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State gives thumbs Up to SpiCer pr

By Joanns Mallszewsk!
sto!t writer

Barring unforescen obstacles, Farm-
Ington HNis will be awarded & $1.2 mil-
lion state tand grant to help purchase
the $2-mllllon, 211-acre Spicer proper-

ty.

“They (Farmington Hills) are on the
list which the board (Michigan Land
Trust Fund board of trustees) will be
adopting In January,” sald Edward
Hagen, MLTF staff asslstant,

But the grant ts stil) unolficia), at
least until MLTF trustees adopt a reso-
lution at thelr Jan. 11 meeting recom-

mending the matching grant for Farm-
ington Hills, Final word will come
when the state Legislature appropri-
ates the money, sometime in late sum-
mer or carly fall, Hagen said.

“Untll the (state) Leglslature ap-
provesit. . . it isgetting a little more
firm,” said Douglas Gaynor, Farming.
ton Hills director of specia) services.
“The property does not belong to the
city unilt we pay for It."

IF THE Leglslature honors the
MLTF recommendations and appropri-
ates money for Farmington Hills'
grant, purchase of the Spicer property
wlll represent the culmination of

Widening set
for 12 Mile

By Joanns Maliszeweki
stoit wrlter

In 1984 with constructlon acheduled to

begin next summer,

Fedcral money will help make the
dream of widening 12 Mlle in Farming-
{on Hills come true.

“We did get approval for dlscretion-
ary funds,” sald City Manager Law-
rence Savage, referring to road im-
provement money avallable through
the Federal Ald to Urban System Pro-
gram (FAUS).

* Under the program,

federal money
will pay for 75 percent of the

Although city officlals have been
concerned about 12 Mlle's congestion,
the Oakland County Road Commisslon
dld not have plans to solve the prob-
lem. But elty officials n September
asked road commlssloners to apply for
newly avallable federal highway grant
dollars. Road commissioners agreed to
apply for the federal money Lf the cily
pald all of the local share of the road
improvements. Under federal highway

$2 million price tag for widening and
resurfacing the city's two-mlle stretch
on 12 Mlle. The city, however, is ex-
pected to pay the remalalng 25-perecnt.
share of road Improvements. The
project’s costs are still "very rough”
because englneering plans silll have
-yet to be done, sajd Willlam Costick,
assistant clly manager.

Plans call for adding a fifth lane
along 12 Mile, between Orchard Lake
and Farmington roads. City staff have
been filling in gaps on 12 Mlle, between
Middlebelt and Orchard Lake roads, so
that that portlon of the thoroughfare
will be a complete four-lane cross sec-
tion. The entlre two-mile stretch will
then be resurfaced,

COUNTY OFFICIALS are ecxpect-
ing to recelve the federal money early

grant the county
pays halt (12.5 percent) of the local
share.

“We agreed to plck up their (the
county's) 12.5 percent,” sald William

tick, asslstant clty manager, *'Nor-
mally the local share 1s spllt."”

While 12 Mile Is under the county’s
Jurisdiction, the federal money Is the
only way the thoroughfare will be wid-
encd to accommodate Increased tralfle.
Road commlssloncrs generally base
improvements on safety. The roads
with the highest number of accidents
usually get top priority,

Although a pedestrian was recently
killed white walking along 12 Mlile,
near Harrlson High Schoo), most acci-
dents, desplte the congestlon, Involve
property damage and vehlcles, accord-
Ing to police offietals.

City seeks ideas
for improvement

By Joanno Mallszowski
staif writer

“'We want the consensus of the public
before we put this is black and white,”
Horner sald. “We want to know what

long, hard-fought battle by communlty
leaders to acqulre a city park. The
property Is ewned by Blrmingham at-
torney Nicholas Spleer, who inherited
It from his mother, naturallst Eleanor
Spicer.

Farmington Hills officlals have been

kecping their tingers crossed since they
were asked In November to reduce the
grant request because the city's origi-
nal $1.8-mlllion request represcnted
about 15 percent of the MLTF’s tatal
funds,

Trustecs told clty officlals that the
trust fund could not afford the origlnal
80-percent matching grant but would
consider a 60-percent matching grant.

The state would pay 60 percent of the
purchase price if the eity could pay 40
percent.

To avold losing thelr chance for the
state grant, clty offlcials Inst month
added $400,000 toward purchesing the
acreage north of 11 Mile and west of
Farmington Road. They also

Farmington, Michlgan

been Included in the city's capltal im-
provement budget. The addltlonal
$400,000 will also more than likely
come from the capltal improvement
budget, although this money will have
to be replaced because It would have
been used to pay for such other (m-
23 draj

asmaller $1.2 miltlon MLTF grant.

The clty's total share of the purchase
price now tops $800,000. But the total
includes two purchase option pay-
ments. The first $200,000 payment was
made last March. Another $200,000
payment is due in March 1984, Moncy
for the option payments have alrcady

Hagen sald the MLFT should have
about $14 million to dole out among 45
top priority projects, down from about
52 under consideration in November,
But he added that “two or three Pproj-
ects are stlll questionable.”

IN RESPONSE to MLFT trustees’
concern in September that Farmington

Twenty-five cents

An

oposal

Hllls planned uso of the Splcer proper-
ty was sketehy, clty staff attached an
addendum to the grant application out-
1ining some of the planned park's im-
mediate uses.

When the Spicer property is pur-
chased, work could begin Immediately
on nature and cross country ski trails, a
nature museunt, an animal farm and
perhaps a jogging trail.

Owned by the Spicer famlly since the
tumn of the century, tha centrally-locat-
ed acreage features wlldlife, rolling
hills and meadows, trees and a tribu.
tary of the Rouge River. Buildings on
the estate include a historic cstate
house, farm house and three barns,

‘Yvonne Chase Is keeplng busy this month deliver-
Ing babies for area residents. But the Farmington
Hills resldent does not work In a hospltal,

Instead, she creates her own customized verslons
of the popular Cabbage Patch Dolls in her dinlng

roam,

“People just go crazy when they see them,"
. “They know the dolf has been personal-
ly made for them, The réactlon people glve you is
what makes |t so rewarding.”

And, with the craze surrounding the soft seulp-
turc dolls, Chase has recelved many rewards from
satlsfled customers, especially durlng the holidays,

“I didn't get Into this wlth the Idea of making a
business of it, but people took to it and it just sort of
b " she said.

1f you have any ldeas for kmp: 4
Farmingten’s two major parks or wha!
type of recrcatlon facllitles should be
added, clty officlals want to hear trom

ou.

"We are looking for people to say
what should be done,” sald Gerald
Horner, Farmlnglon assistant city
manager, "What does the general pub-
lie want?”

In the process of developlng a new
four-to-six-year recreation facilitles
plan, & newly appointed plannlng com-
misslon subcommittee declded to first
{ind out from Farmington resldents
what are the deflclencies in the city'’s
park system and what kinds of recre-
ation facillles are wanted, Horner

satd.

For cxample, subcornmittee mem-
bers noted that parking at the Clty
Park {on Shlawassee and Power roads)
could be lmproved, as well as upgrad-
ing the bascball dinmonds.

Golf facility
near reality

By Joanns Mallsxawsk]
stoff writor

With the help of a long-awalted,
more-than-$100,000 matching grant,
Farmington Hills offlelals are hoping
to buy flve acres of land abutting the
San Marino Golf Course as the afte for
a 6,500-square-foot malntenance bulld-
ing.

Pleaso turn to Pago 15

e and are and
what Improvements ¢an be made.”

ALTHOUGH THE clty has had a
six-year park program, “a lot of things
have been achleved” and it Is now out-
dated, Homner sald. "We are really
starting from seratch again.”

* Onee resldents have offered thelr
Ideas, subcommitice members will
“prioritize what the nceds are” togeth-
cr with suggestions from other elty of-
ficlals, and develop a package lsting
the park system's deticlencies and long

Chasc’s $60 creatlons differ from thelr Cabbage
Patch cousins In several ways.

“} custom make the dolls for each person,” Chase
explained. “It's not llke they went into a store and
Just pleked it out. They can pick the hair and eye
shade to match their chlld's. They can add freckles,
birth marks or dimples. 311 add any pecullar thing
that’s not welrd.”

CHASE, ALSO lets the new “parents” plek the
name of their chlld. The store verslons already
have monlkors.

The custome-made versions are also 21 Inches

Ll -2 - 135002
Yvonne Chase admires one of her creation

Woman carves dent
in holiday dolimania

high and can wear any baby clothes currently on
the market. The Cabbage Patch kids are 16 inches
tall and are too small for standard clothes, she sald.

Each Chase doll is hand sewn, except for the
main seam, and takes 12 hours to complete.

“I put a lot of extra time and quallty into this
doll," she sald. "I could make them faster, but then
they wouldn't be reinforeed or have hand-palnted
cyes. Even though It Is tedious work I really enjoy
making them. You start from nothing and make
this little person. I like every one I make.”

Surprisingly, most of the dolls Chase creates go
to adults,

“A lot of women callect dolls to put on beds or in
chairs,” she said. “Only around the holidays do [
make a majority of the dolls for chlldren. They are
Just so cute they can't be resisted by any age. Even
men llke the dolls &nd buy them for their wives and
children.”

THE MAJORITY of the dolls produced are glrls
but Chase does create boys. Both sexes can be of
any color.

Even though each doll has its own personality
and different facial features, Chase is extremely
pleased with one aspect of her dolls.

“I'm proud of my toes,” she sald. “No one makes
them like I do. I'm so proud of my toes that I don't
put shoes or socks on my dolls when they Jeave."

‘1didn’t get into this with
the idea of making a
business of it but people
took to it and it just sort of
ballooned.’ .
—Yvonne Chase

One of the finishing touches Includes
somg frecklos.

The sudden popularity of the dolis caught Chase
by surprise, but she does have a possible reason for
thelr success.

“A lot of dolls have lost their appeal because they
are so mechanlcal and are all plastic. Mine are soft
and can be ordered to specifications.” .

Chase has produced about 20 to 30 dolls for the
holldays and Is still taking erders. If the demand is
too high, Chase plans te enlist the help of her slster
and neighbots to produce the dolls.

“It may be faddish but peaple witl always want
dolls as long as tittle girls are here,” she said.

and short-range goals for Imp:
ments. How to finance the improve-

ments would be d d alter actu-
nl‘ projects are determined, Horner
sald.

Residents may offer their sugges-
tlons in writlng to Horner at the Farm-
ington Clly Hall, 23600 Liberty, or by
phone at 474-5500.

‘The 18-acre City Park on Shiawassce
now inciudes softball fletds, one which
is lighted, two awing sets, plenic tables,
and two lighted tennls courts. The park
also offers a tot play area including a
awing set, four plastic Fun-A-Muls, a
Krary Kup, Frontier Climber and a T-
swing.

The 10-acre Drake Road park offers
two tennls courts, two Little League di-
amonds, a Nghted softbali/baseball di-
amond, two swing sets, two slldes and
four plastle Fun-A-Muls,

Algo included in the clty's park ays-
lefn are the two amall sectlons of prop-
erty located at Oakland and Grand Rlv-
er, This area boasts benches, ald-fash-
loned atreet lights and a war memoria),

Farmlington also contracts with
Farmington Hills for recreationat pro-
grams.

oral quarrel

what’s inside

Does America have
hunger problems? .

Presidential adviser Edwin Meese
ereated a sir recently when he ques-
tloned the scriousness of the hunger
problem in America, He claimed that
many people ate at soup kltchens “be-

causa the food s frec and that's casler
than paylng for It." Those who feed the
nation's poor have taken vigorous ex-
ceptlon to the atatement,
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Monday's Farmington Observer.




