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Why Great lLakes states lack clout

By Tim Aichard
otaff writer

Unity, Caalltlon. Regfonal agenda.

The sunbelt has polltical clout be-
cause of them. Why can't the Great
Lakes states get together, too?

“It's difficult to achleve becauss of
the enormous diversity in a comp!ex io-
dustrinl reglon,” answered US. Rep.
Carl Pursell, R-Plymouth, uw 20d Dis.
trict copgressman who once led a
group called Lhe Gypsy Moths,

“It's not like the sunbelt, where
they're Intcrested In 1) defense con-
tracts, 2} the oll depletion allowance
and, 3} tobacco subsidies and agricul-
ture. That's about the three basle prior-
1tles of the sunbelt.

“'We bave about 17 major priorities,”

safd Pursell, whose current project is
selling the lakes states, Canada, the
Resgan Admlnlstration and congrm
on & 01 blllfon-plus modernization of
the St. Lawreoce Seaway.

PURSELL WAS asked about & re-
mark at the Congress orr the Economle
Future of the Great Lakes that lakes
stalo congressional delegations “are
the caslest ones (o roll” because they
Iack cobeslon,

“In all honesty, I think it's an excel-
Ient point because of the diversity,” be
sald. He added that there Is a genera-
Unn gnp in Lhe Michlgan delegation.

“The junlor members are attracted
to these reglonal ideas, and the unlb\:

are
cause they've been targeting thelr
flelds of expertlse. I'm not eritfciring
t.b:i.‘ It's the nature of the game.

SCHOOL PROBLEMS

« Lack of motivation e Easily distractabla
* Poor grades * Bored
* Hyperactive « Not completing work
» Withdrawn « Difflculty relating with
 Disruptive classroom peers

behavior « Underachiaving

CONSULTATION AND EVALUATION
« Identifying and understanding problem areas
» Recommendations and goal sel!/ﬂg
« School intervention
= Therapeutic intervention

think
an awful lot allke in the sunbelt, but we
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don't see that up In our reglon. We have
major philosophical d.ulmeu within
our delegation.”

Pursell was interviewed hy & panel
of reporters for the Nov, 27 “Spotlight
ont News" program on WXYZ-TV (Ch.

.

)Allcrwlnh he observed, “T walk into
the Capito] restaurant every Tuesday,
and there's the Georgla delegation
meeting for breakfast.” He sald the
Michigan delegation has rarely met as
a unit aince the Chrysler loan package
bills of three years ago,

OF THE SEAWAY, Pursell said in-
terest (5 picking up in his moderniza-
tion proposal, It lavolves building s
second Jock at Sault Ste. Marie capable
of handling 1,000-foot ships and paral-
1el locks on the St. Lawrence River to
accommodate two-way tralfic,

“The Canadlans fcel it’s an opportu.
nity to modernize the Seaway because
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It's 25 years old: Fact is, the midwest
must modernizo the Scaway If we're
going to be able {o compete in the
world marketplace. Farmers, manu-
facturers and pew indusirial leaders
are looking to tho Seaway as & chance
to nla‘ovo thelr products to the export
market. .

'm(us Army) Corpe of Engineers

lonal study under way.
Wanlnphm[ln“hnl.burmul

lhould be completed In 1988, and I'm

in the Unlted States' belng

rudy to plan with the Canadian gov-

ﬁrml rather than being behind,” he

Pursell referred to Canada's decislon
In the early 19503 to go ahead with the
locks to enable ocean-going hips to
reach the Great Lakes — with or with-
out US. lnvnlvemmt. With then-Con-

decades of debate, agreed in 1954 to
Joln the project.

threats to separate from

speaking Canada — quite the oppoallr.
“They're making a recommendation

+ o their (Quebec) premler In the next

* ‘two months o participate, and I think

they will,

In a separate tnterview, Porscll was
asked about a criticlsm concerning
rallroads. A Plymouth resident nrgumi
that the ralirosds surrounding the

Great Lakes — Including those, like .

Grand Trunk, ln Michigan — are
nwuedbycaudiam who won't be ca-

ger to see Great Lakes ports soak up
lha rallroads’ froight business,

“The polnt Is well taken,” Pursell ,

nodded. “Canada has istegrated lts

rails to the Seaway, We don't do that.
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