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paid their way

To: Vern Norris
Michigan High School Athletic Association
East Lansing, Mich.

EAR VERN,
Been keeping busy? I'm certain you
have, what with all the state

tournaments, and now the winter
sparts seasons getting started. How do you find,
time to file lawsuits in answer to lawsuits filed
against the MHSAA?

Anyway, Vern, there are some serious
problems facing high school sports, as I'm sure
you're aware. Claims that the guys get a better
shake than the giris. There aren't enough
qualified coaches. Or officials.

And recruiting: Remember, Birmingham
Brother Rice just won the state football
championship and Redford Catholic Centrat
was light years ghcad of its nearest
competition in the Class A cross country finals.
‘That spelis trouble.

Well, Vern, I got the answer o your
problems. I mean, why put up with all this stuff|
when there's an casy way out?

While my solution isn't that original, it is
American. It came to me in ¢ flash — or
maybe a twinkle, as in the twinkle of the lights
adorning Christmas trees in department stores|
shortly after Halloween.

“'Christmas ts so commercial,” I thought.

“Si hi some big

e, is
bucks because of all this.”.

Which depressed me. Because I wasn'tin on
it. Why can’t I turn something sweet and
innocent into @ gold mine?

That's when I thought of you. Let's shake high]
achool sporta out of its doldrums, [ decided.
Let’s go Big Time!
1t wouldn't be 5o ternibly difficult. I was at
Plymouth Salem the other night for a girla’
state regional basketball game, The host team
was playing. Know how many fans from Salem]
were in the stands? Maybe 50.

A poor showing considering the quality of
play, which was good, But maybe people don't
think it's good enough. They say the best
players are recruited to play at the Catholic
schools, Well. . .

Let cveryone recruit. Give each schoola

Hih time preps|

Mercy defense stalls Tractors

RANDY BORST/s1a1t photographer

Annetle Rugglero (10}, Mercy point guard, feceds inside to team-
mate Amy DecMalttia for one of her five asslsts against Fordson
Tuesday night. She also scored eight points and made four steals

In the Marlins win.

By Chris McCosky

« stal wrlter

Shutting down potential All-State players is be-
coming Sarah Basford's forte.

Basford, & potential All-Stater In her own right,
beld Dearborn Fordson atar Kim Chandler at bay
and tallted 16 pointa to tead Farmington Hills Qur
Lady of Mercy to an easy 59-36 triumph in the
openlng round of the stnts Class A girls basketball
reglonal tournament Tuesday at Southflcld High.

Chandler, who eniered the game with a 285
polnts per game scoring average, made just two of
11 shota In the flrst half. She made just two of eight
In the third quarter. Witk Basford covering, Chan-
dler scored 10 points, four off the fastbreak.

With Basford on the bench and the game long
since decided, Chandler scored 12 fourth-quarter
pointa to finish with 22,

“SARAH DID ANOTHER outstanding job,” sald
Mercy coach Larry Baker. “She had a hand in her
{Chandler’s) face all night.”

In the district finale last Wednesday, Basford
shut down another potentinl All-Stater — North
Farmington's Amy Austin,

“They are both equally good," Basford sald alter-
wards, “Both have real quick first steps and both
are excellent shooters.”

Besides her 16 polnts, Basford had flve assists
and elght rebounds. Both teams began the game
Jittery. Seven consecutlve turnovers were commit-
ted and three shots missed before Mercy's Terrd
Ford broke the ice wlth a swish from the corner,

“I think we stressed their pressure and their dou-
ble-teaming so much In preparing for this game,
that we hurried our shots. Once we renllzed that if
we got inslde we could take the shots we wanted,

It’s Marlins vs. Pilots

By Chtis McCoeky
staff writer

Livonia Bentley girls baskettiall coach Tom Lang
ound himself in an ugly Cat
day night at Scathfleld High,
faced a

Hix Bulldogs very tall Detrolt Murray-:
‘Wright team In the opening round of the state Class

A reglonal tournament.

Lang could do one of two things to combat the
Lady Pilots' size. He could have his team sit un-
characteristleally back in 2 zone defense,

“There's no way we can slt back in a zone, We

we seitled down,” Baker sald. .

Mercy led 12-2 afler one quarter, Fordson made
® brief 7-4 run at the beginning of the second quar-
ter, and Baker called timeout, .

WHATEVER BAKER sald to hls team durin,
that tlmeout worked. The Marlins ran off 1
stralght polnts at the end of the half and carried §
27-9 lead into the thied quarter. :

"1 told them that we could put them away right
now if we would just be more selective on the shots,
Qur vislon on the court really improved after that,”
Baker sald, .

Fordson, taken completely out of their game plad
by Mercy's tenaclous man-to-man defense, could
net just four of Ita 27 shots in the flrst balf. .

Moercy contlnued to roll {n the third quarter. Amy
DeMattia, who sat out much of the flrst balf witd
two fouls, scored slx third quarter points. Basford
tallled eight polnts, making four of her flve shots {n
the quarter. She was seven of 14 from the floor fot
the night. :

. Annette Ruggiero made three key steals In the
quarter and finished the game with elght polntd,
four steals, and flve assists, N

After three quarters, Mercy led 49-19. And the
Mercy starters took a powder and watched thix
fourth quarter from the bench, N

MARY ROSOWSKI had another strong game in-
slde for Mercy. She finlshed with elght polnts aph
nine rebounds, Terri Ford added nine points and
seven rebounds and Bev White chipped In with
elght polnts. .

Mercy (22-2) will play Murray-Wright (18-2} for
the regional champlonship at 7:30 p.m. Thursday
alght a; Southfleld High (located on 10 Mile Road at
Lahser), .

can't play that way, We'd get murdered,” Lang said
after the game, :
'ine. A b
{TRE, ONLY OTHER altermative was to play
against a-taller and
Jwhich ol K

The veault: A lopsided 68-49 vi
Wright,

Murray-Wright, with sophomore point guard Re-
Wise doing the handy work, conalstently got

for Murray:

Pleasa turn to Page 3

certain amount of tenders, an
number of recruits to sign. Let "em go
anywhere in the state to sign players — or,

even better, (o any state. .

True, the talent wars may be bloody, but at |
teast everyonc will be in the same size boat with
the same number of oars to sink or paddle with.

1t would aiso force schools to upgrade their .
programs. Don't you see? They'd have to build |
niew stadiums just to keep up with the i
competition, Successful coaches would start ¢
getting paid big bucks. Unsuccessful coaches
hit the pavement,

Junior Achicvement would discover a new
golden age. Imagine the knowledge on the inner;
workings of our capitalistic society high school l
kids could obtain by werking in a sports’
program? Hawking tickets, writing PR !
releases, setting up alumni donations and

¢ s like halfts

i 1] car

The possibilities are limitiess, The MHSAA
would have to get involved as well, Vern. Like
taking a trip to the state capitol fo do some
heavy lobbying, Make high school sports tickets
tax deductible, Thot would realiy get the ball i
rolling. !

Identity is impertant, too. A personality. L(ke\
Antoine Joubert. Or Magic Johnson, Some truly,
oifted athlete to build into a god. Someone to |
cxploit.

Kids, want to bowl?
O&E tourney for you

By Bred Emons
staff writor

Young izowlcr: wlll have something
o shoot for during the Christmas holi-
da;

8.

Livonta VFW Post 3941, Pro Am
Bowllng & Trophy Sales and the Ob-
server Newapapers got (ogether to
sponsor the second annual Open Junlor
Howling Tournament for boys and girls
ages 8-17.

The event will be Thursday, Dec. 29,
and Friday, Dec. 30, at Livonia's Wond-
erland Lanes, 28455 Plymouth Road,
located between Middlebelt and Ink-

ster,

*We bad a tournament for Livonia
only, and it went well last year {n
March),” sald Ernlc Jones of the VFW

'

And ber, are the for i
of athletics. Where would sports be without
stata? The state's top players all reduced toa |
listing of numbers. I

There's so much 10 work with. But think of
the benefits. No more sports cutbacks because !
of millage foilures. In fact, the increase in
revenue would probably lead to sparkling new
10,000-seat gymnasiums. .

Football would be played on thekindof
surface it was meant to be played on: artificial;
No more mudbaths like the Rice-Henry Ford
fiasco at Birmingham Groves.

And the erotwds. Think of it. Parents would
actually come out to see their sons and
daughters play. Not only that, alf the parents’
friends would be in the crowd. So f the kid
screwed up, yots can bet your 20-page program
with color photos that he'd get a bawling out at
home.

Parental pressure alone would give us better
athletes. And, consequently, better games,
which would keep the crowds packed into the
stands, completing the circle.

There's 20 much elge to consider: TV and
radio contracts, incentives for attending
games {like blacking out oll television
broadcasts on game days {f the local contest i3
not sold out), starting a high school Names of
Fame.

Anyway, you get the idea. I really believe we
could convince the public this thisg would not
only work, but it would baoood!ofl)leldd:u‘h
would teach theni the value of a dollar. It's time
they started leam(?hq‘ L}J\‘al at an earlier age
anywoy, don't you think?

I'mean, who says high school sports should be
fun? I soy make "em work for it

Well, let me know what yot think.

Your pal and mine,
pel CJR

L i <

and of the event. “We had
about 70 entries.
*We'd like to sce It go over. We can
take about 320 bowlers this year,”
Jones [s joined on the committee by
Ken Kossick of Pro Am, Hareld Stobb,
Walter Cox and Joc Charnawskas.

land, Garden Clty, Farmington-Hllls
and Redford.

TROPHIES, donated by Pro-Am,
will be awarded to the top three finlsh-
ers in each of the following age brack-
ets: A, 15-17 years; B, 13-14; C, 11-12;
and D, 8-10. Flight winners will be hon-
ored in a ceremony at the hall.

The cost is $3 per bowler. The fee
includes three games, shoe rental and a
small token of appreclation.

The closing date is Friday, Dec. 23,
Checks should be made payable to:
Livonla Poat 3941 V.F.W., 20155 W.
Seven Mlle, Livonia 48152,

Non-league bowlers will use the fol-
lowing blind handicap averages: A,
boys (150) and girls (135); B, boys (125)
and glrts (115% C, boya (110) and girls
(100); D, boys {80) and girls (80). Auto-
matic scorers will also be used.

Starting times are 10 am. and 1 p.m.
eachday.

Applications are available at VFW
3941 Hall, 20155 W. Seven Mile, Livo-
nla; Pro Am Bowling & Trophy, Slx
Mite and Fnrml'ngwn ,mds, Livonia;

The is open to
of Llvonla, Plymouth-Canton, Weat-

and {sec above).
Far more Information, call 474-8733,

Sales, Observer Newspapers

Name. . .
Addross . . .o oo e e .
Telophone number
Bowlinleague: No Yas
Parental consent:, . . .
Time prelerence:

Mile Road, Livonia M1 48152

Cloaing date: Friday, Dec. 23
[ ot bt s e

Open Junior bowling tournament
(boys and girls ages 8-17)

Sponsora: Livonia VFW Post 3941, Pro Am Bowling and Trophy

Thursday, Dec. 29, through Friday, Dec, 30
Wonderiand Lanes, 28455 Plymouth Road, Livonla

If Yes, avorageasofDee. 1 . . . . .

Thursday, Dec. 28
Friday, Dec. 30 .m.
Entry.fee: $3 per bowlor {Inctudes three games, shoes and small gift)
Make checks payable to Llvonia Post 3941 VFW, 29155 W, Seven

10a.m.
10am. 1

ATsT Investors

Don't touch
ATT holdings until
you discover Americus.

Only Americus Trust offers all these benetits:
« A tax-free exchange
= Listing on the NYSE
* Redemption in kind for 5 years

+ Retain current AT&T ownership the way
you originally intended

* Proposed quarterly dividend—single check
= Special components for income and

appreciation

No other trust offers you all these benefits. And, you don't
have to wait untit January 1 to take advantage of them.
If you're an AT&T investor,.you owe it to yourself to dis-

cover Americus today.

For more information and a free prospectus, call or use
the coupon. Read the prospectus carefully before investing.

BN Kidder, Peabody " 3200 Weat big Boaver Road |
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