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Clint Eastwood s back again as Dirty Harry In “Sudden
Impact,” a film he also produced and directod.

‘Sudden Impact’
is criminally bad

Tom Panzenhagen is this week's guest eritic.

One walks into “Sudden Impact,” Clint Eastwood's fourth {lim
as San Francisco pollce detective Dirty Harry Callahan, with a
good deal of optimlsm. . ;

The original “Dirty Harry” (1971), (n the hands of director Don
Siegel, defined the genre of revenge films so popular in the 1970s.
The sequel, “Magnum Force” {1973), was a disappolntment, but
{-Iarry rebounded with a vengeance in “The Enforcer!’ three years

ater.

Eastwood dirccted “Sudden Impact,” and that, too, Is cause for
optimism. The angular actor, now 53, won fame in the spaghettt
westerns of the late-1960s, but the best fllm of that genre, “High
Plains Drifter” (1973), was directed by Enstwood himsel!,

So all the ingredients are at hand: proven talent on both sldes of
the eamera, a time-tested formula and audience-approved subject
matter. That's why Jt's terribly disappointing when "Sudden Im-
pact” unfolds as a series of

“SUDDEN IMPACT" is in trouble almost from the outset. A
styllsh opening — in which Harry interrupts a robbery and, with
Magnum almed squarlcy at the head of one of the perpetrators,
utters the mavie season’s best catch phrase,“'Go ahead, moke my
day" — is the best thing in the fllm. But it's downhill from there.

The plot concerns a woman who takes revenge on the flve men
{and their female accomplice) who raped her and her sister 10
years earller. It's a sure sign of trouble when & “Dirty Harry” {llm
stoops to provide motivation for a villaln.

’The woman, Jennifer Spencer, is played by Sondra Locke.
There's no attempt to conceal her {dentity in order to add suspense
to the story. That's because screenwriter Joseph Stinson has some-
thing clse in mind. He wants to establish parallels between Spen-
cer and Harry Callahan.

Her altackers were never jalled — not because of Inadequacies
in the judlcial system but in law cnforcement, as it turns out — so,
like Harry in the past, Spencersets out to dispense her own brand
of justice.

There are two things wrong with this, First, there are few plot
devices mare Jabored than having & cbaracier kill several other

by The knowa the killings are comlog
and that they ave justified — at least in the context of the film, So
there's nothing to do but endure the brutality until Harry's investl-
gation catches up with what everyone else already knows.

The second problem 1s that Sondra Locke ls not actress enough
Lo pull off the parallel personallties twist.

When, for instance, early in the film, a judge cites a lcgal techni-
cality and frees a dirtball, anguish shows In every bulglng veln in
Harry's face, the squint of his eyes, the resolute, firmness of his
jow.

When Jennifer flashes back on her attack, when she listens to the
whelps of & victim before exccuting him, Locke's glassen
demeanor more resembles a high school student stuplfied by a
teacher’s question than a vegeance-crazed killer,

SOMEONE APPARENTLY d the script's
100, because the flim falls back on preminent subplots (though
applying the term “plot” to these events may be an overstate-

ment). -

For diffcrent reasons, a cadre of mob hit men and three other
punks are out to get Harry in the night. These aubplots have no
bearing on the maln theme, but do provide ample opportunity for
gunplay, with Harry Incvitably getting in the fInal burst.

Even a sequence in which Harry pursues a bank robber through
the streets of a small Callfornla town — in a commandeered bus
loaded with senlor citizens — is thrown In. Certainly after three
films Harry’s character Is well-defined, so what might pass for
character development [n another time and place is slmply super-
fluous here

“Dirty Harry” fllms at their best pulsate, menace, even amuse.
“Sudden Impact” drags, fails to menace and its 1dea of humor Is a
urlnating, fiatulent bulldog. That's a shame, because “Sudden Im-
pact” is sure to find an audlence, and that may be the biggest
miscarriage of justice of all.
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Pasta dinners Monday & Tuesday Nights

Free pasta dinners for two will bo awarded to e
flve wlaners a night In a drawlng held for five INFLATION FIGHTERS
nights at Uptewn Charley’s in Madison Helghts. 37 1 B
Chuck Muer's famlly tavern acroas the road from -9 T perios

the Abbey Theatre Is offcring the dinners a3 a tie-ln
with the movle, *“Two of a Xind,” opening Friday at
the Abbey. The movle stars John Travolta and ol
vla Newton-John as a couple whose romance devel-
ops over dinner for two, Uptown Charley's also will
be the scene of a post-event party after the flim's
preview Thursday.

Christmas sing

Featuring Petite FROG LEGS

(nll yau can eat), cheese crock and crackers,
Soup, Salad, French Fries, Rolls & Butter.

Bacving complets dinnecs from
8 p.m, to 10 pon.

l.?cl 1¢ Fm!i:u"%.“d
L o¢ Foo! nde)
spacisl occasions, s

Customers arc belng invited to join In a Christ-

mas Carel Sing from 5-7:30 p.m. Wednesday at the GIFT CERTIFICATES
Wagon Wheel Saloon at Rochester and Big Beaver - AVAILABLE
roads in Troy. Medla personalities’ will lead the 8 5 2_ 3 4 1 0

carol singing, accompanled by Salvation Army mu-
slelans, In a beneflt for the Salvation Army. David
Hagelsteln, owner of the Wagon Wheel, sald he
hopes to make the event an annual ene,

3315 AUBURN ROAD
Batwaon Adoms & Opdyke Roads
Open for Lunch at 11.a.m. Mon. thru Fri.

Open Bet. 5-12 Midnight
TOKYO ‘
ORIENTAL
HEALTH
OPEN
Mon. - St
10am-1am
Walk In or Appointment
‘Whiripesl, Saunes
Shewers, Ortenial Siafl
Privote Reome for b
el NEW YEAR’S EVE!
28341 Orchend L. R4,
LAl e * Specially selected New Year’s Eve menu
£53.2898 untll 1:00 a.m.
Posking I Raer % Dinner from $11.95 Reservations taken
N from 4:30 p.m, — Call 642-0100
' % Live Entertainment, Dancing, Party
Favors — No Coverl
* Hotel Accommodations only $19.84 per
person, Includes Champagne Toastl
Call 644-1400
% New Year's Day Brunch served 10-2
p.m., Dinners from 2 p.m.
Begin 1984 with the best...Kingsley Inn!
Woodward at :
Long Lake Road Bloomfleld Hills

SOMERSET INN — TROY
. Is pleased to announce
our

LUNCHEON BUFFET IS BACK
$4.25

Monday through Friday
; 11:30 — 2:00 P.M.

[omssetn 3

2601 W. BIG BEAVER, TROY

|2 NOON TO 3:00 PM
N.E. CORNER OF I2M|LE<,0£CHARDLKRDS.
SPECIAL SPAGHETT! LUNCHEON P "

ADULTS #425  CHILDREN 1,95 \ce-cga\

TEENS

I %
DISCO PARTY
3:00 T0 600 PM SAT, DECEMBER 17

COMPLIMENTARY  HORS DOEUVRES
855-3060 -

Carlos Murphy’s 2nd Grar!d Opening!

I

r THIS COUPON WORTH |
$2.00 OFFANY ENTREE. |

Cailos Myphy is back in towa ta open his
second restaurant in Wareen.

Chimichangas. Monstee Cookies, Shamrock
Salads. Hickory Ribs & Chicken. Quiches.
Crires. And much mare. Over 100 food iteens
undcr $7.99 each and 21 flavors of Margaritas % 5 kg Yoo
plus all yaur othet favorite drinks. [ Fateiriiid g

Both Catlos Mu[sﬂ.y‘; in Watren and oty 3 Kitrees and Seuthliedd Carbn Murphs
Southfield will cetebrate Warrea's opening with
2 huge pot filled with pesos. Wien you draw a
cain, you'll win big discaunts on your favotite 1
foad and drink, EVERYBODY WINS! i

. Great food. Great drinks. And a great fua
time. All happening at Carlos Muephy's 2nd
Grand Opening. Come an—Celebrate with us!

Waoenel0i10 Vaa Dibe Sorhfield
ki) RovsHmoc) Fa24 Notbenern |foghasy
- — gl |

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13,1083

h 7:00 PM. No adroission chargs
‘S OF BLOOMFI
2101/S, Telegraph ;-
.332:9237. ‘

Santad
. hisstuff
‘100 yearsago

Christmas here is a century or so
behind the times. Between December
3rd and 3lst you can sce old-fashioned
decorations, hear carolers and shop for
19th-century gifts in both Museum
and Village. And the kids can meet a
Victorian Santa in the Museum while
you're there making Christmis cards
and ornaments. Call 271-1976 for 24-
hour information. Or just come on out
and celebrate a very carly Christmas,
1t'il knock your socks oft.

Henry Ford Museum
&Greenfield Village.




