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Cranbrook Academy of Art

Artist/teacher remembers the early giants

By Corinne Abatt
atalf writer

And she mmiled with pleasure re-
the great artists with

Svea Kllne — cven the name touches
a heartsiring of many a atudent and
collector.

The sculptor/teacher was in the Do~
troit metropolltan arca last week to
see friends and reminlace a bit about
wonderful years at Cranbrook, her ca-
reer as an artist and e teacher.

She now llves, works and teacheslna
smal} clly, Alingsss, near Goteborg,
Sweden, And because she hax retalned
ber American citlzenship, she lkes to

return, to renew acquaintances and vis-
It old friends and favorite places.

One of the Iatter, of course, Is Cran-
brook where she first came ea & stu-
dent [n 1940 and stayed on when
“Milles and Saarinen saw one of my
pleces and decided I should have a
scholarship.”

Later, she became assistant to Carl
Mllles and made her home with Olga
and Carl Milles,

“Hle gave me a small corner of his
studlo,” she sald, recalling that she bad
& movle camera and, although Milles
dldn't want pictures taken of him work-
Ing, she asked the mald to run the vacu-

. um cleaner close by and make a lot of
nolse while she shot some footage.

WHEN MILLES and friends saw the
1llm, Milles was urged to let ber contln-
ue. Her one-of-a-kind documentary of
Car] Mllles at work at Cranbrook now
belongs to a Swedlsh TV company and
Ls still shown In Sweden.

She remembered ber initial reaction
{0 Cranbrook. *I thought it wan just
heaven on ecarth — so well-kept, s0
many interestlog people from all over
the world,” she sald. “There was a
marvelous aplrit.

“Milles and Szarinen dida’t want to
(Just) teach. They wanted the puplls to
express. themseives. And' they never
forced their [deas oo them.”

EMU prof writes

whom she was assoclated — Saarinen,
Milles, Malja Grotel and Bertola.

“And I must tell you one story that I
haven't told before,” she sald. “Do you
remember Hedges (l restaurant on

Woodward 1o Royal Oak that had a
wigwam motlf and an oversize Indlan
1o froat)?

*I was In the car with Saarinan and
Mlllea when we were taking Frank
Lloyd Wright to the train. We drove by
Hedges and Saarinan sald to Frank
Lloyd Wright, ‘Look, that was Carl'a
first commission.” And Carl sald, ‘Well,
Frank, I had to do wmeth}ng 1o go with
Eliel's (Saarinen) bullding. And Frank
Lloyd Wright sald, ‘I congratualte you
both — you are splendid artists.’

In a more serious veln, but still with
blue eyes sparkling and a warm, ready
smile, Kline eald, “I'm happy that Roy
Scl[ndub Is brl.ugi.ng back — is reviving

SHE WAS referting to the Increased
attention and Importance belng placed
on the works of the founders, dalsnen
and faculty who shaped Cranbrook
Academy of Art In the early years

“Cranbrook is the moot arlgtnnl art
schoo) In the world ~ the only place
where you get crafis also. The weaving
department I 50 terrific, silver, too —
and ceramics, You don't get that com-
binatlon, all working together. The ar-
chiteet could do ceramlies — you doa't
get that same concept anywhere else.

t'lwhy:mmdcrﬂumwim-

Kline Llllght at what was then the
Bloomfield Art Assoclation (now the
BBM). was one of the founders of the

School for the Arts in Maine,
commuted to teach at the Flint Jnsti-
tute of Arts for many years and did a
nu.mber of commission pleces.

Michigan ber works are in the
Be.rk.lay Publlc Library, Flint Public

Library, Genesce Merchants Bank and
Trust, Detrolt Broach Co., Koebel Dia-
mond Tool Co., Michigan Credit Unlon
League and the First Baptist Church of
Royal Oak.

For the church, she did the windows
In an unusual process called gemmaux,
which loosely translated means fused
glass. This produces sculptural quali-
ties that Kline comblned with her sub-
stantial painterly

'I loved to experiment,” she said,

each experiment leads (o another.
I Alny: learved from my pupils, What
T'm 50 bappy about It that I've had so
many letters from my former stu-
dents.”

WHILE KLINE sald she would like
to be here for the opening of “Deslgn in
Ametica: the Cranbrook Visfon 1925-
19507 at Detroit Institute of Arts on
Dec, 12, it conflicts with the Nobel
Prize ceremonies in Sweden.

"All of the winners are from the
United States except the one who won
the Uterary prize who is from Great
Britain, It's golng to be 2 great thing —
one of the [lneat things they have In
Sweden. They treat them (the winners)
royally.”

She said she llv- ln a modern flat in
a ding g8

'The birch trees grow over the cell-

She sald ahe does a lot of volunteer
work, especlally teaching, and contln-
ues to make three-dimensional wall
constructions of metal and wood,

“I comb the factories,” she sald.

In her works here Kline frequently
used scrap metal from factories to
‘make sculptural assemblages.

nories and of
community shie called home for almost
three decades.

Svea Klinu lived in one ol lhn emall lown-
houses on Brownel! in downtown Bir-
mingham for

b

many years while she

worked as an artist and teacher through-
out Michigan,

'

‘I thought it (Cranbrook) was just
heaven on earth — so well kept, so
many interesting people from all over .
the world. There wasa marvelous

apirit.

S SVM Kiine

e e 1A

|

suspense thriller
for youngsters

By Psarl Ahnen
gpoclot writer

“A Hanging at Tyburn,” Gilbert B,
Crass, Alheneum, $11.95

“A Hanglng at Tyburn” is an engross-
Ing adventure for children of all ages.

1t’s about the suspense-filled adven-
tures of Id-year-old orphan George
Found and hls strange recurring night-
mare of belng sentenced by a blind
judge and facing the hangmnn,

But it's more, much more. IV'8 a re-
markable book plalting history, adves-
ture and suspense [nto & memorable
braid. The author, Gllbert B, Cross, a
professor at Eastern Michlgan Univer-
slty, tokes the scemingly lmpossible
task of mixing hlstory and fiction and
succeeds brlll.lnnlly

ages povelists

Down through th
bave said that wrlling chudm: ‘s flction
Is the most challenglng and the most
diffieult of all fiction writing, but Cross
pulls it off.

Fllled with beroes and villalns, the
novel captures the apieit and flavor of
England In the middle 1700s.

George, the hero, a member of Mr,
Winstone's troupe, I8 a travellng actor
at a time when thesplans fared badly,

‘WHEN THE troupe fails in perform-:
Ing Its spectacular stunt, tho acdience

Gilbert Cross.
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turns into an angry mob and the actors
flee, leaving George alope to sock his
fortune. George wanders through the
countryzide, falls lnto the Delph at
Woraley and is rescued by the Duke of
Bridgewater, who boards him at

Pendleton's while he recuperates.

‘Then the eccentric duke gives him a
Job In his coal mines, Later George Is
made accounts keeper. The novel is

ded with George's bright {deas,
outlan: at

S T

many of which are called
flrst, but prove feaslble.

George comes to life In this delight-
ful novel that records his adventures
and misedventures,

The background of the book is the
building of & major canal to transpost
the coal for the duke's mines at less
expense, This Is where history and fact
are melded into the story.

To the duke, the canal was a means !
to an end, transporting his coal at & '
reasonable price, It made history be- it
cause it was the flrst of the Britlsh
cross-country canals. And the Bridge- |
water Cagal is 23 heavily traveled to- 1!
day as it was 200 years a ;f

There are many plunu.' in bulldlng *!
tho canal and the duke bas a bitter op- |
ponent in Lord Strange, who, secking !
rovenge, has George framed for petty £
u:m whua he's in London, 3
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Artisan turns talents
to furniture design

By Corinne Abatt
ataff writer

THE AUTHOR, who was born about i
& quarter of a mile from the under-
ground canal, lpent about 10 years

explo
customs and l!!e of 18th-century Eng.
land and Irlcing the course of the
Duke's Canal
A.llc.hud he often stared at the
orange water alowly ﬂavlnz from the
gtd canal into the Bridgewa-

uy! he owes a debt of grati-
tudotolmnkuuluneux.wbohr.bum

expert on the hiztory of
Wouloy and the Bﬂdnenter famlly.

Please turn to Page 10

A contemporary collection of furnlture from Ligne
Roset of France made its American debut at Gormans
Gallery of Southfleld last week,

Its algnificance to the market goes beyond style and
design, Construction and functional qualities are equally
impresslve,

These beautifully sculpted sofas, lounge chairs, modu-

and hassocks are made with 25 or more denslties of
foam which will hold ita original shape without move-
ment for the lifs of the plece.

Pierre-Yves Tezler, American representative sald the
foam I8 given rigorous, scientiflc treatment before it la
used {0 prevent any shrinkage or change of form.

ALL OF the well-tailored covers are zippered 10 they
can be easlly removed for cleaning. Should any of the
l.ud.lvlcllll covers be damaged, the included dye lot sam-
ple may I;rn‘enl to the company along with urder, 20 the

match s
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While all of these pleces are large and luxurious, they
are light — easy to move and lift.

Several models convert to single or double beds, Da-
cron qullting softens the surface and loose feather pillows
may be adjusted for comfort. -

At any time, different covers can be ordered, or for
some, lke the “Flou-Flou, " a sofa design which features
a comfort-like seat cover {caslly detached), the owner
could have a winter cover and a summer cover.

Tezler suggested cover and base could be of contrast-
ing materials In color, texture and fiber, There are some
200 fabric choices, Including a varicty of glove-soft Jeath.
e

LIGNE ROSET, more than 100 yeara old, began mak-
ing contemporary furniture in the early 1980s. In the en-
suing years it has become lha llrgnt European manufac-
turer of contemporary furnli

From a staff of 30 in the mos the contemporary divi-
slon now haa 900 emplayces in seven plants various parts
of Europe. The newest subsldiary company was cstablish-
ed in the United States eactler this year.
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Jose Regueire of Rochester
stands with a grouping of his
hand-made turniture that is on
display at Hooberman Gallery
of Birmingham, The tambour of
the bar [s made of individual
pieces glued to canvas and
rolls up with the touch of a
fingertlp. The top of the bar is
lacquered with 15 coats, so It is
aleohol and water proof, Below
is an innovallvely designed
stool that can serve in many
functions, nlone or with others
of similor design,

Statf photos by Mindy
Saunders




