OLE __Thursday, Docember 1, 1883

Ducks

By Tom Baor
staff writor

brock subdlviaion, they call Marie
Mutschall “The Duck Lady,” and that's
Just flne with her,

“1 think lt's gredt — belter than
belng calted “The Turile Lady," zaid
the naturc-loving housowife and
mother of four swho has turned the fam-
Ily's three-acre homesite {nto a kind of
minl- pature preserve.

Two ponds — one man-made, but
both fed by numerous springs — grace
the Mutschall property on Westmore-
iand. Over the years, the water and the
Mutschalls' kindness have attracted as
permancnt residents over 200 mallard
and wood ducks and two large white
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geese,

There are also many Canada geese
who “come and go” with the seasons,
although nine stay the year round, and

on sceds for a morning snack.
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A fried tortifls

During the past eight}
decades  Detroit-area
families have found at
McCabe's the guidance
and  assistance th

Fresh sessonod

they
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26767 Grand River

Around Farmington Hills' Spring- .

Marie Mutschall {right) watches over the
fiock while a chickadee (above) nibbles
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you get a whole lot more
ROYAL OAK
3310 North Woodward Ave.
FARMINGTON HILLS DE;;;;OHF:\;?GTS
30008 Orchard Laki 4

 sanpplng tartles “you couldn’t pick up
an,p s gnow sbovel,” accordlng to
A

ty, and often balt motor traffl¢ on
land o to other

re a splash in Hills

utschall
‘Tho fow! bave the run of the proper-.
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But the Mutschalls declded to buy it
anyway, They built thelr own house, a
contemporary model with Lhree bed-
roomns and two baths, dolng everything
except the plastering and brick work

At least once & year, the Mutschalls
pour chemicals, Includlng copper sul-’:
fate, Into the ponds to inhibit unwanted !+
plant growth and givo the flsh more ox-f'ﬂ:

“

ygea. ?
“When the [ce breaks and you sce 2. *

ponds which dot the subdivision.

“ ‘belong to God, but I feed
them,” sald Mutschall with a laugh. It
takes 100 pounds of corn and 50 pounds
of bird seed each year to sallafy her
feathered friends.

“1f 'm dumb cpough to feed them all
winter, why should they fly to Florida
and wear out thelr wings,” she asked.

THE PROPENTY wasn't much to
fook at 28 ycars ago when the
Mutschalls purchased it.

“My father-ln-law wouldn't even get
out of the car to look at it — and he
was n real estate,” Mutschall remem-
bered. “He sald, ‘How can you even
look at this dismal swamp.""
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_ 31950 12 MILE RD., FARMINGTON, MICH. same low price

Phone: 553-0120

DETAOIT LOCATION:
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L. DAVID McCABE, Director 7 days a week

Switch

your Amoco card...

we’ll make you a member
of the Sunoco family

(and reccive a gift from us...windshield washer solvent)

. we pump your gas
for you — self serve prices

12 Mile at Orchard Lake Road
Car Wash
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EDWARD P. DEWAR, General Manager
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“We designed it ournelves to fit the
lot,”" Mutschell sald.

The houso overlooks both pands, the
man-made one (85 by 220 fect and 12
fect at ita deepest) and the natural one
(85 by 330 fect), which is shared with
three ather familles. N

The ponds, which have been stocked
with blucglll and bass, provide the fam-
ily with swimmilng in the summer and
feo skating In the winter.

Mutschall said she counted 32
springs (IU's not for nothing that they
call it the Springbrook subdivislon}
{eeding the ponds,

“At one polnt, the water comes
30 gallons a mlnute,” 2}
“That's a lot of water.”

blg bass foatling, it just breaks your
heart,” Mutschall sald, -

SOME OF THE ducka wero presents,,
{'rlom pooplo who were glad to get rid of .
em. .

IS

“"People stop and uy: “These are our *"t
Easter presents and we don't want 'em
anymore,” Mutschall aaid.

A big white goose, known affectlon:
atcly as Mother Goose, was such a gifl
about four years age. Slace then,
goosc has taken on the mothering du-
tles of the ponds. .

“She takes carc of the mallard fam}
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OUTSTANDING BARGAINS ON HOME

PLYWOOD

Underlay Lauan
4x8

SHELVING
syor ‘%" Structurwood
Reg. ea.
12'x96" 8209 ea.

84° ... | iowee 2% ., |
PANELING

Beautiful wood graln pat-
terns for permanently
malntenance froo walls.

REAL WOOD
7
N 4x8’ $9 onm‘lup J

AII'Abova-Caah and Carry
Sale Good Thru 12-3-83

Econo

32800 GRAND RIVER
4 8iks. E. of Farmington Rd,
FARMINGTON'
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Sal,8-4



