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Have a bloomin’
good Christmas

HE POINSETTIA may be the
figst flowering plunt you think
of as the holiduys approach,
but it's by no means yous only

choice. A wide variety of flowering
plants can add beauty to your holidny
decor.

If your house or apastment is fairly
coot — between 60 and 70 degrees dur.
ing the day and cooler at nigh — Michi-
gan State University Extension hosticul-
turists recommend Kalonchoe (kalun-
CO-ce), Christmas cactus, omaryllis,
nzafea, Rieger begonia and cyclamen.

Kalanchoe is a succulent plant that
produces clusters of small, trumpet-
shaped {flowers in shades of yellow,
orange, pink ond red. It needs bright
Jight and water only when the 30il begins
todry out. .

Christmas cacti bear cxotic.looking
blossoms in white, pink, coral ond red at
the ends of slightly pendulous, scgment-
eod stems. Overwatering causes prema.
ture fower dub drop, 30 water only when
the soil surface feels dry.

The amaryllis is a large bulb that pro-
duces large - up to dinner plate- sized
— lily-shaped flowers on a tall stem.
Strap shaped Jeaves appear after Nower-

ing. The bulbs are usually available pott.
ed and ready to grow, ull you add js wa.
ter. Colors range from white through
pink and red.

AZALEAS ARE shrubby plants with
glossy, dark green leaves, They bear o
profusion of blossoms in u wide range of
solid colors and varicgutions, They do
best in acid soil, bright light ang coo)
temperatures. Like amaryllis bulbs, they
can be planted autdoors in the summer,
then brought in before frost. '

Ricger begonins flower mote or Tess
continuously indoors, Their flowers
reacmble those of begonias except in size
= Ricger begonia blossoms ate about
twice as lorge. After some months of
flowerings indoors, they may need their
long stems cut back, New growth will
emerge soon and flowering begin again
after three or four months,

To keep cyclamen flowering, give it
cool temperatures, especially at night,
ond plenty of bright light. Water careful.
1y to aveld splashing water onto the foli.
age or into the crown of the plant — this
makes the plant very susceptible to rot.
After flowering, cyclamen requires a rest
period. Reduce the amount and frequen.

“If only you could live
your whole life in

The ultimate in active sportswear
made with natural fibers, styled
for camfort and toaded with
colar.

BIR}:"NGHAM GROSSE POINT)
116 N Woodward 17015 Kerchenal
6421965 R83.0701

Holiday Houts Begn Dec
Mon-Fri 9:30.9/Satueday 9.40.6/Sunday 129

Merona Spore.”

Men's & Hovs




