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i4Life without Communlty Scrvices for
i Hearing Impalred would be tough,
Biser sald with a gesture,

ught to know. Blser Is the chalr-
of CSHI's Advisory Board, and
eat, .

T would spend a lot of time bother-
my nelghbors,” she szld in slgn lan-
¢ to an interpreter at the CSHI off-

{JACTING AS Interpreter, CSHI Diree-
Marcy Coltoo sald, “Wanda is a
y capable person, But even for her,
ting a simple thing like the telephone

Relay calls are a vital'service of-
d by CSHI, a two-year-old non-prof-.
organization partially funded by
ted Way.

(I3
[
’} 1f 1 need to get an emergency mes-
e to my hushand, four people get in-
fved,” said Blser, who was born deaf
Bd 1s'the mother of two deaf chlldren,
-#First L, call Marcy, she calls my hus-
Hind's secretary, and she calls my bus-
hand.”
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Colton explained how they communt-
ate. "Using a Telecommunication De-
/yiée for the Deaf (TDD), we're able to
‘help deaf people communicate through
 typing rather than apeaking,” said Col-
tof. *When the phone rings here,-If
there's a slience at the other end, I put
- the phone [nto the cradle of the TDD,
abd 1t types out the caller’s message
‘which they are typlng into their TDD at
-home. .

'Mlchigan Bell bas made it possible
for the deaf to lease these machines,
which cost ahywhere from $199 to
$1,000, for $6,68 per month. After five
, years they own them. But Beli is going
ta'discontinue the gervice next month
! when AT&T breaks up.”

i, "COLTON AND her part-time secre-
f tary spead tho majority of thelr time
providing information,

"*There is no typical day for us,” sald
Colton. "We spend a lot of time answer-
ing phone calls, facilltating relay calls,
meeting and tatking with people, bath
hearing and hearing impalred,” sald
Calton. .

 "We also act as an Interpreter refer-
ral center and can provide interpreters
30 that deaf and bearieg can
.communicate with each other,” said

Colton.
;.-Using an Interpreter from .CSHI,’
y Who attended Gallaudet College

deaf juror in Oakland County last sum-
mer, *1 chose an Interpreter I knew
,m," sald Biser, who drew a murder
g.‘ 15e, ;It was a good cxperiende for

- Bpth of us.’
g‘:},‘!n the past, the court refused to ae-
gapt deaf jurors,” sald Colton, a native
: Farmington. "The feellng was that
thoy weren't competent. But a Michis
gan law, passed In July of '62, dlrects
fiy program that recelves state mon-
to be accessible te all people.
'So Wanda had to be accepted as a
. The question was would the law-
rs seat her, and they did.”

ROVIDING CLASSES and soclal

-

gency_aids hearing impa_red‘_
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programs for the hearing Impaired is
another Important service of CSHL Ad.
visory members, hal! of whom
are deaf, meet once a mooth to plan
CSHI activities.

“It's important that cur members so-

showed a large
group of members Interested In a
welght losa clazs. Recently a Red Cross
CPR class was Interpreted into sign
language for deaf people interested in
learning CPR.

“I 100k to the advisory board to tell

QUALITY TRAINS
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. Buy Marklin ~
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Using an interpreter, Wanda Biser
became the first deaf juror in Cakland
County last summer. A 1962 state law
requires that any state-funded program
be accessible to all people. 'So Wanda
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* had to be accepted as a juror. The
question was would the lawyers seat
her,. and they did.’ c

me what kinds of progr and ser-
vices they need,” sald Colion. *I think
It's important for the deaf {o particl-
pato in the planning at CSHL*

CSHY members,who pay annual dues
of §15, recelve a monthly newsletter In
additlon to other mallings. bet's
newletter, which went to 302 members,
detailed the next showing of captioned
films, specia) tours of the Detroit Instl-
tute of Arts, free admisalon to Oakland
County Parks, the World Games for the

in Los Angeles this summer
m:l,hlut information about relay
calls,

*STATISTICAL averages show that
close to 1 percent of any population is
deat,” said Colton,

"In Qakland County alone, there are
9,000 deaf persons, but our service is
not limited to them,” sald Colton. *We
are looking to d our services to
reach people throughout the greater
Detroit area.

“Our agency was founded outl of
need, The director of Fllnl’s Social Ser-
vices for the Hearlog Impalred real-
ized we needed an organiration bere
because ho was seeing so many people
from this avea at his Flint center.

*“That was in 1981. We were under
thelr direction for a year and then be-
came an independent organlzation, The
Detroit Hearing and Speech Center is
the only other center for the hearlog
Impalred in metropalitan Detroit.

“Part of the reason there Is 3 greater
concentration of hearing impalred In
the Ponttac area is General Motors,”
Colton zald, "They are a good employ.
er. They pay well and offer job contlnu-
Ity to hearing lmpaired employees.”

COLTON, 25, earned a degree at Lho
Unlversity of Californla-Berkley and
did her graduate work in deafness re-
habllitation at New Yotk University,

She Jolned CSEL In January of 1983,

As director, she works closely with a

. — Marcy Coiton

with hosplial personne) and many pub-  the unfortunate. I am providing -valu-
lUc and private agencles teaching tech-  able services for, people who can use
em. .

niques for communicating with the .
deal, . "if we are willing to bend a little ay

“This is more than Job for me. [ hearing people, there fs no reason the
work with some of the most wonderful * hearing impaired can't fit into the
pooplo I koow. I don't feel I'm helping  mainstream of society.”
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Be our guest for an informative evening
.on superior financial planning using our
unique planning tools.
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board of trustees, which i
for fund-raisiag and long-range plan-
ning. N

Plans to increase and expand ita ser-
vices arc evidenced in CSHI's 198
budget. Colton is projeciing $82,000 for
next year, half of which will come from
the United Way, she hopes. This Is more
than double the 1983 budget of $40,000,
to which the United Way contributed
$23.000.

“We are here to work with people,
hearing and non-hearing,” safd Colton.
“Communlty awareness and education
are an important part of our services.
We've trained local police departments
to use the TDD equipment and worked
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A gallery of distinctive neckwear for thi
discriminating man whose dressing is an art.

His values a'e LrCOMPIOMISING His $IaNGards. mpeceabie. The way e presents himseif iy
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203 Pierce in Birmingham
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The bar Is now ‘ C.
open af
Hudson’s Oakland

For your pleasure, we've now
added a complete cocktall, wine
and besr service fo our new look in
- the Terrace Restaurant. Enjoy your
favorlte drink with luncheon or T
dinner. Setving from 11 am. to
8:30 p.m. Come enjoy a speclal
meal with us af Hudson's Oakland. .

hudsons

your chyistmas store
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