Oriental style

day mood. Japanese Christinns go to
church services on Holy Night, und
many non-Christians join them.

PAPUA NEW GUINEA

This Pacific island nation, influenced
by scttlers and missionaries, has nearly
one miltion Christians. In addition to
church Masses, many toke part in inspl-
rationa! choral fcstivals, singing the fa.
millar Christmas carels in Tungog, the
national languege.

THAILAND
In Bangok, a city of glittering Bud.
dhist temples, Christmos carols drift
from ¢lubs and hotcls. Shops do o boom.
ing gift buainess.

AUSTRALIA
Christmas comes here in midsummer,
The typica) observance centers around
the family. Relatives return home npd
family members gather to rencw family
ties.

NEW ZEALAND
Both Christiona and Maoris ¢celebrate
the day in the spirit of archa — shaoring
religious values that embody love, family
unity and feiendship.

IF YOU'RE PLANNING to spend
your holidays abroad, chances are you'll
enjoy the unique festivities where ever
you travel, )

To help prepare for your trip, James
Hildebrandt, senior vice president of
Deak-Perern Southeast, offers these tips:

@ Before you arrive, be sure to have
sdequate local currency handy, at least

for the firat two doys of your trip. Re-
member, a3 soon g3 you step off the
plune, the porter, taxi driver and bellhop
at your hatel will expect to be paid — or
tipped — in their country's currency.
® When you exchange your dollurs or
dollar-d: L d ler's  checks
abroad, go to a bank. Rarely will hotels,
shops and restaurants offer a favorable
rote.
® It’s wisc to estimate approximately
hew much you'll be spending in cach
country you plnn to visit and buy on nd.
cquate amount of traveler's checks de.
i d in those iea betore you
go. That way you'll aveld paying a fee
for cashing dollar-denominated traveler's
checks. But shop around before you buy
tome ouitlets olfer them i free,
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which saves you money.

® “Most people arc unoware that
once in Europe they'll be required to pay
a 15 percent value-added tax on all Roods
they purchase. Although this is tequired,
most are unaware that the Eutopean re.
tailer is required to refund that money,
but only If you ask,” Hildebrandt re.
ports, “When you make purchases over.
acas ik the retoller for o valueadded
tax form. Belore leaving the country
have a customs agent stamp and np.
prove it, then mnil it to the retailer who
will send you a refund cheek in his coun.
try's currency, Upon reccipt of your
check, take it to o reputable foteign cur-
tency dealer that provides check cashng
services.”

If you read about the destinations you
plan to visit beforehond. you'll make
your Christmas holiday more enjoyable,
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