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Dr. Blair
Speaks
At Ward

Mrs. Gary A. Smith of
Plymouth attended the 1970
assembly of the Women's So-
ciety of Christian Service and
Weslevan Service Guild May 7
through 10 in Houston. Texas.
More than 10.000 United Meth-
odist women from throughout
the world attended.

Rabbi Speaks
About Justice

""From Gettysburg to Kent:

The Sword Comes Into the
World,” will be Rabbi Ernst
Conrad's sermon topic at
Temple Kol Ami, Friday, May
29. The Temple's services are
held in Birmingham Unitarian
Church, Lone Pine and Wood-
ward, at 8:30 p.m.

A discussion period will fol-
low the sermon. which will
stress that law and order can-
not be enforced unless justice
is being enforced. and that a
system of communication
must be established whereby
groups who perceive them-
selves as victims of the sys-
tem may fully participate in a
democracy.

FREE AND CLEAR - The Fourth Church of Christ Scientist, 24400 W. Seven
Mile, Detroit, will be dedicated, Sunday, May 24. The building was first oceupied in
1964, but a church moy be dedicated only when it is free from debt.

Students

A group from the senior high
Pilgrim Fellowship of North
Congregational Church, 26275
Northwestern. Southfield. will
present a chancel drama. *The

Stage

Walls,"”
Sunday, May 24

Based on an original script
by the Rev. Richard F. Dunn,
minister of religious education

at the 11 a.m, service

Church Drama

at North Church. the drama
will be produced by Janet Sod-
erhalm and directed by Ken-
neth Shaw. It wiil take the
place of the regular sermon.
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Sunday School 10 a.m.
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(“Ecumenicol Reflections” is a column in which Observ-
erland clergymen ond loy leaders are inviled to present
their ideas on church and religious fopics of general interest.
Anyone interested is invited fo participate. Contributions
should be one fo two pages of double-spaced typing and
may be mailed fo the Church Edifor, Observer Newspapers,

W ) s
CHURCH OF CHRIST |52

271 S. Moin, Plymouth 48170.)
By JOSEPH RADELET

The April issue of **Psychol-
ogy Today” devoles several
articles to the subject of reli-
gion in modern society. The
articles reflect the sense of
painful turmoil felt by many
with regard to religion today.

Milton Rokeach from the
University of Michigan dis-
cusses "'Faith, Hope and Bigot-
ry" and shows that church-
goers are actually more apt to
be prejudiced in racial matters
than non-churchgoers. Robert
C. L. Brannon bluntly entitles
his article ""Gimme That Old-
Time Racism’ and supple-
ments Rokeach's views.

Rodney Stark talks of
““Sounds of Silence” and asks
why clergymen do not speak
on controversial issues. Theo-
logian Harvy Cox gives his
views on "Rellglnn in the Age
of Aquarius.”

The cover design (the wbrk
of Daniel Berrigan and Corita
Kent) catches the reader’s eye
with “'don’t just do something,
Buddha said.'slend.mel'e."

THAT RELIGION in Amer-
ica is being sorety questioned
is apparent wherever one
loaks.

Question One: Religious
man, do you practice what you
preach? Do you practice the
Sermon on the Mount?

Answer in Reply;
sometimes.

Explanation: Rokeach states
that religious groups in general
“who place a high value on
salvation are conservative,
anxious to maintain the status
quo and unsympathetic to the
black and the.poor....If hypoe-
risy is a descrepancy between
a person’s espoused values and
his conduct and position on
important contemporary
sues, then these data from a
representative sample of
Americans strongly suggest
hypocrisy deeply embedded
within many religiousty ori-
ented individuals.

CLERGYMEN are also
being questianed.

Question Two: Clergyman,
are you using the pulpit to
preach the gospel which is a
“two-edged sword?

Answer In Reply: The con-
greagation does not like me to
preach on controversial issues

Ity

Explanation: Rodney Stark
took a survey among clergy-
men last year in Califor-
nia and records the results in
this issue of *Psychology. To-
He asked how many
clerg\men bad preached on
the war in Vietnam. the most
profound American social and
political issue at the time.
Fully one-third of the clergy

surveyed had never said a
word about the war.

In addition, 44% had never
said aword about open housing
even though there was the
conoroversial Proposition 14
issue up for vote that year.

Seventy-eight per cent -
never preached on the grape
strike even though the strike
was in their own state and
people such as Robert Ken-
nedy had endorsed the strike.
Instead of the Sunday sermon
being a source of moral guid-
ance, there is the sound of si-
lence.

A RECENT Gallop poll has
reported a dramatic change in
pubtic opinion. In 1957, 69% of a
Tepresentative cross section of
adult Americans felt that reli-
gion was increasing its influ-

ence on American life. By 1969
only 145 felt the same way.

[ The articles in *"Psychology
Today™ suggest that religion is
Iasmg its influence because of
not practicing what it
preaches
| There is hope. But that hope
begins in honesty, in honest
reflection. Am I growing as a
religious person and allowing
my Christianity to transform
my actions Am 1 dying to
myself for others? Or am I
simply using Christianity for
status. entertainment. business
contacts. fellowship, relief
from guilt and other self-cen-
tered personal benefits.

But there is hope. Dying to

ourselves brings livin

-Chns( jc\(ul lifegiving. free-

spirited.

Relig

Rev. Lester Kinsolving's

ion Update

Columbia, Md.. a planned
city of 150,000, presently under
construction between Balti:
more and Washington. includes
planned cooperation—and joint
building use—by 13 leading re-
ligious denominations.

There have been other inst-
ances of interdenominational
cooperation in new cities—
such as in 1944 in the atomic
energy city of Richland, Wash,
But Columbia could be the first
planned city in which reli-
giouw cooperatives bring
about “planned undertaking.”

A Funeral Practices Task
Group was established by the
Columbia Cooperative Minis-
try. which includes both South-
etn and American Baptist.
Roman Catholic. three Lu-
theran rAmerican. Missouri
Synod and Lutheran Church of
America). Society of Friends.
Church of the 'Brigiren.
United Church of Christ, Epis-
copal. both Northern and
Southern Disciples of Christ

After a vear-long study. the
task group recommended in-
corporation of a non-profit In-
terfaith Foundation.

MAJOR PROPOSED func-
tions of this foundation are:
® Establishment of a crema-
torium ~ as well as “the en-
couragement of the churches
and other religious groups to
develop more clarity regard-
ing the theological issues in-
volving cremation and burial”"
 Signing of “'a contract
with a mortician who is under-
standing of the approach of the
Interfaith Foundation...who
would agree to abide by the
general pnlu‘le< set by the
Cnrpr)mh
hasizing that “re-

THE FUNERAL Practices
Task Group also emphasized
that there is a need for pre-
planning funerals, and that
““there is no theological basis
for pouring a lot of money into
the ground or into flowers.
the cost of funerals should be
greatly reduced from a total
average expense ranging from
$1.000 to $1.300 .. 1a not greater
than §300.

The task group alse recog-
nized that "‘one of the reasons
today for the high cost of fu-

nerals is the overhead morti-
cians have”- and they pro-
posed “a workroom be prov-

ided for mortictan services in
(Columbia’s) medical facility
—the cost of this room to be
the responsibility of the Inter-
Taith Foundation.”

‘The task group also proposes
a “memoarial plaza” with a

“simple plaque which could
designate the name of a person
who had died in the communi-
t”", as well as the use of a pall
«a purple casket cover) to
“~downplay the differences in
social poslunn in expensive
caskets.

AN EXTENSIVE study of
clergy and morticians in the

area disclosed further informa-
tion

® A majority of the Protes-
tant clergy are opposed to the
displaying of bodies. the high
cost of funerals. services in
funeral homes and the tend-
ency of some morticians to try
to give orders even regarding
religious services. The morti-
vians often replied: “We are
doing what people want us to
dor

@ While Catholic priests and
generally prefer funer-
als with the body present
although rarely do Jews
“view the remains’™) their in-
fluence with their congrega-
tions is generally greater than
Protestant clergy - especially
in this area, where Protestant
clergy rarely instruct pari-
shioners in this regard untit a
ieath has occurred.

| ®One of the main reasons
cremation is not more
widely accepted by church
members is due to a misinter-
pretation of the doctrine of the
resurrection of the body ot
the ashes) - despite St. Paul's
assurance that this does not
mean a fleshly body. «I Cor-
inthians 15:30+

AREA DEATHS
AND FUNERALS

LILLIAN &, WELSHL Funeral services
far Mrs Welsh, 90, of 19931 Milburn.

o5, Brice S .
ton F1 et Chr, o
craticg Burial was in Reelasd Pa
Cemciery: Berides
Nire Welh dicd hu 12 atter a
Short line

wwed by a on. Dougla-
of mu«mn m daughicrs finen
dolyn and Mrs Audrey Schuh

Sener. e grandchideen: and aven

membermg the whole life of a
person is more helpful than
I\wkmg at a dead body for two
psychologists whom we
ha\e cﬂnsulled tell us that the
body is aot that important in
grief work.. If the family
wishes to view the body there”
should be a private viewing as
saon after death as possible.
after the example of John F.
Kennedy.”” (One Columbia
clergyman, Southern Baptist
Jim Hamblen. recalls one mor-
tuary innovation: The display-
ing of an inclined open casket
in a funeral home show win-
dow -- allowing *Drive-in-
viewing of the remains™ |

# Clarification of embalm-
ing requirements (in most
cases embalming is not re-
quired by law} and putting
stress on the approprioteness
of simple wooden caskets. or
memorial services with an
absence of the body and no
more than one or two floral
arrangements. (Bereaved per-
sons should not have thrust
upon them the necessity of
making economic decisions...
there is also 2 socio-psyschol-
ogical cost factor, as expen-
sive funerals are often related
10 guilt feelings.”)
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OTIS 11 JENSEN. Funeral sorvies
for Mr Jensen 83 of 20819 Ontaga
Fasmingian were held 1n the iteenss:
Sudqunt Funegal Home i Farming.

@ Rtex Chester 1. Halsiead. of
A N
Bunal wax 0 Clarenceville Ceme
tery
short illness

He us survised by a daughter, Mre
Hazel Rogers. two grandchidren

Inar grealgrandivigren. ond. fve
grm-pmn.mna I

JULIA CEL, Funeral services
o aee ot oo b, Sl

Gieranowsk nfficiating. Burial was
in Catholic Cemelery i H \\:\\n

Mes. Celarek died May 12 while
cwiing her daughter. A Siephame.
Stalnucke. in Farmingtan

She is survived by five ather child-
ren. Mrs. lnr\ \humrl. Mrs.
Eleanar Wieeh. Frank. John and Jo-
seph: 14 grandchildren. and nine

pulchre Cemetery with Msgr
Fhomas P Beahan. of Our Lad of
Sorraws Catholic Church. afficiatieg
The baby died May 1510 1 Mary
Hlosptal. three hours after birth
urvived by b parents: sis
g7, T, gasdpareats. v and
Mrs. Roman B Stencel a od
s Fugeno Dorne of oo oo
eradparcrt. Moo L White
fakor ot [’nmmnu\h

MAX I STEPHENS. Funerat o
wes fur Mr Stephens 5. of 235
Orchard Lake Rd . Farmington, \u\n\
held 1n Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic
Church with Msgr Thomas D Bea:
han ofhiclating. Barial was i Holy
Sepuichre Cemetery

Mr. Stephens died May 14 after »
“bort illness
ol s e b e wite. gar-
arv. daughter. Mrs
I)nnc !’1rr\ brother. Roland. and
sister. Mrs umr \!,\H\Jm\

RURT WilLHE I‘I K Il[( l\\(l\ Funcr'\!
services or
Pai H( VICW. I'l\umum \uH M m!d 1I
iSaturdas i the
\thrldtr Funcral Mmm with Chap-
ain Major
Huml m]l bein "I\l‘
Mr. Enicksan, vice commander of
the Mavflower Post af the Veterans
o Forcign War. died addenls Mav
[t}

He 1< survived by his wife. Daro-
thy. three daughlers. Mre Nancy
tauder, Mes. Kathy Dawns and Mrs
icki [dzior, two. sisters and <
erandchildren

HATTI TOEDECKI. Funeral serv-
tces for Mrs. Teodecki. 53, of 11799
Parksiew, Plymoulh

Rev. Francis Byme officiating. Bur-
121 was in Hly Sepulchre Cemelery.

s Fendecki dind suddenly Moy

e 15 survived b
Clemens: two sans. Christopher and
Brother Gregory: 1w daughters.
Mrs. Barbara Nefson and Mes.
Trorbiey: hree. roihets Tour
ters: and nine _gn‘nugmldwn

BABY ANTHONY DAVID STENCEL.

her busband,

Stencel. 22510 Lilac, Farminglon.
were heid at graveside in Holy S

i| 1/7 FRENCH'S
FLOWERS

Sometmes Flowers

Fiorat Tubutes-

Call GA 7-7820
For Detwery

33641 Five Mile Rd., Livonia
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HONOREE- Sister Mary
Lucille McGee Middleton,
R.S. m. who served as Prési-
dent of Mercy College for
15 years, will be honored at
a festimonial banquet Sun-
doy, May 24. U.S. Rep.
Martha  Griffiths_ (D-Mich.)
will serve as toastmistress for
the banquet and Sen. Philip
A. Hart (D-Mich.) and Mel-
vin Ravitz, president of the
Detroit City Council, wil be
amang those bringing greet-
ings fo the educator.
Hartman
New Head
Of Missions

Rev. Marvin J. Haruman, of
St Joseph. Mich.. has been
named executive secretary
treasurer-elect of the national
board of church extension and
home missions of the Church
of God to <urccer‘ Dr. Wik
Reed

He comes to general offices
in Anderson. Ind -in eurls fall
ta begin a transitional period
that. by next Mav 1 takes Dr
Reed full-time to new responsi-
bilities as executive secretary-
elect of the executive council
legal arm of the church

In fiis new post Rev. Hart-
man, chairman of the execu-
tive council. from 1960 to 1963
of which he still is'a member
will be responsilie for the
board's work in areas of homu
missions. evangelism and
church building throughaut the
United States and Aluska

Since 1958. Rev. Hartman
has been pasinr of First
Church of God m St h
While on leave from the Mici-
ean congregation n 195507 he
organized and was pastor of an
international congregution o
the Church of God n Londor:
England,

Dr. Reed moves i the
utive council after
served the board” ni chure!
extension and home mis<ions
as chief exccutnne officer fur
the past 20 vears He will ~u¢-
ceed Dr. Charles ¥ Weber on
the latter's retirenjent Juls |
1971,

Graham

Film Set

“The Restless Ones.”" a mot-
ion picture produced by evan-
gelist Bilis Graham. will be
shown at 7 p.m. Sunday. May
24 in Farmington 'East Junwo:
High School. Middle Belt be-
tween 10 and 11 Mile

The Judson Baptist Church
will sponsor thé showing
There will be no admissin
charge. and a nursery will be
provided

i
- WORl

presess

inside thebright, turbulent
Lwrld of today’s youth. ..

Syl som e BLLY

FARMINGTON
EAST JUNIOR HIGH
SCHOOL
25000 Middtebelt Rd.

Berveen 10end 11 Mie £

Sponsored by
JUDSON BAPTIST
URCH

May 24 -7 p.m.

No Admission Charge
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