tax-free flnancing and other In-
ducements worked out by tha city,
state and Detroit Edison Co.

So Bosch was the Ideal apot for Gov.
James Blanchard to announce hls lat-
est steps to stimulate business activity
in Michlgan and Improve Ita busincss
image.

“They're here, and hopefully they'll
do well, we;::e golng to make sure they

Ing from small electric motors to fuel
Injection systems.

“This Is happentog around the state.
Michigan ls on the move.”"

AT A NEWS conference attended by
"of several busl

mote Michlgan as a good place to do
usiness,

In expanding its business retentlon
effort, the Commerce Department also
has started & program to asalst women
Inbusiness.

the state has helped, Blanchard last
week announced three more parts of
hls 20-point economic revitallzatlon
program.

Through the restructured Depart-
ment of Commercee, the state will try
to:

® Incrcase Michigan exports
through a new Ofilce of Internatlonal
Development.

# Help state businesses galn more

do,” sald

federal

g the
firm which produces auto parts rang-

® Renew its commitment to pro-

State invests in 3
area growth firms

Three arca firms are among 13 In
Michigan which bave recelved veature
capital from stale penslon funds, ac-
cording to sti.te Treasurer Robert Bow-
man.

The state plunked $23 million into
bigh technology, rapid growth flrms,
Bowman said, addlng:

“These Investments not only produce
a very high return on our capltal, but
also assist In retalning jobs and ereate
a more diverslfled business climate In
Michigan.”

‘THE FIRMS, thelr products and the
state lnvestments are:

® Photon Sources, Livonln, laser
welders — $3.3 milllon In Janvary
1923, This was the sccond largest of the
13 Investments,

® Pereeptron, Farmington Hllls,
machlne vislon systems — $2 milllon in
December of 1982 and $1 mlllion Ia Oc-
tober 1983. Gov, James J.

pect to carn five times our initfal in-
vestment Lo under flve years,”

® Lexltel Corp.. Blrmingham,
telecommunications, $2 milllon in July.

OTHER FIRMS In which the state
Invested are:

Printer Inc., Benton Harbor; Neogen
Corp., East Laasing: Syathetic Vision
Systems, Condor Computer Corp, and

Irwin Magnetles, all of Ann Arbor; Me- R

tidfan Instruments; SMC Technology
Corp;, Quantum Composltes, Midland;
and Prab Robotlcs, Kalamazoo,

One chunk of money went to Michl-
gan Investment Fund of Midland,
which invested in three computers
firms.

State-law (PA 55) nllows the Michl-
gan Retirement Systems penslon fund
ta invest up to 5 percent of Lts assets In
venture capltal financlngs for Michi-

used a dedication ceremony at Percep-
tron last weck to announce plans to re-
duce state red tape for business. Bow-
man said that at Perceptron “we ex-

gan-b:
Two of the 13 | were

And 1t has to work with
speclal sectars of bus(ness Lke automo-
tive, food processing and forestry.

The governor outllned bls economle
revitallration plan in an address to the
Michigan Leglslature Oct, 8, He previ-
ously aonounced that & Commerce De-
partment ombudsman will help busl-
nesses cut through regulatory red tape,
new rules for franchising and simpll-
fled requirements for atock aales,

BLANCHARD stressed his detcrmi-
nation to “forge a strong, new alllance
between government, business, lnbor
and edueatlon.”

“For the first ime in Michtgan, ma-
Jor sectors are worklng together” ex-
plalned Commerce Director Ralph
Gerson, a former Washington, D.C. res.
ident whom Blanchard brought home
to Mlchigan Lo revamp the department,

“The confrontation mode has gone
the way, hopefully, of the Model T.
There I3 a new mode.”

Gerson said incorporations are up 10
percent in the state. He added that “a
rigorous set of conditlons make it much
more difficult for business today.

“If they falter, 50 docs Michigan.”

BLANCHARD announced new pro-
motlonal materials for the “Say Yes to
Michigan" cempaign, which is in lts
third year. The governor sald the eam-
palgn helped generate $10 billlon in
tourism.

A new product promotlon campaign
makes “Yes Michlgan” stickers avall-
able to state manufacturcrs who want
to (dentlfy homegrown products for
consumers,

“A psychologlcal tumout for the
state Is eruclal,” sald first lady Paula
Blanchard, who s volunteering her
time to the product promotion cam-
patgn.

_ For the first time in
&ichigan, major -

ciwhssgone thoway, .
. .hopefally, of the Model
X4 : X

—Ralph Gerson
Commerce director

“Michigan fs the home of products,
products, products.”

Along with helping “take the mys-
tery out of exporting” for Michigan
businesses, the state wlll also work
through its Washington office to bring
in more federal contracts.

Gerson satd the U.S, spends $94 bil-
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KITCHEN & DINETTE
CHAIRS from $19.95

5 DAY SERVICE AVAILABLE

llon yearly on procurement, And Michl-

1T — has the capaclty to “do It agaln.”

siressed Gerson, adding that the Water
Wonderland Is “not just a beautiful
state with a great shoreline,”

“It's a state with all the economic as-
sets and a tremendous future ahead of

which was the sccond largest
contractor during World War

ntend to market Michlgan as it
ver been miarketed before.”
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A child’s world is made of
fantasy and imagination
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Make Your Child’s World Fun
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From our rugged Antiqued Pine Collection, these handsome

Custom Room Plan units are designed 10 fill nll your home

entertainment needs! There's a place for TV, atered. compon-

ents, recorda and home bar plus ample shelf space for show.

cosing books and collectibles. Crafted of salid Pine and

select veneera,

SUPER VALLE

104" 8P¢ Wall System
Reg. S1,AR3.50 $1,398.50
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30" Light Bricge. 10,11
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