Loc:ai jails freed from state control

By Tim Richard
ataffwriter .|

Local gwa;nmmu won a victory
whena

llon), along with Roseville and Wyao-
dotte, Barns sald.

ROCHESTER'S {wo-cell lockup met

a bill atripping the stata Corrections
Department l?cik: power to reguiate lo-

‘estland,
won & 7.1 victory over a flve-term
committee chalrman.

“State government does not have the
edge on Intellect,” sald Barns after her
win over Rep, Jeffrey Padden, D-
Wyandotte, chairman of the House Cor-
rections Commlitee. .

WITH PADDEN dissenting, the com-
mittes last week reported out House
BIL 4728, which strips the state Correc-
tlons director of authority over deten-
ton facillties operated by local units of
government used to detaly people for
less than 72 hours.

“The department shall not supervise
and inspect {and) shall not promulgate
tules and standards for the administra-
tlon of holding cells, bolding centers or
jockups,” tha bill says, adding:
parment shall pro-
vide advice and scrvices concerning
the efflcient and humane adminlstra-
ticn® of local lockups,

The blll now goes to the House floor.

plg winners were such diverse citles

as’ Rochester (pop. 7,200), Westland
(pop. 84,000) and Detroit {pop. 1.2 mil-
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state when It was bullt in

1081, but stats standards wer's changed

in 1975, City officials sald bringing the

lockup vp to code would have cost teas

of thousands of dollars, perhaps even
uiring a bood Lesue.

Stats offlclals required: bullding an

colarging
{rom 45 to 75 square feet; installing 24-
hour video and audio monitoring; in-
stalling a shakedown and shower area;
and making oo-slts medical treatment
avallable,

City officiala said the average stay in
Rochester’s lockup is only three bours,
and only a dozen prisoners a mouth are
detalned. Though willing to compro-
mise, they sald some of the state re-
dhirements were too costly and unnec-

essary.

Most detained persons are either ar-
ralgned promptly In district court’
acrosa the street, freed on bond or
transferred to the Oakland County jall.
1f Rochester were unable to make the
costly renovations, it would bave to
close ita lockup and transport all pris.
oners immediately to the county jait,
loaing an hour of an officer’s time In &
town with only two olficers on the road
at any one time,

‘WESTLAND'S Jockup would have re-
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quired almost $1 milllon in renova-
tions, Barps said.

She quoted Police Chief Willlam
Rechlin as saying the location of a
‘weapons storage area would have to be
changed, and detalned individuals
would have to be provided desks, chalrs
and a common area.

*Why do you need that when they're
10 and oot in a few bourn?* she asked,

She sald Detroit officials placed the
coet of thelr state-required renovations
4t $5 million.

She said Roseville would bo forced to
close its lockup because it would be un-
able to meet state standards.

And she said the pollcs chief of Pad-
den's own ho::lﬁ town of Wyandotte
supported her bill,

Em Corrections [:el ok m‘t h‘::
only thres inspectors of lockups for the
entire state,” ahe sald. “The .’:lmy (ot
1ocal afficlals) to pegotiate Lsa't there,
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PADDEN WARNED, “There willl be
standards from somewhere,”
predicting federal courts wilf [nstitute
some requlrements.

Padden sald he believed local and
state offlclala could work out an agree-
able set of

Thursday, Docomber 8, 1983 OLE

But Barna countered, "If thers had
been the abllity to

wouldn't be at this stage,”
Barny' bll] was amended twice.

One amendment will set up an advi-

sory board to come up with “model”
poticles, much like the accrediting

standards of the North Central Axsocia. "

Hon of Colleges and Secondary Schools.
Padden predicted prisoners would use
the standards in lawsults ngalnst com-
munltles over lockup conditions,

The second amendment dropped a
sectlon which would have exempted in-
vestlgative information on lockup con-

ditions from the Freedom of Informa- .

tion Act.
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