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Performances of the Birming-
am Village Piayers production of
i b{otl Coward's “Blithe Spirit™ con-
% tinue through Saturday at the play-
k house on the comer of Hunter Boul-
~ evard and Chestnut Street, south of
e h_!aple_Rund, in Birmingham, For
3 ticket information call 644-2075.
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Ooe husband and (wo wives — bath
his — residing under the same roof
' equals a sure-flre formula for laughter.
As preseated by the Birmin, Vil
lage Players, Nocl Coward’s "Blithe
. Splrit” s an appealing classic comedy,

. In this case, one of the wives isn't
really all there because she's ecto-
plasm, a ghost of her former self. When

. hovellst Chartes Condomine (played by
Tom D'Agostino} Invites o splritualist

ithe Spirit’ sﬁi!

_ review

has |

plays the role with an easy grace that
never needs to atraln for laughs.

LYNNE MARTHEY'S Elvira is a
sprite who takes full ad-

al for a book, his deceased wlfe, Elvira
(Lynne Marthey), unexpectedly materi-
alizes,

Having an extra wife around the
his life

vantage of her position to make both
Charles and Ruth wriggle uncomfott-
ably. She's not alwaya a blitbe splrit,
though, turning petulant whenever she
doesn’t immediately get ber way. Mor-
they's volee body Eng-

house
Second wife Ruth {JoAnn Britton} has
trouble coplng with a ghost only ber
husband can sce or hear, Gettlng Elvi-
ra to dematerialize proves a formida-
ble task.

Carol Hodges Is wonderful as Ma-
dame Arcati, the whacky medium full
of eccentricltics too numerous to cata-
log. Decked out in some outlandlsh get-
ups, Medame Arcatl is prone to crash-
(ng over backwards when In a trance,
leaving ber old-fashioned, high-top
boots pointing straight up. Hodges

an
1ish nicely capture Elvira's mercurial
mi

< As Charles and Ruth, both D'Agost-

.no and Britton put great energy into
_thelr arts, but the result Is too heavy-
‘handed. There's too much bluster to
show Coward's dry wit to best advan-
tage, and the couple lack the casual so-
phisticatlon one expects in Coward's
vpper-class characters, Britton does a
fine job of conveying Ruth's vexing
frustrations, though.

ife

In supporiing roles, Vince Dunn is
credible as Charles’ physician Iriend,
while Joan Reddy Is weak as the doc-
tor's wife. Mary Bala s amusing as the
overzealous mald.

At Saturday night's performance,
minor Yne flubs were contageous, but
the players made graceful recoveriea
each time, -

Dircctor Rose Mary Schnelder koeps
the show moving smoothly. Bruce
‘Thompson's set design Is handsome,
and the props and speclal effects peo-
pte do a terrifle job of hurling objects
through the air with ghostly ease. -

‘The costumes by Mary Jane Snow
and Margaret Romondloo work well —
kooky for Madame Arcatl, sophlsticat-
ed for Ruth and ethereal for Elvira,
The make-up committee wiscly chose
pallid gray for Elvira, creating an ef-
fect that Is other-worldy but not gro-
tesquely pale.

' to his home to gather research materi-

Knowledge of chemistry helps

As wine be-
: come more curious,
‘- winemakers attempt to
" Increase the information
7 they provide nbout the
~{ wine In the bottle, usually
% on the back label of more
1. select wines.
One ftem that is in-
1 creasingly mentloned s
32 the pH factor present In
1" the wine. Struggle with
. me here for a few para-
' graphs, and you'll bave-a
;. bit more Insight into wine
~ chemlstry as well as
s-command a tool with
*.which you can amaze
. your friends.
| The term pH Is a chem-
'« ists" abbreviatlon of the
number of charged hy-
drogen atoms (lons} in
wine. These lons come
Into wine in the natural
aclds found In grapes.
In no sense are they ad-
+ditives. They result from

pH.
» ‘The resultant positive
Ticharge is measured on o
:.0-14 scale, wholly acid
«.belng 0, wholly alkaline
- belng 14. (Water Is neu-
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N wine

Richard
Watson

tral at 7.) Wine ls, of
course, acld and its pH
runs from 3 to 4 only. The
fower the pH number, the
more hydrogen lons in the
wine.

deterdoration.
Malo-lactic  bacteria
does not grow well in low
pH wines, 8o when this
secondary  fermentation
phenomenon is nat want-

. ed, In fresh and lght

THE LEVEL of free
fons In a wine significant-
ly aoffects its stabllity,
iife, color, aroma and fla-.
vor. The higher the total
grape acldity, the more
lons avajlable and the
lower the pH. Low pH Is
3.0 to 3.5, high Is about
3.5 to perhaps a 3.8 level.

While these dlfferences
scem numerlcally small,
thelr effect on wine is
substantial,

Disease-producing  or-
ganisms do not grow at
all between 3.0 and 4.0,
making wine a very safe
thing Lo drink. And wincs

of Jow pH need loss sodi-
um dioxlde, used to Inhlb-
It bacteria growth and to
prevent exidation and/or

wines, a low pH facter
helps. ,  where
malo-lactic fermentatlon
(sccondary) is often want-
ed, higher levels of pH
are desirable, say the 3.4-
3.7 range.

Wines with higher pH
tend to have bitartrate
crystals, those harmless
white objects often scen
In cold-stabllized char-
donnay. Higher levels
also affect color, espe-
cially notlceable in reds,
while lower emphasize
the blue, more purple
hues.

AND BROWNING in
white wines (oxidation)
will occur more slowly

‘Weill songs recalled
‘in ‘Labor of Love’

with low pH, keeping the
wines younger looking
and fresher tasting. Aro-
ma also s affected, low
levels glving off berry-
1lke smells and the bigher
producing the deeper,
more darker, more com-
plex attributes of red
wines especlally,

Now to the transiation
of all thls where it counts,
In the selection of a bottle
of wine for immedlate
eonsumption or a case for
lnying away. A chenin
blanc with a reported
Jevel of 3.16 will tend to
be crisper, lighter and de-
mand qulcker drinking
than one that comes in a
387

Simllarly with char-
donnay, where aging po-
tential is always a touchy
matter. High pH wlll be
more complex, deeper
and fuller but possibly
flabbler than llghter
more Immediate issues in
the 3.2 range. In ,
lower value will produce
redder, brighter, fresher

“ wines and be more stable.

These will always
seem to be younger, more
immediate wincs, and
will be more stable at the
time. Aglog complexity
may be enhanced
somewhat higher levels
In a wine, although my
reading on thls aspect of
the subject leaves me a
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bit confused.

Chemists scem  less
than clear on this point of
aglng Inipact, but it Is
likely that higher levels,
if not toa high, are needed
for some of the greater
reds, if for no other rea-
son than to promote com-
plexity and malo-lactic
fermentation.

Enough chemistry.
Next column we'll ‘be
back to wine for its own
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In ‘Hourglass’

Kimberly S, Newberry of Southfield is Mama and Jeffrey €. Wik
liams 1s Clifford in the Studio Theatre production of Robort Alex-
ander's “The Hourglass,” at 8 p.m. Dec, 8-10 and 15-17 and 7:31
p.m. Dec. 11 and 18 downstairs at the Hilberry Theatre at Wayne
State University in Detroit, The play revolves around an old wom:
an's obsession with a unique manie! decoration and the lnmll{

sake.

tensions this causes. For ticket Information, call 577-2972.°

A MISICAL FABLE

Starting Nancy Guewin
Direcled by Na:

Cocktalls 6:00 pmiDinner

Group Rales

28000 Grand Rivet a1 8 Mile » Farrnington Hills

Botéford Inn

presents A Mancy Gurwin Production
NOW APPEARING
o ~

GUYS LDOLLS

RESERVATIONS: 474-4800

NORTH CHINA|

IS BECOMING @
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o Sty @ ORIENTALPALACE

and Edgar Guest [l
incy Brassert |
6:30 pm/Show 8:00 pm

SPECIALIZING IN
SZECHUAN, MANDARIN 8

CANTONESE CUISINE
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
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Avollable

SUNDAY

Served from 10:30

SPECTACULAR

Come join us for our.spectacular brunch
buffet in the Wicker Works every Sunday.

.+ Continued from Proceding Page
 lose it but gets the best laughs when

the cast laughs at jtself and the
. play.

THE QUALITY of acting ln “Sca-

turing the Instinct for the [nane
when he launches Lato a joyous bit of
silliness by slnging French nursery
songy while his employer lles
trussed in a sack at his feet.
Stereotyped costing was the ex-

Dinner Butfoet and ride th
Kingsley Express to th
Lions/Vikings home game,

Enjoy a fabulous Klngsiey

]

e International

Enjoy Fresh Fruit & juices
A Melody of Bakery Goods

An Array of Fresh Garden Salads

For yout dining plansure wo will bo
rodocorating and expanding our menu,

CARRYOUT OPEN 70AYS 11:3¢ n.m.10 10pm
 Hrey.

1!
BANOUETS 3933

357-0620

o

NEW AT THE .l
FARMINGTON MILLS HORIDAY INNI

LATE MGHT

am.to 2:30p.m.

| Cheeses

. pin* is excellent. Jeff Nahan pla; pected style In Mollere's day and di- ; All Your Breakfast Favorites . | F/
! the lead as the manipulating sc‘;m’; rector Laurle Logan's casting ls Dinner Buffer Served Omelettes to Order
Scapin, Nahan comes closest ta cap- adept. from 5:30-8 p.m. Be$f C‘ar’ygd bg the C{he! )
N - Reserve 68[‘1}’! i anta ‘z)_:ng esserts y "} _TVEKY FRIDAY 1072 =Midnight
! ALBAN’'S : And Much, Much More! —_—
E . All cochtails 2-for-I.
! m a m ) * Adults '8.95 educed prices on beer and wine
" : Children 6-12 *4.95°  Enjoy the sounds of o
. i < 2 . =
z M ‘E Children under 12 @f‘ Heartbeatl s 2

Restaurant & Delicatessen Dinner & Bus*17.50 83000 | FREE : R =

B s i Reservations Suggested Chef's Selections May Vi -
SUNDAY SPECIALS || Bufferonty | V1B {0 NoRTHFiELD HitTON ezt Telidsy S
BEEF STROGANOFF » BAKED FISH Bus only  %7.50 pet person i o g e ;:Tﬁ%‘!‘ 36523 W. 10 Mifc Ad, at Grand River
CHICKEN CONDON BLEU i 2R "u'-"iﬁm b SIS I
Aol tho above Include salad, potato, roll & butter l Crooke 4. A5 Uon BN D00 ' h 477-4000
*3.99 b 3[ el =
T * 188 N, Runter
- Blemingham ~Y __———— Restaurant
646-6553 - P
i er! nan S and
e Deli
o Y

A FAVORITE PLACE FORFOOD & FRIENDS

‘! PRIME RIB DINNERS

Served with Soup, Salad and Cole Slaw,
choice of Potato, Vegetable and Bread Baskets

Can’t Be Beat!
Sorved Sat., Sun. & Mon.
LIVONIA

Plymouth Rd. at Levan
Mon,-Thurs. 6 am to 11 pm,

Pearls
Garden

Serving the Finest in
Chinese & American Cuisine .
Luncheons *Dinners s Carry Out Orders
Chinatown Style Welcomed Novi
10 Mile and Meadowbrook
Open 7 Days a Week (A& P Conter)
Mon.-Thura, & B8at. 7 am to 9 pm,

e e AmAARAAAvesmatae et asanensa

Mon.-Thurs. 11 AM-10 PM « Friday 11 AM-11 PM Fel. B, 8at. 7 am to 12 pm ’
Sat. 12-11 PM «Sunday 12-10 PM Sun7amiobpm | 484-8930  GU7ATMCIOPR  a49.2895
T WESTLAND TAYLOR
= 469 S. Woodward « Birmingham 34410 Ford Rd. Eurcka & |-75, Across from 0 g
E cross from Collseam facqus! Club) Gibralior Trado Gt ver $10,000.00 has been given away so far. .
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3 al, 7 am to am
% '267.4804

644-2913

Frih Bav.7 2
amto 7. m,
P r28.1303
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There’s lots more, You could win today.

8un,Tamlo® pm
Listen to WCXT AM 1130 for detalls,

8un.7 am to 10 pm
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