Langeli: Each work of art has to tell a story
Woodcarver/painter stresses detail . ' ‘

By Qery M. Catos
stadl wrlter

Quietly tucked away In a white house
set back from Canton Center Road ls
Canton resldent Charles Langell.

He's @ man with a great attentlon for'
detail and possess the paticnce and am-
bition to bring detalls to life. He Is an
artlst, wood carver, craftsman,
rescarcher, and sign painter to name
but a few talents.

The 74-year-old man claims (o have
retlred from work 40 years ngo, howev-
er the vast collection of hls handiwork
tells of a man dedicated to working.

The desk in his kitchen is belng refin-
Ished for a relative, The freshly painted
lanterns In the workreom are for the
Mayflower Hotel. The intricately
carved carrouse) horse on the shell is

done both. He started salling on the

Great Lakes at an carly age instead of

going to school.

"l wanted to start out llfe as a
draftsman. Instead, when 1 reached the
eighth grade, my mom and dad put me
out sailing,” he said.

Langell became a deck hand because
he didn't have the money Lo train as a
draitsman at college.

“Llfe doesn't always let you do what
you want ta do,” he says. “I stlll got the
box of drafting [nstruments 1 bought
when 1 was 16. I never used them, but 1
saved them because that's part ¢f my
memories.”

At the age of 19 Langell was kicked
off the ship, after a bout wlth the flrst
mate. Dropped off in Detroit, he went
in search of a new

at his pand!tlhéfl ship building yard
and started palnting leitering on store
windows to earn a livin;

8 f
Thls eventually led to a job as a com-

mercial artist at Ford Motor Company
for 13 years. He painted lettering on
vehicles, as well a5 dolng wall paint-
tngs “for the big shots.” But, like sail-
ing, he got restless with the work.

“1 got out of art slnce there wasn't no
money In it,” he sald.

Langel! left Ford to work as a

at varlous car

HOWEVER, having one full-time job
at a time wasn't enough for hlm. Many
times Langell worked other jobs on the
slde: building houses, palnting real es-
tate signs, and painting houses.

He had watched & sign palnter work

Ploaso turn to Page 10

one of Langell’s ongolng projects.

All about the house are completed
works of art; evidence of the painstak-
ing hours spent creatlng, refining, and
flnlshing. The resulting display is a gal-
lery of history, nature, and memories.

Each of the works compares to a
novel, with the intimate detalls {llling *
the chapters,

“A good plece of art," says Langell,
“must tell a story. IU's no good If It
doesn't tell a story."”

The bronze-colored carving of two
Indlans on horses wrestling with a buf-
falo tells the story of a father teaching
his son how to hunt the powerful anl-
mal, he says,

A whaling boat in the llving room
depicts the struggle of sailors as they
strip blubber from a whale. Another
work Hlustrates the dlsmay of several
sallors when an angry whale turns and
smashes their dory, plunglng the men
into the tossing sea.

MANY OF LANGELL'S CARVINGS
are related to the sca and ships. Elght
of his finest shlps, a)l handmade to re-
duced scale, are being prepared for dis-
play at Canton Townshlp Hall.

Each of the ships, representlng hun-
dreds of hours of work, was bullt from
origlnal plans. Langell carefutly
carved Individual wood planks (o re-
duced sizes for the construction.

The many hours spent researching
cach ship have resulted in unbelicvably
accurate re-creatlons.

“Ships are really my heart. I do
other carviogs, but ships are- my
heart,” Langell says. “All my famlily ei-
ther sailed ships or bullt them."

Langell, a slightly weathered man
with a peppered pencil mustache, has

— INGIDE

Know someone deing something notable? Let
us know, Write: Inside Angles, Farmington Ob-
server, 23352 Farmington Roaed, Farminpton
48024,

MICHIGAN HISTORY, the states offi-
clat historical publication s looking for old Michi-
gan farm photos for the 1984 March-April Issue an
agriculture. Pholes should be sent to Sandra Clark,
Edltor, Mlchigan History, Department of State,
Lansing 48918. All photos wlll be returned alter the
Issue Is published, Subseriptions costing $9.86 annu-
ally, may be obialned from Michigan History, Lans-
ing 48918, Checks should be made payable to the
State of Michigan.

THE FARMINGTON COMMUNITY
Center now has a newly printed booklet of the cen-
ter's history, dating back to 1869 when Palmer
Sherman bullt the flrst brick house on F

Each carving must tel! a story, the former commorcial artist says.
Lengeli's re-croation of & whaling boat depicts man's atruggle to
capture and strip the ocean's largeat fish. Hore, several sailors
work around the main boat in a dory.
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GIFT GIVERS can warm the heart of these
on their list this year by gliving a Summer Fun
Passbook from the Oakland County Parks and Rec-
reation Commission. This $80 value glves access to
dozens of activities at Oakland County Parks at a
price of $20. A breathtaking ride down the Sl-
dewinder water slide at Waterford Oaks or the
Rampage water coaster at Groveland Oaks and a
round of goll at onc of four Oakland County goll
courses are but a few of the activilles offered [n the
P The p ks arc at all Oak-
land County Parks or by contacting the Oakland
County Parks and Recreation Commlsslon at 858-
0908 between 8:30 am, to 5 p.m., Monday through
Friday,

THE FARMINGTON/FARMINGTON
HILLS Optimist Club has announced the wlnners
of the Youth Appreciation Award for 1983, Sclected

Road. In 1918 that amall slx room residence was.

expanded Into a 20-room country mansion by Lu-
man Goodenough. The history serves as a gulde as
one tours the premises and includes vignettes of the
Goodenough famlly before the home was donated to
the publlc as a communlty center.

DAVID J. STENSON, son of Mr, John F.
Stenson of Farminglon and a junior at GMI Engl-
neering and Management Institute in Flint, has
been appolnted to GMI's Managment Honor Socl-
ety. He 13 a cooperative student with GM Advanced
Product Manufacturing Engineering Staff In War-
ren.

JOHN DAVIS, son of WH. and Nancy Sel-
don Davls and a 1976 graduate of North Farming-
ton High School, is ameng 125 medlcal students en-
tering the Michlgan State University College of Os-
teopathle Medicine this fall. He recelved his degree
in from Western fgan U
in 1981, Upon completion of medical school, he will
receive the doctor of osteopathy (D.O.) degrea and
after examination may be licensed at any state to
provide health care.

ROBERT ALLEN, Farmington Hills, a stu-
dent at the Unlversity of Detrolt School of Archi-
tecture, Is the reclplent of the Alpha Rlio Chi School
Medal prescnted by the Alpha Rho Chi F

by their resp schools were: Jean Brennan,
Merey High School; Tim Carothers, Farmington
High Schoo); Scott A. Dechant, Harrison High
School; and Marla FomlIn, North Farmlngton High
School. The awards were presented by Opllmist
Club presldent, Harold P, Gordon,

KEVIN COLLINS of Farmington s among
30 members of the 1933-84 varslty lce hockey team
at Lake Forest College, 11l The Foresters have a 2-
2 record and are ranked seventh nationally in Divi-
slon 111 competltion, Kevin, a Foreater wing, Is a
1981 graduate of North Farmington High School.

LINDA MILKOVICH of Farmlington Hills
and Laura D. McDonald of Farmlington recently
completed a course In professional floral dealgn at
the Professional Florists' Institute, a Detrolt-based
private vocational institution. The institute Is atfill-
ated with the Wesley Berry Floral Co., established
in 1946.

- IF THERE IS a skicr or would-be skier on
your Christmas list, the American Lung Association
of Southeastern Michigan (ALASEM) has a great
idea for a stocking stuffer that will bring fun for
the entire aki season, Just $20 will buy a MIft ticket
at z?’ different Michigan ski vesorts . . . and the
$20 fat

the nationa) architecture fraternity, on the basls of
abllity for leadership, performance of willng ser-
vlce to his school and promise of professional merit
through attltude and personality. B

Detalls and may
be obtalned by calling 961-1697 or by writing
ALASEM, 28 W. Adams, Detroit 48228, All orders
must be accompanied by pagment. Cards will be
mailed within 24 hours of recelpt of order.
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' Charles Langell of Canton prides himself on de-
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talls. As 8 woodcerver, Langell strivés 1o depict
each and ayery dotail. Carving is casy, he says. .
You simply keep cutting until it looks like a

works will'be on display soon
Township Hall,

‘Save 5495 on thi

Reg. $1495. The focal point of your
room’ today becomes. tomomow's
heirioom. This - beautiful, clock, -.the.
Capulet’ by Howard Miller, : blends
gracelully with many fumniture styles. lis
solid cherry cobinet |s finished in cherry.
bordeaux and festures glass panels
on three sides. You'll delight.In_Ihe
deluxe- triple . chime, .coble-wound
movement that heralds the hour and.
announces each quorter- hour’ with-
Westminster, St Michaet’ and -Whil-
lington' ‘chimes. . Raised * Arabic

numerals are gold-plated. Large iyre

_pendulum and welghits are polished
brass. 82" high; 24%™ wide, 13" deep.
Truly o moslerpiece of -design ‘and
workmanship..and now al great sav-
in@s..20 * .In Hudson's Clocks, North- *
land, Eastiond, ‘Oakland, Southland.

Bonus: recelve ‘a solid b'rcs's plate
engraved with your name and date of
. purchase. Rich_and .lasling Idenlity.

horse, or whatover is belng thade. ‘Some.ot his

n the Canton'!

, s-dramatic
'grandfather. clock .-




