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Dems may try to reapparimn Senate

8y Tim Richard

stalt writor

While few political observers expect
Democrats to try to reapportion the
Mlchigan Senate, a mlnority member
says it's a real possibillty — and that
three freshman Hepuhllcnru havg been
targeted.

“There are revised plans eornplclcd
by the Demoeratie staff. I can't belleve

- they're dolng it for exercise,” sald state

;Slcrlxd Richard Fessler, R- W-( Bloom-
¢!

He was Interviewed In the wake of o
voter recall of Sen. Philip O. Mastin, D-
Pentlae. Democrats reportedly have Is-
sued repeated oral threats that If Mas-
tUn went down, they would reapportion
the Senate In order to win back some
seats In 1988,

FESSLER, WHO comes from a falr-
ly safe western Oakland distrlet, be-
Ilevu Democratic targets are:

® Doug Cruce, R-Troy. Cruce, 35,
won the 16th District seat, formerly
Democratle, - after one term in the

. House,

o Norman Shinkle, R-Lambertvllle.
With no prior legislative exposure,
Shinkle, 32, represents a distrlct en-
compassing Monroe and Lenawee
countles,

® Paul Henry, R-Grand Rapids. A
former two-term state representative,
Henry, 40, has a district that [ncludes
Michigan's sccond fargest clty and
eastern Kent County,

HOW WOULD it work against
Cruce?

Fessler sald, “My district (17th)
might be enlarged to take In Blrming-
ham and increase my Republican vot-
ing strength, and Cruce (16th District)
would lose that Republlean base.”

“ “They could shift some of Mastin's
dlstrict (8) west to Brandon, Groveland
and Springfield townshlps, then per-
haps take the Pontiac Township arca

and ptit it in Cruce’s {0 make It more
Democratle,

“Or they could move Jack Faxan (15}
inte Lyon, Milford and Commerce and
put some of Oak Park into Crucc’s,”
Fessler sald, noting that area had
helped clect Democratle senators Doug
Ross and Daniel Cooper durlng the '70s.

Fessler, though a freshman senator

.himself, feels secure because his dla-

trict (s so strongly Republican and he
had four terms of public exposure as a
state representative.

ANY EFFORT to reapportlon will
_have to come this week,

The 1982 election gave Democrats a
20-18 majorlty. Mastin wlli leave olf(ce
as 500n as his recall is certlfied, proba-
bly sometime during the week. And on

‘ednesday, Macomb County voters are
scheduled (o decide whether to recall
Sen. David Serotkin, D-Mt. Clemens,
who, lie Mastln, voted to Increase the
state personal lncomc tax rate by 1.75
percent.:

Actually, Mastin's vote is unncces-
sary, Faxon zaid. With Mastln gone, a
Senate majority Ls only 19 {more than
halfl of the senators “clected ang serv-
ing"). With a 63-47 majority In the

House and a Democratle governor, .

Democrats could eastly reapportion the
Senate =~ theoretically, at lcast.

The 1982 apportionment plan ap-
Pproved by the state Supreme Court was
drawn up by former elections director
Bernard Apol. Its districts are more
compact and less sprawling than the
Democratic plan which the high court
approved In 1972,

RBut Democrats have zlways consld-

know what's in It,” Faxon said. *I im-
aglne it was done dellberately so that
o onc would have an answer (for re-
porters}.

“I've seen one for my arca. Yes, it's
good. My {current) district 1s overpopu-
lated by 18,000 or 20,000. It {the new
map) would make some reductions. But
It won't affcct me politically, And I
have no ldca what the timetable 1.

Senate  Majority Eeader Willlam
Faust, D-Westland, could not be
reached for comment. Faust reportedly
has the reapportionment plan.

Some experts think, however, that
Democrats may be hesltant to vote for
a one-slded reapportionment plan be-
cause the vote could be turned Into an-
other recall issue.

SEN. R, ROBERT Geake, R-North-
vitle, doubts reappor will be

eat when we said we would not ‘take
pm In recall efforts.

“The exceptlon was Brooks (Oakiand
County Prosecutor L. Brooks Patter-
sor:’, who supporu:d the Mastin reuau

‘Thero are revised plans
completed by the Domocratic
slatt. I can't believe thoy're
doing it for exercise.’
~- Son. Richard Fessler
' R-West Bloomfield

Battle Croek Republican who Joined 19
Democrats 1o belp pass the ncome tax

falling to do so) But Brooks Isn’l n ’

attempted.

“There was some saber rattling,” be
sald. “We were told Lhat If Republicans
.participated (n recall efforts, the Dem-
ocrats would reapportlon us into obll-

hnve supported recall, but pot the par-

Gc:lke sald Democrats cannnot nec-
essarily count on their 19 remalning
Senate votes to pass a reapportionment

la;

DeMaso s reported (o have
good access to Gov. James J. Blanc-
hard. Can iblicans count on him to
oppose reapportionment? ’

Geake admitted DeMaso is less than
popular In the party. “The only reason
he was pot kicked out of the Eepuhl!-
c4an caucus was that he was needed for

vlon. But we've been scruputously hen-

{opposing) reapportionment. We didn't

plan,
What about Sen. Harry DeMaso, the  want to push him to the Democrats.”
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FAXON SAID it's common knowl- .
edge a new redistricting plan has been
drawn.
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Sen. Fessler thinks the Democrats may try to reapportion Rep.
Doug Cruce’s 16th District by moving the Birminghom area inlo
Fessler's 17th District and pushing Democratic areas like Oak
Park into the 16th District,
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and Other Gills * T3 Yoo, Sat 930630
A Bird’s Eye View -
Specialists in Backyard Bird Feeding
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~ om0 8 Oporaiod Extremely fine selection of English and Continental porcelains from a
2;/ poca private collector in St. Louis, Missouri and others, including 18th and 19th .
: = Pambigiay cenlury Worcester, KPM, Meissen, Wedgwood, Doulton and Minton. »
. 431 Pine Street  nouns KPM, Royal Vienna and other porcelain plaques along with other fine
656-0079 Rochester  Mon-Sar: 10:6 cnamel plagues.

3 Fine palnungs watercolors and graphics by or attributed to:
d A. Blanchard, ).G. Brown, T.5. Cooper, |. Clottu, A. Daini, P. Gabrini.

A.T.Haddon, L. Icart, C. Mulholland, A. Renoir, D. Roberts and others,
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Also included are Hande! lamps, Art Glass, furniture, Oriental wares,
Tornado & Nuclear Shelters

sterling silver flatware, childrens toys, slot machine, jewelry, Oriental
carpets, etc.
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December 2nd 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Saturday, December 3, 1983 11:00a.m.
llustrated catalogue *8.00, * 10.060 postpaid
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AUCTION:

Diamonair 1" centifiably dazzling! And now an irresistible offer
from a name synonymous with the most superfative man-made
rems in the world. With any Diamonair purchase, receive a 1984
leather-covered calendar with our compliments. Shown: the
round ring, and pear-shaped ring '285 cach.

Sizes 5to 7. In Fine jewelry Collections,

J”’{’J/C/’ ?Cm/m

Somenct Mall Big Beaver of Cooludge, Troy @ Laelane Town Center Deacborn J

Call:

559-7450

280 North Wood dAvenue Bir
Allproperty sold is subject to a premium of 10" payable by all buyers as

part of the purchase price.




