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Fiorida

Snowbirds’ mecca

draws millions $$

‘The Florida Division of Tourism has
relcased rescarch information about
the 39.3 million visitors who spent
$21,5 millton dollars in Florida In 1982
Michlgan Is listed among the top ten
states of origln for domestic visltors
traveling to Florida by either alr or
highway.

The largest number of alr l.ravclnrz
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came from New York, which
for 2,134,400 of the 7,834,300 air tra-
velers, which is more than 27 percent.
New York was followed by New Jer-
sey, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Ttlinois, Mass-
achusetts, Georgia, Texas, Califernla
and Michlgan. Mlchlgan accounted for
421,500 alr travelers.

Georgin was the top state of origin
for highway travelers, not surprising
since it is the closest state to Florida;
Georgia accounted for 2,698,400 auto
visltors, followed by Ohlo, Loulsiana,
Tennessce, Pennsylvanla, New York,
Iinals, Texas, Mlchigan and [finally
North Carollna. Michigan drivers were
933,800 of the more than 13 miltlon to-
tal.

AIR TRAVELERS came for vaca-
tlon, to visit friends and relatives and
for business purposes, in that order.
Car travelers came for vacation or to
visit frlends and relatives. In both cas-
an overwhelming percent stayed el-
ther in hotels or with friends/relatives.
Of course more car (ravelers stayed in
campgrounds, condominiums, trailer
parks or their own homes than did air
travelers,

The largest percentage. of drivers,
3.1 percent entered Florida via Inler-

Disneyland, of cours
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state-75. 1-95 was a close second with
31 percent, followed by I-10, US-1-30%
and US 231. More than 90 percent of
the car travelers were repeat visitors;
87.5 pereent of the air travelers.

Income statistics were interesiing:
37.2 percent of alr travelers earned
$40,000 a year or more, while car tra-
velers were pretty evenly spread be-
tween $15,000-plus and  $40,000-plus
{less than 10 percent were under
$15,000).

Occupatlons were even more inter-
esting. Air travelers: 43 percent of the
men and 17.5 percent of the wemen
were professionals, 27.1 and 25.6 were
white collar managers, 11.4 'and 5.9
blue collar workers; amazingly, $ per-
cent of the men and 35.9 percent of the
women were students, homemakers or
military.

AUTO VISITORS: 17.1 of the men
and 8.6 of the women were profession-
als, 172 and 18,2 white collar mana-
gers, 21.3 and 7.9 blue collar workers;
once again 5.1 of the men and 37.3 per-
cent of the women were students,
homemakers or military. The interest-
Ing factor in auto visltors, one which

ts still Florida's top draw, What other place
can so readlly make chilidren smile?
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CHRISTMAS THROUGH NEW YEAR'S, BOYNE MOUNTAIN LODGE CAPTURES
THE TRUE SPIRIT OF THE SEASON, WiTH THE MIDWEST'S
BEST SKIING PACKAGES.

GIVE YOUR FAMILY A CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY THEY'LL ALWAYS
REMEMBER ... AT A PRICE THAT MAKES EVEN SANTA JOLLY.

INCLUDES 3 MEALS PER DAY. LODGING, USE OF ALL UP-HILL
TRANSPORTATION DAILY, PER PERSON DOUBLE OCCUPANCY.

| ﬁﬂﬁ Boyne USR

The Guit Coant area of Florids features a number of Intoresting communities.
Above Is downtown Tampa which In January will bo thronged with visitors to
SuperBowl XVIii. The date is Jan. 22. A throe-day festival called Super PlorFest
will be held In nearby 8t.Peteraburg Jan, 20. At left, visitors talk to sponge fishar- -
mon in Tarpon Springs, which is up the coast from St. Potersburg. The communl- | .
ty was founded by Groek sponge divers. :

will not surprise you, is that 32.2 of the
men and 24.7 of the women were re-
tired or semi-retired.

What all this mecans is that Inter-
state-75 Is tike a maln street from De-
trolt to Florlda, where “snowbirds,” a
significant number of them retired,
fiow south In the fall and north in the
spring.

Here are some of the new things of
interest to travelers driving to Florlda
this winter:

NORTHEAST, Check out the newly
vestored Flotida Theater In Jacksen-
ville. It first opencd its doors to movle
and vaudeville avdlences in 1927, and it
reopened 56 years later with a bangup
selectlon of activitles in October 1983,

The theater Is onc of those Moorish
palaces with stars overhead, fountalns

JACKSONVILLE Beach also has a
new “b-and-b™: the 1924 Casa Marina
Hotel, now a Europcan-style Inn with
several themed restaurants, Jackson-
ville Beach celcbrates its hundredth
birthday in 1984, and onc of the
highlights will be a restored turn-of-the
century railroad statlon scheduted to
open In carly 1984 at suburban May-
port. Jacksonville’s Southbank Rlver-
walk will also be completed along the
St. John's Rlver in the first quarter of
1984, .

* Scandinavlan World Crulses features
monthly crulscs-to-nowhere from near-
by Blount Island,

GULF COAST. This is the most pop-
ular destination for mldwesterners, all
of whom will stand up and cheer when
they hear, courtesy the Florida Bureau
of Tourism, that Interstate-75 is now
compk[ctcd to Fort Meyers and wil

and courtyards. The $4 million restora-
ded by the b1

tlon

of Jacksonvllle makes It a lavish new
center for both movics and stage activ-
itics. Contact the Arts Assembly at 904-
358-3600.

A film depleting Mlfe in sixteenth cen-
tury St. Augustine, scheduled to open in
January, has been postponed untdl
March, Mcantime you can stlll walk
around the old city and enfoy it. Consld-
cr staying for bed-and-breakfast at the
newly-restored 1783 colontal house
called Casa de Solana.

soon to Naples.

I remember the hours and hours
spent driving from the Tampa area to
Sanibel Island three yeacs ago when I+
75 was still just a dream with a few
overpasses built against the horlzon.
Let me know your experience on thls
one; is it really nearly finished

January I will sec a re-cnaciment of
the ‘world's first regularly scheduled
alrllne flight’ from St. Petersburg's Al)-
bert Whitted Airport, where a repro-
duetion of the Benols Ajrboat has been

Scottie Travel
2T_I-3800

HAWAII
*499.00

BAHAMAS

to Nassau/Freeport

Package includes:

OOOH!

4-Day Cruises

Plus 3 Nights
in Florida Hotel

From $799 dbt

plus $20 port taxes

© 8006327174 (Michigar)
800-253-7072 (Out State)

« Roundtrip tiight Detrott Ft. Lquder-
dale: Detrolt via United Afriines

» Crulso accommodations, meals
and services aboard SS Amerlkanis

« 3 nights a! the Sheraton Yankee
Clipper. Fi. Lauderdale.

Weekiy departures Jan 14 - Apr 28

For detalls or reservations. conlact

the nearest AAA otfice or yous

travel agent.

Michigan

SS AMERIKANIS

Greok Registry
Costa Cruises

-t a T DETROIT -AREA ER
HUDSON'S TRAVEL SERVICE

:
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hullt by the Florida Aviation Historical
Soclety.

SEVENTY years ago, accordIng to
Mary Mitchel) of the Pinellas County
Tourlst Development Counci), the St.
Petersburg-Tampa Airboat Line began
the first reguiarly scheduled airline
passenger service in an alrboat. An an-
tique alrplane fiy-In will be held Dec.
30- and 31, The flight recreation occurs
at10a,m.Jan. 1,1984.

Tampa Internatlonal Alrport Is in
the middle of a $100 million expansion.

The $96 milllon Southwest Florida Re-
glonal Alrport recently opened to re; |
place the smalter Fort Meyers Alrport;..
People Express now has nonestop .
“flights daily to Newark from St. Pet- |
crsburg/Clearwater International Air<

Of course the event of the winter '
‘Tampa is SuperBowl In Tampa Jan, 22.; -
A three-day festival called Super Pler-:
Fest wlll be held In nearby St.Peters.:
burg Jan. 20-22, Call the Pinelta Count
Hotline at 813-224-0018 (or 8418} for i
formatlon,

NAPLES,

. coLpweLL

REALTORS

(SOUTHWEST GULF COAST)

WHITE SANDY BEACHES
VELVETY GOLF COURSES
UNSURPASSED LIFESTYLE -

EXCITING LUXURY CONDOS AND HOMES
FROM *150,000. B

WRITE: 0DOROTHY G. FORREST
— Urcher Say

McFADDEN & SPROWLS, INC.

ml Troll K.
Haples, Fiorkds 33040

FLORIDA

Gtrr:mrasenatte

sman

PANKZRD.

Dept.M

Fresh

SATURDAYS .

Squeezed ‘
Florida
Airfares

January 14 - April 28

Fare vanes depending
on depariure date

Tam?a Ft.Lauderdale
5179 - 5239 4189 - 5249
plus 511 1ax plus $41 tox

Fare vanes aepending
on departure dote

ROUNDIRIP Saturdoy 10 Soluiday depor:
tutes vio Unilod Anhnes OC8 trom Dakiont
$400 000 Inghi hiave: insuronco inctudac
al 1o cost Add $30 for wo weok totuin
Seating 18 imitoct. 16 book Now thrdugh

BIRMINGHAM
AMERICAN

' FARMINGTON HILLS -

g : . \ T ; ‘b RUSSELL’S

Prnaet i ® | VACATION GETAWAY (A RAVEL, INC,

| Westtand 4253388 Briarwood 984-0085 Livaais N o154
USE YOUR HUDSON'S CHARGE 427.3200

HUNTER'S SQUARE | FUNTASTIC TRAVEL
EXPRESS “The Cruts
TRAVEL SERVICE TRAVEL Vo345 Mitdra
184 S. Woodward 31225 Orchard Lake Rd. o 023;&010
.. o Lake R,
642-3350 855-3200 Orchard Loko
make your.




