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Pat Smith (left) and Emmy Caverly make puzzles in oll shapes and
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sizes in the basements of their Livonia end Southficld homes, The
puzzles, like the Christmas puzzle (above) that forms a Nativity

scene, are desk d for pr
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Pieces fall
together for
puzzle makers

By Mary Klamic
atatt wriler

Each puzzle starts from an origlnal,
deslgn by Smith, who ma-

Operatlsg thelr own buslness is
child’s play for Pat Smith and Emmy
Caverly.

As the founders and only employees
of their venture, Cellar Workshops, the
two sisters happity — and successfully
— have been making original wooden
puzzles for youngsters for 1% ycars,

The puzzles are designed to chal-
lenge as well as entertaln pre-school
children, sald Smith and Caverly, who
have 10 grandchildren between them,

“Our idea ls play time,” satd Caverly,
a Southileld resldent. “The puzzles will
give lots and lots of play time to the

BOTH SMITH and Caverly deslgn
and manulaciure the puzzles In the
basements of their homes, which led
them to name their buslness “Cellar
Workshops.” Smith warns a visitor that
she doesn't always hear the phone be-
cause “band saws and sanders make a
lot of noise.”

A managerie of puzzle pieces cov-
ered a table In Smith's Livonia home
recently as Smith and Caverly de-
seribed thelr unuseal works to a visl-
tor. The scene reminded one of Santa’s
workshop.

The sisters’ purzles come In all
shapes and slzes. Each lightwelght
plece, carved from smooth, hard bass-
wood and colored brightly with non-
toxic paints, stands up on lts own and
could be a toy in Itself,

"The child can use his own imagina-
tion,” Caverly sald. “They're for imagi-
natlve play. A lot of chlldren will take
the shapes and line them up and push
them along like a traln. Whatever
strikes thelr fancy.”

SEVERAL OF the puzzles flt into a
round frame and can be hung on the
wall in a child's room, Others are made
up of blocks that can be formed into
several different pletures.

One puzzle, called “The Balanclng
Clowns,” fits into a round frame, but
the clown pleces out of the frame can
be balanced on each ather In untlmited
arrangements. The shapes of another
puzzle-in-the-round create a little Na-
tivity scene. Still another purzle,
“Christmas Tree Surprlse,” is painted
on two sides: one forming a decorated
tree, the other a plle of toys.

The “Table for Two" design forms a
puzzie measuring six inches square, or
its tigures can “sit up” at the table. The
fish shapes In another puzzle can be
“hooked” on a string. Pieces in the “Lit-
tletown, US.A." puzzle resemble town
buildings.

Jjored in art at the Unlversity of Michl-
gan, or Caverly, who Is a beginning art
student.

Smith and Caverly do all the work,
from cutting, planing and sandlng the
wood to making the boxes for the puz-
zles that aren't framed. The puzzles
contain between flve and nine pieces,
deplcting almost everythlng from anl-
mals to prehistorie creatures.

“The deslgn Ls just hours of drawlng,”
Smith sald, “For the ‘From the Zoo'
puzzle, I bet 1 drew 100 animals before
ll g_ot enough to work together proper-
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SMITH AND Caverly make the puz-
zles for children between the ages of 2
and 7. They often try the works out on
thetr own grandchildren.

“They're geared to the preschool
child,” Smith sald. *They'll a)l cnjoy
any one of these puzzles.”

~You get from flve to eight or nine
pieces In cach puzzle that you get,”
Caverly sald. "And they're not difficult,
so the llttle ones don't get frustrated.

“When chlldren see our puzzles at
fairs, their mothers say, 'Don't touch,’ "
she continued. “But we say, 'Ne, they
can't hurt them.,' *

‘THE SISTERS are proud of the fact
that their puzzles are handmade.

“The Idca i3 that they're brightly co)-
ored,” Smith sald. “Very few people
paint thelr puzzles.”

Costs for most of the puzzles range
from $12 to $20, with two designs
priced at $30 and $50. They are sold at
Iatrs and at area stores, Including
Country Peddler at Livonla Mall and
Handcrafters Untimited in Northville.

In additlon, Smith and Caverly have
some puzzles in stock and fIll arders.
For informatlon call Smith at 425-1291,
or write Cellar Workshops, 28258 El-
mira, Livonla 48150,

“There has been b great response,”
Caverly said. “We've heard people say,
'Oh, here's the purzles we saw at the
fair, We've heard real good comments
from schoot teachers.”

“They just think they're wondecful,”
Smith added. “And the child doesn't
know they're learning while they play.”

The slsters started the business as
something to do after thelr children
were grown. The two always looked for
toys that would silmulate thelr young-
sters’ imagination, they sald.

“We find ourselves looking for the
.

same things for our gr

ON SECLUDED TREED LOT! Spacious
West Bloomfield Colonial offers the
ideal family homb. Four bodrooms,
large patio oft family room. Nower
roof, wet plastar and other quality fea-
tures. OPEN SUN. 2-5. 4800 Arrow-
head, S. of Pontlac Trall. 851-8100.
$124,500. (41104)

LATHRUP VILLAGE! Charm abounds
throughout spacious family Colonial
boasting 4 bedrooms, central air, fam-
Ily room, Simple Assumption!

X T e
QVERLOOKS TENTH HOLE of presti-
gious Wabeek Cournel Total contem-
porary appeal highlights marvelous
custom Condominium built .by Ed

BLOOMFIELD ON THE LAKE! Beauti-
ful Frankel buiit homo on treed lot in-
cludes central air, patio, decking. Big
five bugr?fm plan with private library.

Johna, Soft tone decor by

hodral collings, r tights
and expanaca of glass. Roman tub
bath, wino cellar. Assume! 826-9100.
$269,900. (46724)

Hills h 626-9100.
$229,900. (44657)

oo

UNION LAKEFRONTI Contemporary In desigh, Bulll for entertalnment, Dynamic
open interlor features exponsive glaes views of lake. Gourmet kitchen, massive

West Bl

stove fireplace, private b
826-9100. $325,000, (48787)

626-9100. $78,800, (49347)

PRORRON:

FRANKLIN VLI Extraordinary
Multi-leve! Contomporary nesties on 4
wooded acres of privacy. 5 bedrooma,
jacuzzi tub, skylights. Must be scenl
626-9100, $385,000. (48782)

ROYAL OAK COLONIALI Impressive 3
bedroom home, formal dining room,
updated kitchen, Florida room, 2 car
garage, fenced yard, neutral decor!
648-8000. $53,800. (48471}
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PREMIUM CUL-DE-SAC locatlon fea-
tures Bloomtield Hills Celonial filled
with extras. Neutral decor, four bed-
rooms, llbrary with approximately
2,798 sq. ft, Birmingham achools.
851-8100. $154,999. (49887)

BEAUTIFULLY updated kitchen
highlight superb 3 bedroom, 2 bath

Smith said.

“I still have all the puzzles we ever ‘

had,” Caverly sald,

this classical home, Cooperative

Midglabeit) 10 Indian Summer,

RKALISH TUDOR MODEL

Unigue detalling &3 evidenced In the sxiensive use of cusiom pak caspeniry, paneling and
Grown mokiings. Offering watl over 8,000 &q. ft. of fururious Ivng £pace not including baso-
ment end 3 car garage. Four bedrooma with large closels. Thres N and 3 halt baths; 3 In
frepiaces. Amoat an acre wilh all lancscaplag,

marble. Thrae magninoent rare lialtan marble
30d, #prinkiee Sysism and concrete circular drive. To name only & few of the many features of

Minancng.
WADEEX HONTH: Long Lake RJ. 1o Wabesk Luke Ortve Essl (batwoen Frankfin Ad. and

JUST REDUCED.
MALCOLM LRVENTEN CORP.
968-0110 « 350-34092
Open weskends 1 PM - B PM or By Appolntment

Ranch. custom
tongue and groove cabineots, 2 fire-
places, screened porch and patio too.

NEAR SHRINE PARISH! Move In con-
dlition ia featured with updated kiich-
en, baths, good 3 bedroom plan with
library, VA-FHA Terms! 689-8900.
$53,500. (47385)

SIMPLE ASSUMPTIONI Well main-
tained Colonial otters 4 bedrooma, 2
tull baths, family room with doorwall
to patio. Good terms to qualitied
buyer! 851-8100. $82,000. {48198)

626-9100. $85,500. (48918)
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8YLVAN LAKE PRIVILEGES included
with delighttul brick Ranch on large
trecd tonced yard. Super valuc] West
Bloomfield schools, Won't lastl
626-9100. $44,900, (44855)

KITCHEN
highlights good Ranch ficor plan. In-
cludes 3 bedrooms, 2 car garage,
good lot with fenced yard. FHA-VA
Terms, 688-6200. $42,900, (48443)

17 FARNINGION KIS
B rpesnio.

. 626:9100'" .

EXQUISITE DECOR highlights im-
presslve Cape Cod. Featuros 4 bed-
rooms, llbrary, Country kitchon, cen-
tral air tool Great torms! 646-6000.
$67,500. (47932)




