to handle and ook ot and they'se o pood
Jnvestiment.

Toy Dpuses have covered the pumut
from Mexander the Geeat to Hitler. from
Wwillium Tell to Kaiser Wilhelm, from
George Washington to Quuen Elizabeth.

Toy Epyptin soliders  ha been
found in the tombs of the phiatoss, and
und ancient Greck  examples
Lave cropped up 100, But it wiasn't until
the late 18U century that they became
toys for ordinary children.

This huppenied  round
Germany., when artisans used exe
10 make twe-dimensional. “fla” solilivss
for their children, The fisst to see the
commercinl  potential  was  Johann
Guttfeied Hilpert, wha matketed ting
flat versions of the wrtmics of Frederick
the G

The flats. made of an alloy of tin, lead
and antimony, developed into i threedis
mensianal Uround” soldier perfected by
French and  German fisins, But  the
breakthrough comne in the 18908 when an
English firm, Brituins. invented o means
of making hollow-c shliers that could
be sold for & peany ce.

“They took the warld's nursesics by
storm.” Johnson says,

Brituins produced o variety af basic
soldicr models whicl wete handdpainted
in the unifurms of cvery British Aeny
unit. Whenever o new conflict broke out,
Britains would issue o new set featuring
the cambatants. It ulse marketed in
e scene m 1923 which led
King George V to ask: “But where is the
dilligie idiot.™

The srission was soou remedicd: the

Nurembuzgy,
tin

Free
Holiday Shop-At-Home
Catalogue.

traditional and fashion colors.

LoBportsac Somorset
2725 Sumerset Mall
Troy, Michigan 48084
1313) 6491660

The detall of a toy aoldier can be
seen in this hand-held miniature.

“village idiot” wis sold for 15 yeurs until
rwas removed for reasons of poor taste.

Britains stopped making lvidbased
soldiers i the 1960s due to the cost and
pressure over the use of lead. Aithough
Johtson notes, "I never heard of o kid
having problems, short of swullowing o
Bengal Luncer.”

The German industry was wiped out
in Warkd War 1L and American figures
never amounted to mach, except for the
dime store models which dominated the
low end of the market.

1t wies the end of preduction of high.
quality picces that spusred the collecting
s that individual picees now
uction for as much as several
hundred dollars,

LeSportsac Lightweight Luggage. Handbags and

Travel! Putse Accessories Tor family and [rivnds fill our
New 24.Page [ull-color album of gifts.

Call or write for your free catalogue or. buttet yu(.'pick it
up at the LeSportsac store that has all 65 models in 12
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B. SEGEL
LIGHTS UP
WITH SAVINGS...

A glorious array of the
season’s finest
fashions and holiday
qift ideas.,.just
waiting to make
this your merriest
Christmas ever!
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Light A Crystal Fire
With Watertord from Greenstone's

(¥ timn Font Lext

The Waterford hurricane candle holders,
priced from !107%-*130% suggested retail.

(GREENSTONE’S

Creators of fine jewelry for over 55 years

$28 N. Woodward Ave.
Birmingham ¢{313) 642-2650

Mon. thru Sat, 9:30-5:30
Majoz Credit Cards Welcome




