| Christmas walk highlights the season — 1B

"By Patricia Bowling
“Novi-Wallod Lako Nows

For the flrst time since 1976 voters
have sald “yes" to the Walled Lake
Schools.

Despite & beavy winter storm, 5,858
voters showed up at the polls Tuesday
and approved a propesal to increase
the millage rate a totaf {ive milla for
five years.

The unolflcial tally showed 3,337
votes in favor of the millage and 2,521
opposed — a margln of 816 votes. Vo-
ter turnout was approximately 18 per-
«cent.

“This glves us a future — a bright

Drains
almost
complete

By Joznno Mallazavrekl
otalf writer

Although Farmlogton's long-awalted
“0ld Town"” draln Improvemeats to
help alleviate basement flooding were
expected to be completed by winter,
the contractor will bave to reiumn noxt
spring to finlsh some of the work.

Since constructlon oa the more than
$700,000 worth of Improvements began
in August, the cootractor, M.D, Taddla
and Co. Inc., has (nstalled all the storm
dralns, cateh basins and manholes (n
the 96-aere problem area, said Farm-
ington Clty Manager Robert Deadman.
- But recent damp weather and resi-
-dents’ request in October to pave Alta
Lomn as part of the draln improve-
ments extended the project, he added.
The project also was delayed because
Farmington Founders' Festlval offi-
cfals asked that the roads targeted for
Improvements remaln open until after
_the festivities.

To date, concrete roadway has been
.Installed on Alta Loma and the drive-
-way approaches should be installed this
-week, although the contractor will
‘spread gravel instead of asphalt now
‘becanse of the weather, Deadman sald.
-And while the base coat of asphalt has

been laid on Oakland, Cass and Ma-
comb strects, (he {lna) topcovering will
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for Walled Lake

one,” sald Superintendent Don Sheldon.

“This is beautiful,” Sheldon added af-
ter millage supporters counted the fl-
nal tally. “I've been kere 13 years, and
1 can't remember anythlng that has
beea more satlsfying or more excit-

Immediately after the vots had deen
tabulated the school board met in spe-
clal session to begin the recall of lald-
off staff members. In a 7-0 vote, the
board approved Sheldon's recommen-
daton to recail counselors immedlately
and bring all other laid-off staff back
to work Dec, 12. Counselors were need-
ed to begln the dul:
ing of clozsrooms and student sched-
ules to thielr pre-1ayoff state.

Tho millage Increase was approved
*In six of the efght votlng preclncts. The
greatest support came from Precinct 2
{Keith Elcmentary), which approved
the hike by a margin of 610-328.

THE ONLY precinct to vole dowa
the millage proposal was Preclact 1
(Walled Lake Junfor High). But clection
workers zald they considered the 343-
10-312 vote a victory in that precinct,
which typically flatly rejects millage
proposals. et 5 (Glengary Ele-

posal
.mentary) split right down the middle

— 422 votes for the mlllage and 422

agalnst, N .

. Approval of the five mills [ncreases
Walled Lake's operating millige rato
from:33.840 to 38.540. {otal ‘mit"

lage rate, incloding 1.091 mills for debt
retirement Increases from 34.831 ta.
39.631.

The resully by precinet were as fol-
lows: Preclnct 1, 319 yes, 343 no; Pre-
clact 2, 610 yes, 328 no; Precinet 3, 459
yes, 384 no; Precinet 4, 378 yes 334 no;
Precinct 5, 422 yes, 422 no; Precinet 6,
357 yes, 222 no; Preeinct 7, 352 yes, 254
n0; Precinct 8, 204 yes, 244 no,

The five-mill increase boosts the dis-
trict'a total milloge to the tenth highest
in Oakland County. In 1883 Walled
Lake millage rate was among the low-
cat In the county — 22nd out of 28 dls-
tricts.

“District voters have not passed a
millage Increase since 1976, The board
offered voters a choice between a 5.5
mill increase for flve years or a 4-mill
Increase for flve years in Apri 1978,
Both proposals were rejected 5o the
board prepared a second ballot in June
asking for the 4-mill increase for five
years only. This second proposal was
approved by & allm 4B2-vote margin.

Four millage incrense requests were
rejected by voters between 1979 and
1931 .
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Residents who braved the snow to attend Tuesdny's

PR 3
RANDY BORST/stalf pholograshor

ted

Meeting on
Campus Life
victim of show

By Tom Baer
sttt writer

A'n Mlehligan blizzards go, last Tues-
doy's four-to-six-inch dumping — the
{irst appreciable snowfal! of the winter
— wasn't that bad,

But the storm, which started last
Monday evening and continued inter-
mittently throughout the next day, was
enough to force the cancellatlon of a
few cvents and meetings In the Farm-
[ogton arca, chlief among them last
‘Tuesday's Farmington Board of Educa-
tlon mecting.

A large crowd had been expected at
the meeting, which was to have been
held In Farmington High School's audl-
torium.

Reason for the interest: The board
was to bave dellvered a policy state-
meat concerning Campus Life, the con-
troversial soctal group with retiglous
overtones - which has been aclivo
nround North Farmington High School

But: lnteresiad citlzens
wait until the board’s next meeting on
Dec. 20 to hear the new polley oo
“schoola and religlon” as last Tuesday’s
agends put it.

The Dec. 20 meeting will begln with
the pollcy statement at 7 pm. In the
Farmington High audltorium,

THE DECISION to scratch last Tues-
day's meeting was made at about §

Board of
the above sign.

g at F

High were greeted wilh

p.m,. by Sup: Lewis Schul-
man and Board President Helen Pru-
tow.

“I was on my way to the meeting and
it took me about 25 minutes to go a
couple of blocks,” sajd Schulman, who
lives in West Bloom(leld.

“I dldn't want to have a meeting that
people couldn't attend freely. If you
bold a meeting and only a few pcople
show up, those who couldn‘t make It
would ask, ‘Why didn’t you cancel It be-
cause of the weather?'

Prutow said that a cancellation mes-
sage was placed on the telephone an-
swering device at the school district
offlce and that area radlo and televi-
slon statlons were asked to make an an-
nouncement.

“And we made a lot of personal
phone calls to all the people we knew
were involved,” she sald. “We just got
the word out 05 best we could.”

Prutow said zhe wanted to bave the

- Campus Life issue “over and done
with

" but the snow prevented the
meeting,

K 23 8o getting around 1. she

the past fow years. sald, “Its pretty bad up'um. Let's faco
To its sup , Campus Life pro- ¢, this (3 ) alfects North 3
vides wholespme - Chrisiian activities | ton. People from » would have to
or .young pecpls. Petraclors belleve | "godawn thera(to High) for
vitled,-when-carried ont’’ ks mnug;mumtry 10 get ot of

leved that they
. wouldn't have to go out. 1t’s really bad

up here.”

AT'A BOARD mecting back on Nov.
8, several apgry parents said they be-
leved that religlous’ groups have no
right in and around the publlc schooly,

They accused North Farmington
Principal Clayton Grabam and other
North teachers and administrators of
supparting Campus Life by allowlng its J
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Speak up now if you want
your gravel road paved in'g84

By Joanne Maliszewaki
staff wrlter
Fi Hills 1lving on

S

oral quarrel

A South Carollna judge created a
:| controversy receatty by giving
admitted raplsts an unusual cholce —
$0 years n prison or voluntary surglcal
castratlon.

:| The three, who pleaded gullty to the

crime In hopes of recelving o lenfent
sentence as [irst offenders, are sald to
be consldering the judge's alternative
to the long prison term.

Should rapists have
castration choice?

“Today’s Oral Quarre] questlon:

Should convicted or admitted raplats
routinely be given the choice of castra-
tion over Incarceration?

To answer this question, call 477-
5498. You have until 1 pim. on Friday
to respond. To see how your nelghbors
feel about this issue, please look In
Monday's Farmington Observer.

‘what’s inside

gravel roads who want thelr street
paved in 1984 should contact the clty
manager’s office a3 s0on a3 possible.

Because at least three months arc
needed for required public hearings
and completion of paving design plans,
city officials want o schedule informa-
tional meetings for interested residents
sometime in December and January so
paving projects can begin Io June 1984,
sald Thomas Biasell, director of public
services,

During the informational meetlngs,
“the whole process s explalned,” Bi-

5 )

Winter’s here

2sell 3aid, including paving costs, spe-
clal asscusment districts and the
project’s startlng date. Residents also
will earn how the road will be paved

ment district and roll.

BEFORE 1981, when the city began
the soll stabillzation program and ac-

thelr homeowners assoclatlon to re-
quest an informatlonal meetlng, he
sajd.

“We are pot golng to put together a

under the city's less exp soli sta-
bilization program.

Petltions, which are used to give the
City Council an Indication that more
than 50 percent of a street's residents
want paving, will be avallable at the
informational meetings, Biasell sald.

“The councll would like to se¢ a ma-

residents who wanted paving would
sign petitlons often without under-
standing what they were getting Into.
Providing resldents with the details of
a paving program, Blasell sald, glves
them “an educated perspective” before
signing a petition and committing
b lves to an

Jority (of sign on the p

Biasell said, “They usc this as a mea-

sure of whether or not to proceed.”
Before actual construction can be-

gin, the City Councll must approve the

project as wchl as the speclal assess-

But Biascll said city officlals are
1ooklng for “an active rather than lso:

whele meetlng for one
indlvidua),” Blasell added.

While city officlals hope residents
w1 initlate pavlag projects, “the City
Councit can establish speclal assess-
ment districts If it is in the best interest
of the communlty,” Blasell sald.

‘When Farmington Hills first became
2 city, approximately 80 miles of road
were gravel, In the last three construe-
tion seasons, close to 22 miles have
d to about seven

lated Interest” in paving a
réad. That means indlvidual residents
should Joln forces or work (hrough

n paved, P
miles before the soll
gram,

stabllizatlon pro-

RANDY BORST/atatt photographor

Heavy coats, hats, scarves and galoshes were necessary picces pl
wearing apparel Tuesday as winter made its tirst appearance in
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the Detroit area. Above, citizens brave the clements on Grand
River in downtown Farmington.




