g .

@he Farmington (!Bhseruer

9 division of Suburban Communications Corp.

in EOn 23352 Farmiington Road/Farmington, MI 48024

Stove Barnaby editor/477-5450

BAIF)

OLE Mondoy, Novembar 26, 1083

Reporter welcome despite,'tragedy

THE TRAGEDY of the bombing in Blerut of
the Marine barracks was followed by the inevi-
table interviewing of relatlves back home,

In newspapers and on television, we were told
about the anguish and sorrow being experi-
enced by the survivors, .

It is the same in,most MESG———m,
tragedies.

Soon after (he bombing
beeame the natlon’s No. 1
news story, an acquaintance
suggested that our newspa-
pers, at least, ought not to
jump into the fray, seeking
out relatives of Marines

killzd in the explosion. .Bob
“You watch,” ‘he sald. 2
“The first thing you'll see is M_

some guy sticking a micro-
phone in some poor mother's face and saying,
;Jr{nw do you feel?” "What kind of a son was your
0y?
“People don't want to be bothered talklng to
reporters after something like that; they want
to be left alone,” the acquaintance suggested.

1 recalled the sights on television of people
hotding back tears as they discussed the death
of somone close and might have agreed.

But my own experience tells me otherwise.

THE FIRST time I was asked to get a photo-
graph of a 17-year-old- girl who dled in a car
accident, I was laken aback. It was with great
reluctance that I called the girl’s home at 7
am, a few hours after she was killed, and
asked her mother If 1 could come by for a pho-
tograph.

I went to the house, rang the bell and was
surprised when the girl’s father asked me in-
side. I felt that the parents would prefer to be
alone with their griel rather than talking to a
stranger who happened to be a reporter.

We stood in the llving room, the parents and I
looking at cach other, not knowlng what to say,
To break the silence, I timidly asked a few
questions about their dnughlcrs school activi-

es.

‘The father started talking. Tears In his eyes,
he told me about her, the sketchy details that
don't really begin to tell the story of a human
life — where she went to school, what classes
she took, what she had.talked about doing allur
she left school.

AS THE GIRL'S mother and father tatked,
they managed Lo convey a sense of their daugh-
ter, her hopes and dreams, her love of life, her
love of family. As they talked to a stranger,
they managed to crystallize some of thelr
thoughts.

They wanted whatever newspaper story that
would appear to capture at least a small part of
what their daughter's life was Hke. They want-
ed what may have been the only newspaper sto-
ry that would ever appear about their daughter

- to have some measure of dignity.

When 1 left, the parents seemed somewhat
grateful, despite their sorrow, to have had the
opportunity to talk to someone about their
daughter, to let the world know, in some small
way, how they treasured her and what a Joss
they will feel. -

th THE bcwlllclicrlng turn ol events in whlch
the the

news slory may be an opportunity to try lo put
things into focus. It's as if the unreal event is
somchow made, not understandable, not ac-
ceptable, but, at the least, real,

For the mnsl part, people in the business of
presenting Jhe news try to do so in a fashion
that imparts a sense of meaning, not to the
death, bul to the life of the person caught in the
tragedy.

We who sce the story, of course, fecl a sense
of kinship with these who are caught in the
tragedy. The personallzing of the tragedy gives
ulslnlbc"cr understanding of what life holds for
all of us.

Can Jane Fonda be

any more revolting?

- I'VE HAD it withi Jane Fonia!

Have you ever noticed how she
always seems lo insist that the rest
of us do whatever It is that she's in
the mood to do? She wasn't that
bad during her “sex kltlen" phase
when she was “Barbarella.”

She was laking her clothes off a
lot, but at least she wasn't making
video tapes in order to show us
poor dunderheads the correct way
to lake off our clothes In public. Of
course, video lapes weren't around
then — thal may have had some-
thing to do with it.

I GUESS it was about the time
she took up politics as a second ca-
reer (hat she decided thal she
would show the world what was
right. She was vocal and adamant
about her personal heliefs and

think about it.

We're all walklng nround fecling
guilty because we don’t look like
Jane Fonda. I wonder who Jane-
Fonda wants to look like?

WELL, 1, for one, refuse to be in-
timidated by this mass hysteria to-
wards health and exercise, Jane

Fonda can't tell me how lo live!”

Some of us | just weren't meant to
be even remotely associated with
bedy stockings, leg warmers, and
sweat. Maybc I'like the fact that

my lells me that 1 run like

seemed to [eel to en-
lighten the world every time some-
onc put a microphene In front of
her — which, unfortunately, was
much, much too often. She was
cven an embarrassment to those
who shared some of her views, But
dld that bother Jane .Fonda? Of
course not!

Sometlmes I gcl the feeling lhal
l{\c lady is jusl starved for atlen-
tion!

Ah, but nqw dear Jane has truly
found the light. She has discovered
the secret to all happiness and wis-
dom. She has discovered aerobics,
Boy, has she discovered aerobics!
She's practically got the whole
country lying on their sides wear-
ing body stockings trying to touch
the celling with their navels. It's
really kind of pathetic when you

Polling can be tough business, Gallup says

POLLS HAVE become a way of
life. They are conducted about atti-
tudes toward politics, purchases,
UFOs, sex habits, drug abuse and
death.

Recently a Gallup poll results
showed that 51 percent of Michigan
voters disapproved of the way Gov.
James J, Blanchard was doing his
job. Only 35 percent gave him a fa-
vorable rating.

About the same time George

Gallup Jr., head of the polling or-
ganiztion, talked to mcmbers of the

the unfavorable results in the best
possible light.

HE SAID the poor rating was
expected; most politicans who take
strong action in early days in office
are not poputar in the beginning.

“Look at where Ronald Reagan
was in the polls 1¢ months affer
taking office,” he offered.

The governor said his unpopolar-
ity stems from the passing of a
temporary increase in the state in-
come lnx but sald I was bitter but
“Less than 90

Plymouth Chamber of Cor ce.
Blanchard met with ]ourdalisls

about the time the poll results were

released. Naturally, he tried to put

days allur taking office, my ad-
ministration set a plan to stave off
bankruptcy and turn the state
around,” he sald.

Blanchard predicts his job rating
will iprove in the months ahead.

After reciting an impressive list
of accomplishments In his 10
manths, Blanchard said, “If we've
had a shortceming, it is in not tell-
ing people what we have done.”

ile has since begun what appears
to be a campaign to turn around
public opinion. .

GALLUP AGREED with Blanc-
hard’s assessment that public opin-
ion surveys reflect only opinlons at
the time of the polling and said
views can change quickly.

The biggest mistake his organi-
zatlon made in its years of polling
was the 1848 prediction that Tom
Dewey would défeal President
Harry Truman.

“We stopped polling a.few days
belore the eleetion,” he said.
“Opinions switched just before the
voting. We learned our lesson."”

Polls not only present problems

for politicians but also for the poll-.

ster.
Many difficultics result from the
destgn of the question, Gallup said.

CONSIDER the question that
used 1o be asked, “Are you a house-
wife or do you work?"

Then there was the survey of
businessmen who were asked,
“Please indicale the number of
employces broken down by sex.”
One smari aleck answered,"None,
but some have been broken down
by alcohol."

Gallup’s father, George Sr., was
founder of the firm,

Afler his 1848 debacle in the
Truman-Dewey race, George Sr.
was driving down a one-way street
the wrong way.,
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We shaw the most life-like trees including the
genuine MOUNTAIN KING . small,
large. green, white, blue, flocked.

6370 Orchard Lake Rd, at Maple
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10 YEARS EXPERIENCE

[10% OFF ALL FABRICS |
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("Sully’s Plaster Crafts
Now in Farmington

Large Selection

* WHITEWARE (No Firing Needed)
* FREE CLASSES

* ALL PAINTING SUPPLIES
e = o o e e

20Y% orFron Whiteware

Ilth this ad thry

S«M PLASTER OBAFTS

i,:-._ 30942 Grand River

1)

Falmlnglnn 473-5855

He was stopped by a pollceman
who recognized his name from, his
driver's license. The cop said,"So,
you're going the wrong way again.”

a moose!

Just this last weekend-1 read in .

the paper thal doctors have discov- |

ered a new syndreme — “fear of
obesity.” Aside from the fact that |
found it truly amazing that doctors
can find the time and/or inclina-
tion for such in-depth research, I
was also sure that Jane Fonda had
something to do with it!

“Ahal,” I shouted across the liv-
ing room lo my hosband as J read
the article. *“Thal woman has
struck again!” My husband just
looked up from his section of the
newspaper, sighed, and then went
back lo reading.

I think he's learned over the
years (halt reading newspapers
and/or watching the news always
makes. me slightly crazy. I don't
think he minds as much when 1 yell
at the T.V., but when I seream at

newspaper articles he seems lo

think that's a little strange.

What really has me worried is I
wonder what Jane will be up to
next. She's told us how Lo think, and

. now how to move and what {o eat.

Do you think the world is ready
for “The Jane Fonda Workbook On
The Correct Way To Sleep?”

Yawn.

Oral quarrel
not available

‘This week’s Oral Quarrel re-
sponse will not be In this editlon of
the Farmlngton Observer. Due lo
mechanleal problems we were un-
able to transeribe the results, We
had asked our readers whero they
were the day John F. Kennedy was
shot.

We regret the breakdown and
hope that you call to reply to next
week's Oral Quarrel question.

OPEN;
Mon - Sat
10-6

FREE HOME OR OFFICE HEARING TESTS

“I’M NOT DEAF!”’

“IJUST CAN'T UNDERSTAND
SOME WORDS.”

If this is your problem..Ovation
Is Your Answer!

LI8T PRICE
$550.00

NO CORDS*NO Tl{“BI‘SSONO WIRES
this v

A
3-YEAR GUARANTEE

29Q00 i

DOCTOR ON STAFF
BLUE CROSS/UAW PROVIDERS

(Appomlmean are necessary)

OUR
PRICE

24781 5 Mile Rd. 23801 Gratiot Rd.
(botwoen Booch & Talograph) in East Detrolt
772-7911 772-7911

Christmas Cactus

Douglas Fir
Christmas

Trees
We have the LARGEST and

15 feet.

Hollda.y
Cedar or Pine 10"
ROPING 12"
$330 G0 $1799 16"

20FT. 6O FT.

NICEST selection in the area!
Over 1,500 to select from: 4 feec to

. Complete line of SCOTCH PINE and P
SPRUCE Christmas trees, also Fresh Cut Flowcrs

Douglas Fir
WREATHS

| 24" & 36" also available
WE ALSO HAVE DECORATED WREATHS

Holiday

(Undecorated) 4
. $ 599 g
N’
6 N
$go? U/ .

Roses
Florist Quality
$Q92 K

DOZ.

$299

Holly & Mistletoe

Available

Christmas

Poinsettias
4" $2% (25 or more 2%}
644" $599 (25 or more %)

8" 3 Stem $15% (12 or more
10" 5 Stem $24% Ed
Extra for Foil & Bow

FARMER JOHN’S

GREENHOUSE

26950 HAGGERTY ROAD
Y4 Mile South of 12 Mile

553-7141

MON- SAT:8 AM-9PM
SUN: 8 AM -8 PM




