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Putt

and More, 18774
Middlebelt, F -
Livonia. Messing econrages questions
and comments from readers. You
may write him at hia store or /o Ob-
server Newspapers, 23352 Farming-
.} ton Road, Farmington MI 48024,

duest of another person, than payment
15 certatnly expected. .

But what if It is for Aunt Peggy or
sister Sue? How can you charge them?

Ot course only you know who you can
cbarge and from whom you would not
consider payment. But relatives can't
all be “frecbies” or you might be palnt-
ing the rest of thelr lives and most of
yours,

THERE I5 A WAY to handle the re-
quest for your talents with strangers,
Iriends and even some relatives,

Setting 2 minlum fee ls what I rec-
ommend. What your minlmum fee Is,
however, s up to you,

1 d $15 to $25 to begin

By David Masalng
epeclal writor

When holidays, birthdays or speclal
occaslons approach, many artists are
asked to draw pictures,

Belng asked to draw or paint a ple
ture is truely a compllment, but to
many & commission brings anxlety-
filled moments. The word anxiety ls
belng fearful about the outcome.

For many artists the request for
thelr abllitfes comes unexpected and
usually they are unprepalred mentally
to handle the request. If we could bear
the Inner thoughts of many artlsis
when asked to draw a plcture, it might
g0 something Uike this:
. INTERESTED PERSON: HI, I've
secn some of your drawings and I was
wondering If you would conslder doing
& pet portralt of my snauzer-pooh?

FLUSTERED AR’ {thinking):
Ok, no! I mean, sure! Walt a minute, do
1 chargo? Suce, I charge. What does ke

k Iam?. .. How much? $10. . . .
No, $18. . . . No, $10. . . . I wonder if
I'm blushing. . . . Help! .

‘WITH A LYTTLE meatal preparation
you will be able to handle the sltuation
wlth no anxiety and In a friendly, pro-
fesslonal way,

First of all there are those who feel
that asking you to draw their whatever
is a compliment and they have no in-
tention of payment. Imagine thls type
of person approaching you and saying,
“I've noticed how well you wash your
car and T thought I would let you wash
my new one for free.”

Well, you wotldn't conslder that re-
quest too Jong, so why be upset by-such
& person’s request of your talents?

Remember, a laborer gets pald for
what he will do and an artist gets pald
for what he can do, You wouldn't wash,
his car for frec almply because you can
wash cars well and certainly you
wouldn't do art work for free simply
‘becauss you are ‘ll:kcd‘ odit

roquires timn — & camumodity .
that slips through our fingers Ilke sand.
Your time Is precious to you, and If
your. time is coupled with your talent
and-both are dirccted towards the re-

*

!

with. Belleve me, there Is nothlng
worse than begrudging the person you
are drawing for. The flatery of being
commlssioned fades fast as the hours
pass, everyone [s In bed, and your eye
bagy are beginning to swell.

Alter several twillght hours that nlee
guy who commissloned you becomes n
ripoff artlst and you become the artlst
he ripped off, But wha's fault Ls 1t?

Let's say you went Into a store to buy
& steam iron and when you asked the
owner if the price was really $25 he
sald, “Yes, but if you think that is too
much, pay me $15." Now what would
you do? Insist on paying the other $107

Of course mot. You would take his
best offer. And your best offer s what
your customers will take. Here is
where 2 minimum fee becomes a good
opener for negotiations.

Let’s aay you quote a minimum fee
of $25. To this quote there are usually
three answers, The first is “OK, Il
think about it and get back with you."
Better not count on it. They might be
the type that would let you wash thelr
new car for free.

The sccond response ls, “$25, well
that’s about what I figured.” This per-
son had glven some thought to the com-

Artifacts

when the cheek bounces.

So welcome to the commerical field
of art. That is why cash is always best
{from customera you don't know person-
ally.

Another problem 1s when the impulse
buyer co ons you and changes
thelr mind after you have atready done
the art work. To remedy thls you re-
quire sufficlent amount down to cover
your tlme before you even begin.

One other famous culprit customer Is
the one who wants you to make

hanges. Chianges in the flnished plece :

<
aro very difficult and often requlre half
the time it took to draw the origlnal.
What I would recommend i3 to do a
pencll sketch and let the customer sco
and ask them if there are any
changes they would like made. If not,
then you will be all sct Lo finlsh.
- Best or worst of ail Is (he last-minute
commissfon ‘customner. There you are
trylng to organlze your life and doing
Iine. Then out of the clear bluc comes
an "as soon as posalble” commission

and when you receive a down payment.
But for every corker, kook and prob-
lem customer there arc 100 alncerely
wonderful people who appreciate your
abllitles and show it by thelr conduct
and payment.

AS YOUR WORKS Increase In de-
mand, you may find yourself looking
for that 25th hour fn the day and the
elghth day of the week. So you either
reserve.a bed In emergency and keep
up the “artathon” life style, or ratse
your minimum fee.

I am pleased 1o find that once you
increase your' fee, your attitude
changes. Instead of them telllng you
what they want you to charge, you are
telling them what you must recelve.

Remember, you set the mood. There

ng a price tag on your works of art

arc somo pushy people ont there, so
Just let them push right on past you,
Stay busy with the cllentele. Bend over
backwards for those you llke dolng art

for and give them your best price per

“Job.
Those you do not llke to do work for

“are easy to lose: simply Increase or

even double your fee. If Lhey continue
to return, then you may be more con-
tert to deal with them since they are
paylng you well.

Before recelving any commlsslon, be
sure of what the customer wanis.

“Clearly discuss amounts deslred for the

work and when the work is to be com-
pleted. Also be sure to secure a suffi-
clent down payment, Then with your
mind oft business you'll be amazed how
expressive you can be.

M

_exhibitions

© DETROIT FOCUS

Clay/10 presents the first invitation-
al group show of the season, Reception
to meet the 10 members of the group 6-
8:30 p.m Saturday. Open to the publle
{ree of charge. The artlsts all teach at
area unlversities or centers for ceram-
Ics. Continues through the year. Regu-
lar hours are noen to 6 p.m. Wodnes-
day-Saturday, 743 Beaubien, Detrolt.
@ PEWABIC POTTERY

Annual invitational Christmas show
and sale contlnues through Jan. 10,
Hours are 10 am. to 8 p.m. dally,
Thursdays until 9 p.m. and Sundays
noot to § p.m., 10125 E. Jefferson, De-

troit.

@ DETROIT ARTISTS MARKET
Annual hollday show continues

through Dee, 27, Included are fashlon

accessories for both men and women,

Cl leaded and

misslon and Is probably prep: to go
another $15 or so.

‘The third responsc 1s, “Oh, of course
1intended to pay much more than $25."

Ls responye is not as odd as {t sounds
and Is more frequent. This tells you
that this person wants a work of art
and not just a sketch.,

So after that response you need only
say, “Of course that quale is only a pen-
cfl sketch, but If you want full color it
will be  little higher.”

Many times I wlll ask a customer
how much he or she intends on spend-
Ing. This tells me what kind of a job
they are looking for. I recently quoted
a job and the customer r: the fee’
$100 more thra I quoted. I knew exact-
1y what kind of a job he wanted and
that cxtra $100 was, needless to say,
“(nsplring.”

HOW PRECIOUS s the mement

when you recelve your first check for
art work commissloned by a complete
stranger, How awesome Is the moment

am. to 4:30 p.m. The gallery has a new
.address, 6917 Orchard Lake Road,

or

etched boxes and panels and many
other gift ideas, There’s a show by
Douglas Semivan, professor at Wayne
State University, and well- known
printmaker in the Upper Gallery. Gal-
lery manager Mary Grimes will pres-
ent a talk “Highlights of the Holiday
Show" at noon Friday, Nov. 25. Hours
are 10 am. to 5 p.m: Tuesday-Satur-
day, 1452 Randelph, Detrott.
® L IRVING GELDMAN
GALLERIES

New works by Charles Hinman in-
elude shaped canvascs and cast’ paper
pieces in luclte boxes, The artlst will be
present for the 4-7 p.m. reception Fri-
day. Contlnues through Jan. 7. Hours
are 10 am. to 5 p.m. Monday-Saturday,
Thursday until 8 pm. and Sunday 11

‘West Bloomfleld,
@ BIRMINGHAM BLOOMFIELD
ART ASSOCIATION

Sunday, Nov. 27 — Hollday Sales

Show continues through Dec. 10 and In-
cludes handerafted items by more than
100 artlsis, Some of the newcomera to
the venerable roster are Gloria Frego-
nara, colled fiber baskets, Diane Blas,
ceramle jewelry, Karen Slack, hand
siencited hobby horses and Mark

Mueller, forged stecl flowers. Sunday -

reception Is 2-5 p.m., by reservation
only, Regutar hours, no charge, are 10
am. to'9 P.m. Monday-Thursday, Fri-
day and Saturday until 4 p.m., 1516 S.
Cranbrook, Blrmingham.

® MEADOW BROOK ART
GALLERY .

Sunday, Nov. 27 — Gary Bandy, orig-
Inatly from Ortonvllle and Tom Hale,
another local artlst, known for
landscapes and watercolors of automo-
biles, are the guests at this third part of
Meadow Brook IT Invitational. Recep-
tion to meet the artists and open to the
public is 2.5 p.m. Sunday. Continucs
through Dec. 23. Hours are 1.5 p.m.

“Tuesday-Friday, 2-6:30 p.m. Saturday
- and Sunday and evenings when thero is

a Meadow Brook Theatre performance,
anklnnd Unlversity eampus, Roches-

T,
® GRCHARD LAKE SCHOOLS
Works by Sylvia Majewski are on
display at the Galerja on the campus
through November. Hours are 12:30-
1:30 weckdays, Sunday afternoons and
by appelntment. This well-known arca
artlst has taught, published and shown
extenslvely in Michigan, The campus of
Orchard Lake Schools is at Commerce
gd Orchard Lake roads, Orchard

3
@ GALLERY ART CENTER
Contemporary works by Mac Jami-

« 800, Dall, Appel, Calder, Chagall, Miro,

Maxweli, Yamagata, Agam, Dus and
Moss arc on display, Hours are § a.m.
to 8 p.m. Monday-Saturday, 18831 12
Mlle, Lathrup Village.

® TOVWN CENTER GALLERY
Original acryllcs in grid patterns by

Grace Gardner are shown for the first T

time in this area, Gardner was the sub-
ject of a feature artlcle in October Bet-
ter Homes and Gardens. Show contln-
ues through Dec. 10, Hours are 10 a.m.
to 5:30 p.m. Monday-Friday, 11 a.m. to
4 pm. Saturday, 3000 Town Center,
Suite 45, Southleld. ’
® CANTOR/LEMBERG
GALLERY

Books and Objects by ninc artists fi-
lustrate the transformation of books
into art objects that has taken place in
the Jast 15 years. Among those repre-

sented 13 Lynne Avadenka of Blrming-

bham, Nat Dear, Myra Herr, Allson
Sanr, JilI Sebastian, Kelth Smith, Buzz
Spector, Stephen Spera and Eriea Van
Horn. Continues through Dec. 10, Hours
are’1l a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday-Satur-
day, 538 N, Woodward, Birmingham.
@ MERCY CENTER |

Farmington Artlsts Club is haldlng
its semiannual art exhlbit with both ju-
ried and open sections, William Tall,
artist and teacher, was the judge. The
show continues through Sunday. Houra
are 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Friday and Satur-
day and noon to 5 p.m. Sunday, 11 Mile
cast of Middlcbelt (use Gate 4), Farm-
Ington Hills,
® ARTSPACE

This studio/gallery used by six area
artlsts s the slte of a studio sale on
Saturday and Sunday. The artlsts In-
volved are Elleen Aboulalia, Barbara
Dorchen, Sybil Mintz, Lun Parker, Bar-
bara® Roy and Marllyn Schechter.
Hours are noon to 4 p.m. both days,
31505 Grand River at Orchard Lako {in
the old winery). Park In rear and enter
door No. 2, Farmington,
® YAWGALLERY

“Figures in Clay* by Lizbeth Stew-
art, Mark Burns, Judy Moonells and

Nancy Carman continue through Dec.
18. Regular hours are 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
d

Birmlngham.
@ HILL GALLERY

Sculpture and drawlngs by Jay Whol-
ley contlnue through Dee, 3. This, the
artists's third one-man show with Hill

-Gallery, Is marketed by strength and a

kind of sculptural minlmallsm that Is
both intrigulng and at times awe-in-
splring, 163 Townsend, Blrmingham.

@ SIELDON ROSS GALLERY

Gallery regulars are belng shown
through the month Including Beck-
mann, Grosz, Kollwit, Jerzy and Mardi-
roslan. Houra are 11 am. to 5 p.m.
Tuesday-Saturday, 250 Martin, Bir-
mingham. )

@ ART EXCHANGE

Pottery by Christopher Anthony of
Pontlac Is front and center through No-
vember — beer stelns with cast pewter
lids, plates, salt-glaze jugs, winc urns
and redware plates. Hours are 10:30
am, lo 550 p.m. Monday-Friday
Thursday and Friday until 9 pm,, 10
am. to 530 p.m. Saturday, 415 S.
Washington; Royal Oak.
® CENTER FOR CREATIVE
STUDIES

Alumni selectlons continue in the
Sarkls Gallerles through Jan. 19. In-
¢luded are works by some of lhe
achool's Illustrious graduates,
Yamasaki Building, 245 E. Kirby, De-

troit.
© PIERCE STREET GALLERY
“Explorations” is an exhibit of works
by Linda Raskin, Allan Janus, Ruth
Thorne-Thomsen and Maria Martinez-
Canos. Hours are 1t am. to 8 p.m:
Wednesday-Saturday, 217 Plerce, Blr-
mingham,
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THIS FINE HOME HAS EXQUISITE
suel doublo bedroom sulto, The

PRIDE OF OWNERSHIP

lenda lsolf to many docorating atyles. $144,800. 651-1800.

1andscaping to the unu-
dolightful open Intorior

CONTEMPORARY RANCH
FOUR BECROOMS, 2% bath (n sub which has swimming
pool and tennls courta, Large kitchon with built-In doublo
oven and smooth top range. 3 doorwalls, lorge dock off

greal room ovorlooka commons and 2 car garngo with door

<ponor. $122,500. 477-1111.

placos warm the family room an:

CUL-DE-SAC LOCATION
LOVELY 4 bedroom colonfal backa to Commons. Firo-

Docking oft the back for 1hose cool summer ovenings. A
must 800 at this price. $105,000, 851-1600.

d the maater bedroom,

. Lathrup Village
herl HIB-Mor,
359-2300
Waestland
Loolle Rosermary Bige,
326-2000
Livonia
Walkowics-Sige.
$25-0980
Farmington
A Revane-Sgr.
477-1111

REALTOR#‘

L e S N

ping and x-ways. $139,800.477-1111

: EXPANSIVE COLONIAL
FOUR BEDAQOMS on the Commona of Indopendence
commons. 27x15 famlly room with stove firoplace, don, 2
car garago with oxtra storage room, pallo, ¢lose to shop-

Farmington Hills
anny Conead-thge,
881-19800
Livonia
teona Kraf-Nge,
281-0700
Plymouth
Tien Putie-Mgr,
453-7000
Northvllle

Whason Borra-Mgr,

348-6430

FINE FAMILY AREA
IT'S HARD TQ FINO a foat like thls. 4 bedroom colonlal wilh
finlshed basemont, format dining room and attached 2 ear
gorago. $83,500, 477-1111,

",

EXCELLENT

LARGE 4 BEDROOM RANCH, custom built for entortalning,

Larg
$124,900, 851-1900,

6 dea has private entrance and adapts to homo otfice,

square foet. $169,000. 831-1900,

LAFAYETTE MODEL
 QRACIOUS HOME. Fleldsione firepincs sccents tha larps
temily room, Besutiful Inground pool with alf the accesso-
ries Including diving board and siids - epproximataly 3500

The money you borrow can be uscd to select the home of your
choice without having to sell your present home first. This makes

it possible to buy and sell when it is most convenient and
advantageous for youl

Call Now For Details!

MARQUETTE MODEL

QUALITY THRU OUT THIS 3 bedroom brick sanch, tamity
foom with natural aiono lireplnce, patio wiih gas griil. New-
or Kiichon, 2 car garage and basomenl. $109,500, 477-

QUALITY BUILT

RAANCH on aimos! ona acro In beautiful ireo tined sub. 3 10
5 or 2 mathar-l

558.2300,

Dac. '82. Rool 8 yoars old. Drlvo (s rosurfoced, $84,500,

sulto, klichen

Vi

NO
BEAUTIFUL spacious 3 -bodrooms, Condominium with tull
basement, Prids
$55,500, 348-8430.

o of Ownerthip shows and supor pailo area,

BUPER LIVING on all lovela. Spacious Quad located In (ove~
ly Meadowbrook Glens. Bright and sunny, $51,000. 348-
8430, -

OVI

N
BEAUTIFULLY docorated four badroom Quad-Level, Fami-
g‘g;om wiih firopface. Upgradod throughout. $94,000. 348-

GREAT FAMILY HOME with 4 bedrooms, former bulldaca
“ model, private soiting. Lovoly Viltags Onka community, cen-

|-900. .
@ Wechigan's Largest ';emegm Company R T TS

traf alr and priced to sotl) $70,800, 85 1+

$68,800. 559-2300,

PRICE KNOCKED POWN
.+ STUNNING RANCH that has
fnground poal. FHA, VA and Land Coniract terms avalible.

overything .Including olegant




