‘Could be long year for area cage teams

‘BY Chris McCoaky
statf writor

$ THE WESTERN Lakes Athletlc
Assoclatlon boys basketball
league turning into a perenntal
two-{eam show?

Upon a cursory glance at the rosters,
it seems Plymouth Salem, Jast year'a
WLAA champs, and Livonia Stevenson
will again be the teams to beat.

But, If you look a little closer, or lis-
ten to the early season optimism of
some of the coaches, you know that
Northville Is golng to be very blg and
tough to beat. Livonia Churchill seems
to have improved upon its Western Di-
vislon champlonship team of a year
ago. And teams like Plymouth Canton
and Livonla Bentley are slecpera who
on any given night could wake up and
upend some of the league's powers,

Here are zome carly assessments of
the WLAA squads:

PLYMOUTII SALEM

The Rocks are out to break an ugly
habit thls year, .

For the last two scasons, Fred Tho-
mann's teams have won the WLAA and
won thelr disteict.

No, that's not the habit the Rocks are
looking to break,

They have lost their first regional
taurnament contest in each of the last
two scasons. They would like to put a
stop to that.

To do that, they are golng to have.to
survive a tough WLAA schedule. But,
Thomann thinks he has the potential to

that.

.-*This team will be able to score,”
Thomanp sald. *This team can create
the tumover and score in transition,

I "We have two to three legitimate
Jump shooters, we've got size, we move

It’s Marlins vs. Pilots
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the ball —. we have good df

The success of this team will depend on
how well we ploy team defense and
how well we limit the sccond and third
shots.”

Rlek Berberett, a 6-§ th

basketball

starter, LeSean Haygood, Scoit Jurek
and Erich Hartnett glve the Rocks
some slze, strength and quickness up
front, Barry Bell and Jelf Arnold are
potentially as good a guard tandem as
there is in the league. Off the bench,
guard Mike White will add more speed
to the Rock lineup. :
This is a solid Rock unit.

LIVONIA STEVENSON

Wlth Tom Domako (6-7) and Bob Slu-
ka (6-5) back from last year's 21-4
team that went all the way to the re-
glonal finals, only to fall to Catholic
Central, George Van Wagoner's con-
tingent looks formidable, X

“If we play as a team and improve
our defense, it could be a good year,”
Van Wagoner sald.

Domako, All-League and All-Area
Iast year, averaged nearly 19 polnts a
game and 7.3 rebounds, Van Wagener
says Domako s a “potentlal All-
Stater.”

Sluka, the muscolar post player,
averaged 11.3 points and nearly nine
rebounds per game last season.

The Spartans’ also have a good sup-
porting cast. Ric Rozman, who was the
backup point guard last year, will run
the show thls year. Other returners
Ukely to sce time are Mark Klelnk-
necht, Todd Baggett and Brian Porter.

Van Wagoner also likes what he's
scen of newcomers Ed Gilbert, Pete
Huddy, Ve Nettle, Matt Burdiss and
Steve Russo,

The Spartans have the talent to be
very explosive offenslvely.

ihe ball tnside against Bentley's man-to-man. The
reciplent of Wise's penetration was, more often

than not, juntor Angle Middleton,

+And Mlddleton responded with 31 polnts, 20 in

ihe flrst half,

'+ “She was the best player I've seen this year,”

Kang sald.

dleton pulied it off twice
deon g

pass
ot before coming down off her jump.

: BENTLEY FOUGHT with Murray-Wright carly.
After falling behlnd 5-0, the Bulldogs employed an

. How many times have you seen a girls’ basket-
ball team rnll off an alloy-oop play? Wise and Mid-
lce — Wise throwing the lob

Middleton catching it and laylng in the

even at 5-5,

Just too tail,” Lang sald.

Uno in the first hall. Ben

came via the free thros,

3.2 zone preas, which quickly got the score
Alfter a quarter, Bentley trailed 21-15. But in the
second quarter, Middleton caught fire. She flred (n
11 straight points and added four more before the
l;:ll to put the Lady Pilots comfortably ahead 40-
“We just couldn't board with them. They were

Bentley also didn't shoot very well, hitting flve of
20 from the floor and 18 lar 22 from the free throw

in the second quarter, The Bulldogs eight polnts

Bentley got withln 13 early In the second balf, but
that was as close as It would get.

LIVONIA CIURCHILL

Sixth-year coach Don Alberison can
hardly wait for the scason to begln. He
Is very, very optimistic about hls tcam

year.

“Most coaches at thls time of the
year better be optimlstic,” he sald, *]
fee] this [a potentially one of cur best
teams to come out of Churchlll since
I've been coach. It looks as though the
other leams in our area and league are
golng to be very competltive. It looks
to me like an exclting season.* .

Albertson returns {lve players from

m 12-9 dlvision champlonship team of -

t year.

Cralg Hunter, an All-Western Divi-
alon performer last year, returns and Is
hoplng to improve on.hls nine points,
alx rebounds per game average. John
Gryzbek (seven palnls per game), Steve
Juodawlkls (flve points, five rebounds
per game), Doug Klucevek, and Rob
Foust round out the returners.

Albertson wanta his team to run the
break as much as possible, but if un.
able, he is more than willing to play
half-court basketbdali, Defensively,
Churchlll is a zone-oriented team:

Chris Semik, Jim Merner, Mike Her-
manson, Mike Panganils, Mike Mechan
and Dave Andrus, are battling for play-
Ing time.

PLYMOUTH CANTON
Run, gun and scrap, That's the key

for Dave Van Wagoner's Chiefs thls

year. '
The Chlefs will be one of the smaller
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are on salary

WLAA contingents this year, but, they
will also be one of the more feisty,

Van Wagoner, ln hia third year,
scema to have the Canton program on
the rise.

“We wlill be competltive,” he said.
"Hopefully, we wiil contend for our di-
vislon title.”

His optimism is buoyed by the emer.
gence aof 6-2 Elljab Rogers. A bench
warmer Jast year, Rogers worked on
bls game all summer and appears
ready to handle the post for the Chlefs,

Co-captalns Mark Bennett and Gary
Thomas, two starters from last year,
will be the catalysts of the Chief at-
tack. Bennett, an outstanding passer,
averaged 11 points, six rebounds and
flve asslats per game laat year, Thom-
a3, a good outside shooter, averaged aix

- points and four assists,

Jlm Schlleker {eight polnts and aix
rebounds per game), and Mike Jeanings
round out the starting five. Kevin Haw-
kins, Brent Stack and Joe Bono will
also zee time for the Chlefs.

is team should be much better
than its 10-11 fInlsh Iast year,

FARMINGTON HARRISON

When you look at the players on the
roster — John Milter, Dave Quarles,
Geof Blssell, Vince Enright — you
think, “Man, this would be a great foot-
ball team.”

Indeed, the nucleus of the Hawks at-
tack ls made up of outstanding football
players. But, coach e Tcachman's
Jjob Is to mold them into a succeasful
roundball team.

Four starters are gone from last
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years' 5-18 team. Last year’s junfor
varsity Hawks compiled a 1-17 record.
Btil], Teachman says his team is much
Improved,

“Alter our recent scrimmage, I'd say
wo are going to be a lot better than
people will give ua credt for,” he sald.

The starting flve, according to
Teachman, is tentatlvely Don Lacey at
ceoter, Miller and Quarles at forwards
and Dave Younger and Blssell at

guards.

Brian Hickey, who had 103 assists
last season, has been out with mononu-
clecsls. Teachman hopes to have him
back after the Christmas break,

Enright, Ron Karbowsk! and Lance
Berg wilt also sec some action,

FARMINGTON

‘The Falcons, coming off a 9-11 sea-
£on and losing its top player Don Zang
to graduatlon, are In for a tough sea-
son, according to coach Richard Roy.

“We're very young. It's golng to be a
real challange,” ho said,

Scott Hayosh, who transferred to the
Faleons from Calholic Central last sea-
s0n, averaged 11 polnts per game, He,
along with Tim Carruthers and Dave
Wylle make up the nucleus of the Fal-
cons‘squad.

Roy Is counting on help from sopho-
more Bruce Krat and 6-6 junlor Matt

T
Y

:

and Greg Feenstra .
o

Lundb. Tim Berry
will also sce actlon. %
Roy sald his tearn will try to run tholl,
fastbreak as much as possible, He also
hopes to be able to play pressure man-; .
to-man defense. A

LIVONIA BENTLEY 2
‘The blg news here la new head eud;’f

Tom Nieml, He comes to the Bulldogsy: .
after 10 years at the helm of the Bolle«-¥
ville Tlg‘m. Ho p:;ammumw_ '
Franklla four years prior to that. e
He takes over what might bave been™
the worst team In the WLAA lnat seas
3on. [
But, there [a hope, The reason ls blg
8-8 center Phil Graczyk. He will be-
counted on for much of Bentley's acor;
{og and rel ding.
Co-captalns John Turner and Johny
White will also start. ;
Steve Carli, Marvin Rons, and Sal
DeMllio are also battling for startlog

roles.

Jeft Placzek, a 8-S senior, would alsa,
be in conteatlon for & starting job but a3,
series of injuries bave set him back. He'»
waa [njured after a drill short-circulted, "
In his hands last summer. Then he hagf,
a respiratory allment. Then be::
spralned his ankle. Quch. “

John Scruggs and Steve Gregor wilt[
dlso see some playing time, #,

Elks Hoop Shootison

The Ewald hot shots are on to the
Pontizc Silverdome.

M.J. and Tracey Ewald of Canton
Townshlp have advanced to the arca
finals of the Pepsi Challenge/NBA Hot
Shot competition, which will take place
Dec. 20 and Jan. 4, 1964 at the Dome.

Tracey Ewald took {Irst place at the

SIZE

reglonal competition for v-lz-year“
olds, Older brother M.J, placed lourus
in the 13-15 catagary.

The Ewalds are the first brother:
combination to make it to the finals.
from Canton. Andy Gee from Canton
made it to the finals in 1931, -
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they make recommendations they have your
bestinterests in mind,
Full-service Centers to help you,

INVEST is an independent service of
1SFA Corporation designed 1o help you invest
wisely and conveniently,

To do this, we've located our INVEST
Cenlers atthe some place you probably visit
frequently for other financial iransactions.
First Federal of Michigan. )

Each Center is private, and fully egu\ppcd
to give you every kind of stock market infor-
mation. From the Dow Jones average o an in-
deplh stock i3,

i So ch«mm below for the INVEST

AUNVEST, we don't believe in hunches...

Justihe [acts, Because we want to recommend
. only solid investment opportunities.

To accomplish this, we base alt of our
Investment recommendations on a highly se-
lective performance rating system. A system
that draws from Value Line and other proven
research sources. A system designed for maxi-
mum fong-term growth with a minimum of risk.

Qur job s to help you safectthe right
stocks, bonds and mutual funds. Not to distsib-
ute securities for cotporations. Sowe don't
have avested interestin any pankula: stocks

27x8.50R14-G TL
] /\ 31x10,50R156 TL
! 750R16-8 TT
#| 750R16-8TL
| 875R16.5-8 TL
Y950R16.5-8 TL

orbonds
Representatives with your best Cenler nearest you and take advantage of

the new kind of Wall Street &t Fisst Federal

mind.
Interests o of Michigan.

ST, CLAIR -
Each INVEST Represcntative is skilled

SHORES.
| Mocx-higm T
1678 War

" UNION LAKE
A% Ties
*3141 Union by
INVESTMENT SERVICES FOR AMERICA e
STOCKS, BONDS,
MUTUAL FUNDS
T ANDINVESTMENT:
ViSO

.5

S|
a;ﬁ e

PRI |iHLAND PARK
o wan tot
won

LIVORIA

WARREN
e 1t
Jriot Nan Dot
191 8120

ROSEVILLE
Bemmin 1o
Yo et

PRI

- AOYAL DAX
o e
m 3. W -
e

INVEST, a service of ISFA Corporation, s avallable at:

[5] FIRST FEDERAL OF MICHIGAN

" IRMINGHAM DEARBORN ST. CLAIR SHORES

* Iooglhynes. Between 23801 Michigan, 21800 Gredter Mack

. Hunter and Adams East of Telegraph at St, Joan
(313)644-7818 (313)274-1103 (313) 777-3990

for addiional information on INVEST locations, call 1-800-237-4722.
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