Beta, VHS, VCR

Variety is the name of video equipment

In this oge of electronics, one of the
most popular family gift choices is o
home entectainment cenler.'But. choos-
ing the components that will give you
the best value and meet your individual

s in sot casy.

nﬁlchael Thaller, a distributor of TV
progeamming  for World Communica.
tions in Loa Angeles, snys it is Important
to learn all that you con, not only about
the different kinds of equipment avail
able and thelr uses, but also the types of
stores that want to sell to you.

# VIDEC CASSETTE rccorders
(VCRs) — The most important thing to
tearn is that they come in both Beta and
VHS models. The two types of tape are
aimilar but cannot be interchanged.

*The main consideration is finding out
what system your {riends have in the
event you trade tapes," Thaller said.
“VHS is more popular since more titlea
are are avajlable on VHS, but the wait.
ing lines are also longer ta rent or pur.
chase the tapes.”

Some VCR manufacturers offec ma.
chines with stereo capability, but aince
your TV doesn’t have stereo sound what-
ever you tape off the TV will still come
through in mono.

® VCR OPTIONS —~ VCR units
range from $400 to over $1,100 with op-
tions causing the vast price apread,

“The basic model usually has a 24.
hour timer and @ mcchanical tuner,’
Thaller #0id, “You can record any one
show in 24 hours ond usually that's ol

you need.” Otherwise, be said, you'll get
0 stockpile of unviewed tapes that you
won't have time to see if You dida't have
time to watch the origlnal broadcasts.

Programmable timers and electronic
tuners cost hundreds of dollars,

The one feature Thaller belicves worth
the money is the scarchwue and review
button,

“You can search thtough the tape
while you're waotching It and get thraugh
the commercials,”

@ VIDEQ DISCS ~ Discs are played
on machines that look kke record ployera
and include movies and entertainment
peclals as well as sports, cartoons, rock
music, travel and other features. The
machines arc leas expensive than VCRs
— priced about $300-$500 — but they
can be used only for playboek, not re.
cording.

“The advantage to the disc is that it
hos somewhat better pleture quality,
much better sound quality and costs
one-third that of a prerecorded movie
tape," Thaller said. But you can tape
four two-hour mavies off the TV onto o
VHS tape for the cost of a video dise,
The most likely customers for video
discs are those who con't get cable pro-
gramming of have no desire to tape con-
ventional television shows,

® CAMERAS — Picture quality var.
ies little from the least expensive to the
most expensive models, according to
Thaller, “What you are paying for is the
clectronic viewfinder, color capability
and picture tube, and instantancous
playback ability."”

Through a special purchase
wa can offer this Corduroy
Sport Coat with Suede
Elbow Patches by
EJOVEN at a super
price. Reg. $79.
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