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Bad checks
on increase,
raise costs

Michigan supermarkets are being besleged with
bad checks and grocers say they need the coopera-
tion of the flnancial community and state lawmak-
ers to solve the problem, a Michigan Food Dealers
Assoclation (MFDA) survey shows.

And, the problem isn't geiting any better, Almost
$0 percent of the ncarly, 500 grocers who responded
to the survey agreed that the bad check phenome-
non Is efther not Improving or Is gettlng worse.

According to the Detrolt branch of the Federal
Reserve Bank of Chicago which processes lower
Mlch!gln 'a checks and drafs, 4.2-million checks to-

g $2.8 billlon were returned for non-payment
ln nn In 1980, the total grew to more than §.4-
million checks returned with a face value of $2.5
blilion.

Ninety peseent of the retailers surveyed sald that
bad checks arc a weekly problem in their stores
while nearly a quarter of the that

Fall is here:

Believe It or not, while fall s here It's
“spring” in Florida. That's why we're nble
to get lots of sweet corn from Florida in
our markets during the early m:lnlcr

months. After you've pi

be sure to husk it as s00n as you get home;
then sprinkle the ears’ with water and re-
{rigerate immedlately In plastic bags.
When you're ready to cook the corn boll a

good amount of unsalted water in & large  10f @ light luncheon maln dish or supper CORN SALAD IN AVOCADO HALVES
pot and cook uncgvemd in the bolling wa- salad. , % cupsaladoll move pits, With a sharp
ter for three to five minutes — just untll AVOCADO SPREAD FOR CORN Fresh lemon julce

the Lquid In the kernels furns opagque,

Now, how do you serve this Florlda
corn? It w happens that Florida avocados
in peak avallabillty this time of

yur. 80 why not try combining the two?

1% tap, Jemon uice
% tap. sall
% tsp. onlon powder

You might scrve the corn spread with a

creamy, seasoned avocado spread,

avocado is seasoned with lemon, salt and
onlon and garlic powders and lavishly
spread on the hot cocked corn. Plan on

buylng the avocados for this spread, how-

1/18 tap. garile powder

"Another colorful, tasty comblning of
com and avocados Is a spicy corn salad
spooned Into ripe avocado balves. Perfect

1 very ripe avocado (10 oances)

grocers

the magnitude of the problem Is so great that oy
mnynmnchecksnweu\mmtumedwthem
for insufflcient funds.

“THE RESULTS of our study arc staggering,”
safd Charles “Chick” Chandler, MFDA exccutive
dlrector. “Consumers are ulilmately paying for the
mistakes of a costly minority."

Chandler estimated that for every dollar lost
from a bad check, another $100 o food sales is
needed to make up the difference due to tradition-
ally low profit margina In the food business. Re-
tailers often are forced to pass losses on to their
customers through higher (ood prices just to keep
afoat,

In 2 move to stem the gruwlng problem, MFDA
along with several other retail groups are cam-
paigning for leglstation which would require banks
and uva and loans Institutions to priot on checks
and share drafis the month and year that the ac-
count was opened.

The measure (HB 4! by Rep. Wil-
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Pasties] 5

Delicious meal 10 satisfy a hearty apperice!

{Reg. $2.45)
Tey our melt-in-your-meuth shortbread ,

PORK PIES - AYRSHIRE HAM

25366 FIVE MILE NEAR DEE(‘H DALY

Beef or Chicken

only 3225 forthree!
{Tuts. and Wed. only)

MEAT PIES-PASTRIES

cAckroyds
Scotcb Boakery & Sausage

D, 532-11
oer MON FRI’ 9:6 snr 8: 30 3
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77),
llam Kelth (D-Gn:dcn Cily) would requ!re code
dating to be mandatory for all financla) institu-
tions.

Survey results showed that shoppera with newly
opened checking accounts write the majority of the
bad checks even though they constitute a small per-
centage of all cheeking account holders.

Grocera estimated that more than half of the bad
checks they get are written on accounts with check
numbers under 200 — a typlcal Lndication of a new
aceount.

ALTHOUGH MOST grocers surveyed sald that
if a cheek number is low thelr cashiers are Instruct-
ed to take exira precautions, they are finding it
tougher all the time to spot potentially bad checks.

“Up untll recently, grocers could apot pew Re-
counu by the number of the check written," Chan-
dler'sald, “and the low-bumbered checks sent up a
red flag for grocers to take greater care with that
shopper’s check.”

In those cases, the survey found that most
grocers would instruct thelr clerks to request addi-
tional indentification and/or get a supervisor's ap-
proval before accepting the cheek.

But, Cbnndlcr sald um today the pmblam is
d by the of some

stitutlons which are willing to start new accunnu

with high check numbers for customera who want
thetr accounts to look well—umbushed

“Mandatory code daung would at least give re-
tailers another way of identlfying those Individuals
who pose a high risk of passing bad checks,” sald
Chandler, who notes that threcquarters o! the
grocers surveyed agree with him,

DURING THE past two ycars, mandatory code
datlng has been successfully tried la Tllinols, Minne-
sota and West Virginin,

In Michigan, some banks are code dating volun.
tarily including all Kent County-area 3

MFDA has been working with the banking com-

munlty on the proposed leglslation and has forged -

an agreement in pricelple with the Michlgan Bank-
ers Assoclatlon.

Olher bm:ken included the Mlchlgan Retallers
As-

and the
sociatlon which partlcipated lhc lhldy and found
that thelr members are experiencing similar frus-
trations with bad checks. The Michigan Merchants
Counell and the Detrolt Chamber of Commerce
have also expressed support for Lhe measure.
The groups expect actlon to be taken on the blll
sometlme this fall.
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For Your Holiday Emertammg
IT’S

™BAKER'S LOAF

“A FRESH APPROACH TO BAKING”
Featuring

Cakes, Cookies, Pies and Tortes
alang with
Breads, Rolls and Danish Pastry
Baked Fresh Daily

‘Manble Village

FAHMINGTON
23308 anlnglon Rd.

78-8320
BEER * WINE

_ DISCOUNT DRUGS

WESTLAND
RD RD.
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OPEN SUNDAYS NOON - 5
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processor fitted with a ateel wing blade.
Pureo (Makes about % cup). Str In lemon
julce, salt, onfon and garlic powders,

2 ripe avocados

Spoon into a small serving bowl. Spread

¥ tip, salt

% tap. onlon powder
% tsp. groand cumin
Y% tap, garlle powder

1/18 tsp. mud

Just before serving peel avocade and
remove sced. Place avecado pulp
container of an electric blender or food

In the

over hot cars of Florida corn. (If not using
Immedlately, cover with plastic wrap and
refrigerate) Yleld: ¥ cup.

So why not try some corn
with avocado spread

ever, several days ahead so they can fully
ripen at room temperature. You'll know
they’'re ripe when the flesh yiclds ta gentle
pressure of your fingers,

1% cups corn kernels |
% cap diced tomato or green pepper

In a medium bowl comblae oll, 2 table-
spoons lemon julce, salt, onfon powder, cu-
min, garllc powder and black pepper. Stir
In corn and tomato. Just before serving
cut each avocado In half lengthwise. Re-

knife re-

move some of Lhe pulp leaving a %-inch

wide shell, Cut removed pulp [n Ye-lnch

black pepper

cubes {makes about % cup). Add to corn
mixture; toss lghtly. Brush cul edges of
avocado with lemon julee. Spoon salad
Into avocado halves.
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Italian Sausag

10 Fryers or 10 ibs. of

any freezer order!
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Cut, Wrapped & Frozen FREE! U.S.D.A. CHOICE

HINDS *1%.. SIDES*1%.
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Home Mude Freeh Dal y! $400
ITALIAN SAUSAGE 5169 BDILED HAM _ 1" b,
U.8.D.A. Cholce Whate - 5399, AMERICAN CHEESE *1%
BEEF TENDERLOINS ' siiosd tree MUENSTER CHEESE $499 |,
18 0” ’Plcl‘l. PIERINO
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FREE FREEZER BEEF SPECIALS

28847 Orchoerd Lk. Rd.,  «
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BULK FOO0 WANEHOUSE, & retal outist

LOCAT!ONB THROUGHOUT CANADA
NOW N U.S.A.
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JUMBO

Salted

49

LB.

GLAZED
NATURAL
PINEAPPLE

GOURMET-
OOOKIES

Your Cholcel Mix
OATMEAL » BI)GAR
CMDGOLATE CHIP

CASHEWS }

GOURMET, HARD
CHRISTMAS

4 CANDY
B Your Cholco - 9 Flavors

a9

LB.

Golden Scaop Special
Buy One, Get One Free!
Rogular, BBQ, Sour Cream

BETTER MADE
POTATO CHIPS

695

FANCY,
MAMMOTH

PECAN
HALVES

LB.

GLAZED
RED
CHERRIES

59

LB.

LARGE

PRUNES

With Pits




